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N6  Lawrence J. Taylor

in particularities. Perhaps most importantly, though, the entire enterprise
would ideally be motivated by a desire not only to contribute to the devel-
opment of a general theory but also to understand a particular pecple.

‘The anthropology of Ireland did not begin as part of a comparative anthro-
pology of Europe, and certainly not as a quest for the representative or
average lrish district or community, but rather as a late Victorian search
for primitive survivals on the western edge of the island. Thus A. C. Had-
don (of Torres Straits fame) and his associate, C. R. Browne, headed west at
the turn of the century from Trinity College in Dublin to the Aran islands,
Inishbofin, and other storm-battered outposts, where they would measure
skulls and count first-cousin marriages® If this Protestant and imperial
view of the Celtic fringe sought the primitive Other, however, an equally
Victorian (and often Protestant), sympathetic Gaelic Revival movement
sought the same characters but as folkloric heroes, for the Revivalists were
in search of self-definition—the true Celtic Other within. Where to look?
The answer lay in an analogy dictated by symbolic logic (in both senses of
the term): as Ireland is to England, so are the islands of its western shore
to Ireland. The Gaelic Ur-ground was to be sought on such outposts as the
Arans, west of Galway, or the Blaskets, off the southwest Kerry coast.

Of these islands, none figured so large in the collective Irish imagina-
tion as the Blaskets, where British classicist Robin Flower had “discovered”
the fading rays of the-Celtic twilight in a poetic folk culture.” His portrait
of the “Western Island” set off an incredible Aurry of self-narration in re-
sponse—by the 19508 no fewer than sixteen books had been published
by Blasket-born authors (from a population that peaked at several hun-
dred). As the Irish historian Niall O’Ciosain recently argued, these works
are not simple revelations of an ancient world (as they are still typically
taken to be), but rather complex and often ironically reflexive products of
interaction—of meeting outsiders and reading their works as well as those
by other authors.* These “authentic” voices—as the lrish public generally
hears them—of a pure, western, primitive wisdom may grace and often
dominate the shelves of “Irish Interest” sections in Ireland’s bookstores,
but the ironic reflexivity of Donegal publican Maloney's observation could
nonetheless be found in this Irish scene as well. While the nafional ob-
session with the western isles was the occasional target of criticism in the
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press, it was taken up most devastatingly by the humorist “Flann O'Brien”
(a.k.a. Brian O'Nolan, ak.a. Myles na gCopaleen) in his Irish- -langixge
sham autobiography An Béal Bocht (The Poor Mouth), 2 send-up of islandets
and visiting Irish or English folklorists alike.? In one chapter, a prize pst,-
50 valuable that it wears overalls—escapes from its pen and blunders inté
a schoolroom where a folklorist is recording the local Irish idiomn. The witd'
gruntings of the animal are taken by the outsider for the purest Irish he
has ever heard, and, at the end of this episode, the pig goes home wuh a
flask of whiskey and a five-pound note in its “hip pocket.”

Such satire notwithstanding, the west continues to be diacritical of Irish-
ness for most members of the middie class over the age of forty: there,
the national language is or should be spoken, and the old, definitive cns-
toms still practiced. In the Gaeltachts—Irish-speaking zones—the “Irish
colleges,” which are not unlike the ethnic summer camps one finds i
America, still welcome children from the north and the east, teaching
them the language, as well as Irish dancing and singing, in the places
where these cultural icons are supposed to be enshrined: “retribafization
centers,” as my teacher Bill Arens called them.

It is to this western seaboard (though not always to a Gaeltachi) that
most anthropologists, beginning with Arensberg and Kimball in the 19365,
have come. In all cases, their work has had the potential to enter into—
wittingly or not—the national conversation about self-definition. In fhe
19308, newly independent and perhaps postcolonial {depending on huw
one defines colonialism), the Irish were, not surprisingly, sensitive to dé-
scriptions from the outside. While Arensberg and Kimball's work was aiiti:
cized then on theoretical and methodological grounds by various social
scientists within and without Ireland (but also touched off a very usefut
interdisciplinary debate on the nature of the “stem family"), these anthreo-
pologists never provoked the adverse national reaction that others wo-ild
experience. Perhaps this was due—especially in the case of Arensberg's
brief and accessible Irish Countryman™—to their having described an ideil-
ized small farmer of County Clare, one who seems the very man that the
framers of the 1939 Irish Constitution had in mind as the virtuous soul
and basis of the new Republic. Indeed, that document’s principal auth x,
then Prime Minister Eamon de Valera, was from Clare as well.

Subsequent anthropological sorties were not 10 occur until the 196os
and 1970s, but these were “into the west” as well, or to Northern Ire- -
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220 Lawrence . Taylor

ant that the rocky little quarter-acre in which he is laboring is his “farm.”
“Why, back home in Texas,” the incredulous Texan replies, “my farm is so
big, if I leave at daybreak and drive my truck from one end to the other, 1
don't get back till nightfall.” Paddy pushes his cap back, saying in wonder,
“Sure, 1 had a truck like that myself, but I sold it!”

Something of the same esprit can be detected in the reaction to an-
thropologists. Many an educated Irish person has told me, for example,
of hearing that certain communities had totally succeeded in fooling an-
thropologists about the nature of local society—apparently for their own
amusement. Imagine an entire village conspiring for months, acting out
dramas and intrigues, all for the benefit of the gullible anthropologist. The
point being made by those who relate such stories is clear: “You'll never
know us.” That such a vision is logically inconsistent with the complaint
that anthropologists are objectionable because they unethically reveal the
secrets of communal life seemns to incommode no one. As the Irish ex-
pression goes, “You can’t win for losin’.” Thus, it seems to me, the nega-
tive reaction to-anthropologists is one aspect of a2 more general reaction
to Americans, and particularly Irish Americans, with whom many Irish,
especially in the poorer west, have had an ambivalent relationship for more
than a hundred years.

However, it is worth noting that the most virulent academic reaction in
Ireland to Scheper-Hughes’s book was that of the Irish American anthro-
pologist Eileen Kane* and while many of the “plain people of Ireland”
were outraged by Saints, Scholars, and Schizophrenics, the book had its sup-
porters as well. Although they were sometimes more vocal in private than

in public, internal critics of so-called traditional Irish society saw this ac-

count of madness in Kerry as providing an opportunity to question the
more general gulf between the Irish self-image and Irish reality. This ten-
dency toward self-critique has been increasingly apparent in recent years
as Ireland has ‘come to see itself more in relation to Europe—first be-
coming linked to its Community in 1973, then voting overwhelmingly for
the stronger ties of its Union in 1992—and, perhaps, correspondingly Jess
in relation to America.

Anthropology’s fleeting appearances in these irish dialogues and self-

narratives should serve to make us aware of the general process by which-

its role becomes accentuated everywhere, thanks to the media, whenever
national identity is contested, as is now the case in Ireland. The island today
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seems no less a national community —a national conversation, if you will --
than it ever was; more so, in fact, as families gather 'round the “electronic.
hearth,” listening to the same two or three hugely popular call-in radio or v
talk shows, and reading one or both of Ireland's two national newspapeis.
But this national conversation focuses, heats up, and gathers definitive’
force whenever certain kinds of crises or cases erupt on the scene. These:
“affairs,” as the French call them, seem in Ireland to magnetize everyone.'s
Anthropology can be useful at these moments as a tool for uncovering
a culture in action, in reaction, in formation.* One first identifies the gen-
eral discourse that all participants share—an implicit agreement on what
is significant and how it connects to other categories—and then the sub-
discourses, or idioms, within it. One notes whose voices (in terms of age,
gender, class, locality, etc.) are identified with which idioms. The cruciai

- thing, however, is not to stop there, but to take such current anthropo-

logical notions of culture as contingent and as information seriously and
thus to view the argument over time, attempting to locate the process,
the changes, whereby both discourses and social class fragments calt each
other into existence. Take the following example, which is directly ¢on-
nected to the issue of national self-definition.

In 1993, Ireland was shaken by a series of events that assumed the siy-
nificance of national moral crises. They might have been news anywhere,
but perhaps would not have offered as much self-definition potential else-

where. First, there was the “X” case, with all of ireland following the un-. -

folding story of an anonymous fourteen-year-old girl who had been raped
and impregnated by her friend’s father and was taken by her parents to .
England for an abortion. Although abortion is not only illegal in nearly all
cases but also (as of 1983) unconstitutional, approximately 4.000-5,000
Irish women seek abortions in England every year. The public got tu hear
this particular story only because the girl’s parents reported her rape to the
police, who passed the information along to the attorney general. Althiough
the latter’s failure to pursue a case of child abuse by a priest would bring
down the Irish government two years later, he nevertheless felt duty bound
in this case to act on the illegal quest for an abortion. A writ enjoining 1hie
parents to bring their daughter back to Ireland before she had an aburtion
was issued and—to everyone's amazement—obeyed. Most would have re-
turned only after the deed, and had that been the strategy in thiscase, marsy
observers felt, the penalty would have been light at most. Such comphiance



prejan ‘swoipt oyien Sunaduwios 3533 JO IqPNId I U ‘suoneziuedio
fey Buim-aylu jo asinodsip pue suonse A 4q pauyap st ‘wsinoyo) 0y

L este n ipmyD AMoyie) 1 jo uonmnsut Yy oy Afuo you uonisod yusu

‘uosd e proye sempe saanesseu ajqnd sy L suuay yons ut yrasy augdeus;
0} INUMUO) UL PUERAI] ISYIIYm 51 SISED 383y 4q PaisadBns uonsanb ayp

~ . ‘wsoipt snofyar e yBnonp pue ut—aseryd 1de suosiapuy 1pausg oyps

0} —Ajunwod e se pauifew; sem puejasy dmyuadruasisuiu apym
. ¢(auzhg Len 150y moys-yey Az 2endod ayy
Aq 1pns se pasean pur) s1apuayap s haser Aq P3quIsIp sem ays sz Piiq
uedliowWy, 1SS A} U} PIIPOqIUD a3y —Arenxas 35001 jo afe wiapows
B A 118} sdoysiq 12218 e £q pasuias se ‘Kfrey ueumy unpur-Ayieduws
Asreumyn ue 3o 10 Yomyy Srjoyye) [eanodAy pue idniios £zewmin ue
0 32U3piAl solaeyaq s,doysiq Ay ses [jam ST Sa1POq SUILLOM 0} uoyepaz
HE PURIRDMYD Y3 JO 1313ereyd 3y U0 smara Bumaduios oy pareadde feuoy
ESIS SIY) 353 © 10§ '38.m0d Jo ‘Airfesows 5,£aseD) Jo uonsand e ysnf jou
© sem | ‘uoneqordde pue uoneuiwiRI jo seuare Sunodaq swnsoj sngnd
e qim ‘paptap urede sem uoneu L "DUIAS 5, I3YI0W AR J0J Wyl uy
Apuaredde ‘uonesnpa SPUY? 3y 105 Aed 03 spury uesasorp pajeudordde
"SHU "13a0210w ‘peyy £aseD uearsawry ue sem (wisnod yurysip s, doysiq ap)
© Jatowt 3soym Loq plo-reak-uaayuaaas e jo 1ayey A sem ‘Lase) uuowrey
‘kemies jo doysig aande pue remdod £13a a1y yeipy pafedaas sem 3 uaym
1] Syiuows may ¢ 13> apew sem sy § -adomg pure ‘puefas] ‘uawiom ‘uoid
431 Jo suoneziemdaduod ysyj aymIapun o) psnunuod Isayy 105 ‘ssad01d
JU Ut PIEMULIO) $35MOSIP A Jo eduny EmIMd Ay 0F sn puyq sou
' PINOYS “13A3M0Y ‘JuIONNO JEY ], 81310A AR Jo SPIIG-OM) 10§ Kinuapt jo
ssof 30 younyjod fesow Jo 1ea) ayy porsaao pre druouoda uy spunod jo

suojgnu soy adoy ap *Apusredde WYansee 10} Afazay Juam noa
"$AIPOQ UMO I11 {0[UO) P[NOd UWIoM Ataym e € sem
aloing ‘aassarddo pue aadwo 50w sem Apoq 3[EUWI} A 130 [OLUOD
A adeqd p sem pueial] ‘sjesaqy 104 "PIP Wt a13ym saderd jo spury ap
a1am adoing pue puedug ‘uaddey jou pip uonioqe azoym (8ueyd peuon
-msiod atp uay) votruyap dq averd oy sem PUE[3I] ‘SIA1IRAIISUOD 104
Tyonogqe (pa7ae8ay) jo uonejora spimy 3y oy 13(qns 3q jou pmoys ‘e
Bunendardwn o £q parenauad Aisnouaisw 1aaamoy ‘satrepunoq asoym
1powt/urdna e se puegasq 1dap o 128uep pue fiumd jo s10ydeyaumn pasn
+ TTUOLPL 2AREAIISUOD € ‘el pue Yomy) feydrerned ‘Surjonjuco e Jo spuey
g 1e Bunuyuod yng ades um Suuuidaq se 4poq 813 aze> %, 3y uo

LT punpry pun/fo dojedosyyuy

SHNESSE A} PINKSUCd IOV [EIAqYf Iy Seasy A “Padxa ydna 3uo se
39A3M0Y ‘PIIYTP SWOIP! AnAdSII 1Y I “uOnEU AP Jo IReWIqUII Aem
awos ur sem Apoq aewad) I Jo duedyuSis Yy TR OS[e NG ‘UOKIOGE
uo uonisod fensnun sit £q 3domy SIA-§-SIA PIUYIP sem purpRa] ey A[uo
ou paasde uossndsip Ay 03 saqred [y -adomy 0y dwsuone(a s pueasg
1340 Aes 0} SI YDIYM “IPINSEE I3A0 ILGIP [CUOHEU Y} U} SAASSL 1IN0
[[e PRU[3YMIAAO Jey} uoRIOqe Sem 1] “pIsies os[e sem Kifennau spueaig
Jo uonsanb i Iy ‘tou o yed € 1HRR 1w Lxp PIYM jo sdom3 €
PUR WY} UIIMIIQ 5ISELUOD A Jo suzaws £q ajdoad e se ysup aupy auyap
0} ‘uoliEu € 58 Jjasy auyap 0y Lunyzoddo ue pueay pasayo Ly |, ‘aeqap
a3 0y siasse proambaun auam sepropsed w (18 ased X, A jo yoddns
ul JuawInroul Ay pue [e13uald uy uonioqe ulp ‘adomgz 0y uoneyal spur|
-33f jo jEyy sem uonsanb A | “wonloqe Jo ‘[ea pue feap) ‘Bdneud Ap
PUT JNSS{ A} UO PAIUD UIIQ ALY IEGIP WNPUIIJAX H[ JO I}KMOD
1P {e13u38 Sy pred puepRl] Uy AUO “Gun [esy pue eopyod sneald
paeAi0} $3)2}8 J2qUIIWI 51} 0w pmom e Kyean Qpupn ueadomz mou oy
A31ye1 03 You Jo IIPYM Jo UoRSIND AN Qim PIde) a1am qdoad ysuy ay)
“13)] SYPUOU MIJ ® WINPUIIIAI JYILYSTEIN R} JIA0 QAP [EUOLLY A[ JO
SULL3) I PAEPIP ‘SISLD 358D X, I 4Q payesausd 151y ‘a3modnp sTYL
*pureqai] jo 3jdoad pue uoneu gy dn mofrems o3 pastod andwa zaqoue
wsnf sem umuswio)) weadong i ‘worpt jeys uj “Asayduad sit uo Lnus
{euoneu [Riow A[PARIUMSIP ® jo duasazd AR w0y Lj[eas 1945u pmom
TG es-eRIw e ‘WSUEMOIS SSAMOS ISOW ‘1SAL] Y} $E SIANO 30j My
-3Weys SSaUpIeMIDEq UMO R Puy PIOYS URILYM JO 0ty au Ut pue andse
OYs U] YINYM 0} MIWURYSI[UI,, AR JO [2POUI ¢ e J0S 10j—Neq
H._ u..*_.w..a_c.:& i 4q paxoawn sea 3domg, “inumurao) ueadomy Hp
Rim uoneidnu Suseanu; sy 4q paudisey yonw ssadord ® ‘Isuss pemy
- [es3u33 € uy ppom rejnas ‘usspout Ay ot Sutsous 3q o} saned e
Aq pooisiapun sem puep1] "uoyEu 3 JO USHIUYIP A1 AR 1340 Osfe I
—ajdurexd 10} ‘s21E1S PANUN AR UL UIIQ IATY PO 3| ST—TIEIP Pue T
JO SUOIITULIP Y} pue UOTLIOQE JO Ajifeious 3} 2340 A[UO 30U Sea UORUIUOD
1, "34eqIp Ry pesauad K[uo ‘Jnssy UORIOGE AR JO IPIE IR UO M3y
3urkysues ‘Burrus yevp ang “appms Jo waxods pery I8 p asnesaq ased s
uy pagdde axeis 32 sEM J3y10UI 1P 3O T ) UM BonIoqe Buimorre asnep
TeuonmMnsuo atpy :Buyma ¢ pansst Appmb 1moD yBi ysup aqy, epaw sp
4q papwoad 33ers apumuoneu ap uo o pakerd yevp sisLn [euonEu € poge
*13u38 ‘RA3moy ‘3ea1q s W Auo pazouoy ApremBar me| € Jo 19131 A 0}

2opv] fovaimel T



+- 205 :(2061-0061} 9 ‘53135 pf “Awispoay vsuy oy np fo Buparsayy eremauvon
.a_..n?z 10 ySLEg ) Ul ysyuadmpy pue euse) jo AydesSourng ayy,, pur iel-o¥ (oobs
bt} § ‘o313 p€ hwiapory sy ploy ap fo Buprarorg ohey -0n “yuymuy pue

C T sy e jo kydeaBoug sy L. 'go-fee H{0o61-g6g1) § ‘sauas Pt “dweapesy yeuy poloy

.u_‘.w. shapapoy ‘uagmuinY pue euumaes jo Aydesdoug ayg , (s-¥L :{g6-g6g1)
¥ 520035 pf “duispooy yeuap ooy ap fo shuparsosg Hoaipeg jo dydesBouysg ayy, (69

o -LyS (869 € ‘wuas pt Auisposy ypup ploy oy fo Buparrosd Jokepy o) hopriog pur

FpUTSE Snysiul 131 ap Jo kydesBoutpg ay ), tol-L1f (¥6gi) € ‘auas pf “Awapwry
puf pdoy sy fo sDuspersnsd hemen 0D “yreysug pur uyoqysiug jo AqdesBowpg ay.
- umoig Y D osfe 335 'ofg-goL :66-16g1) ¢ ‘sansan pf Auspury iy oy s fo
Bupr20ig 'speeis) vesy s jo dydesBouysg sy, ‘sumaig ¥ *) pue uoppEH 3y 9
. *g~fo1 :(£661) 91 svop) uoadomy

’ ?_?an_: 1 fo jousmof ‘purtax Amuanaguasjaungy ur WISITEUOTIEN PUE J5IM0JSIQ ]

-OQeT) 1IN $33134, fur 33¢ ‘Pad ruoTien ap wo asrmodstp snorBias o Juawean
+ irxBorodonue jarq ¢ so ‘pue 661 unqng pue exqdipreiyd) orovmo wp fo dopd
yavy Wy oy fo suoiseang) dws oste 23 ¥S-ght :{6661) € doproos fo urmof yuy

o ‘q00q sarewsplay jo manar ku pue (1661 ‘oBedryn) PUDRIL WanLION W) 2023] [OoNOg

puo Apogl ap fo smgrosren M :aounoip o sueouiiog “wewrprag uayry ‘wduress o5 a3

) (1661 ‘uopuo) uapsrew 1,
PUE "IMOT | "JIQUNTYM, 'S "PD ‘WOrIMpey 2[0S oS w0 snzaduiag Funfiys sasudinug

- Immy w Cpuepan pemy uy wayended Auag pue wsyndog, “bayrep 'y puv upm) nd
Pue 661 “oys1apty) wlum -5 pue sa(ng 'K s ‘wradsorg puv suagarg Fummdopasg

AP up spouno) Lununue) pueiaag 3o sam oMy, ut yawdopaag Aunuswoy jo
ameig pue K034y a1, ‘anyBounq,0 ) pue ‘Aapres 'y ‘unm) sy ‘adurexs 10 ‘235 ¥
o “Lof-06z “(£g6t ‘uorsny) uossysy saure( pue LDy Aruaog *pa “raamos

2 frununao) fo o3 pup aumpn i suowwad 3y fo uopsamd) my uy ‘edauog uy
Ayunnines) pue suouruLo)) :poojd it pay uny PMOA 22414 gy, ‘sopher duamey €

. (#6661
"wEjq) uos oy, pue uruuoq sBunsery 'wrunD S ‘pa ) ..35. Lo
) “(o¥61] g961 'y ‘aBpuqured) puspayj g dymueuny pun Aoy

© 'fiequiy uoog pus Sraqsuazy peivos) ((£g61 *aBpysqure)) supy Fgoor Ay ynoryy
'+ o ‘psIIaH PR osje 235 St *(PS6x “weypag) I O q Pa “puopa sy Soped
IV 205 an0A paooyuny . ut 'ABojodonpiuy epos jo susafqolq, wosp woy 1

SN

, *A109y} 103 0p
:nu.hﬁ:n_a._,_gu._iana.vﬁu—o:._ouo_u:«ubooéan&.suuzro:v—muo.vuu_u

3m ‘Lioys uf -Arejnqeoa et Jo yumord fenyoe oy oy ANQLIUOD pud Iy uy
wWlru yey anq ‘Koatp Aresay uesuaury Jo 3smosIp diowraBay anp (3uy
-0 105 uanrdioy aq fim | adoy | yeym) unpue uoissazdxa wiarpy smofre Kjuo
- 1ou ey Lem e ut paBedua aq o) pasu aduaLadxa ysuy 3y Jo saguemdnred
UL 9N 21 JO SIEIdP premyme 3y Bunuosjuod ug (e ‘winpoqns ‘[oruoios

. STz pumpif pusffa A3opodosyguy

na s iz

-gs0d) senuews snopedtyd AjjenSew 231331 0} “Jasamoy ‘yBnouad jou s1 i
K103y} permno wapounsod jo uonedrdde yeraqy 210w e 4q padueyua aq
e B ‘Aresodwajucd pue [esuoysTy ‘pueasy [epPos jo Sutpueisispun
ay) “A1o3 K1eray| pue 2u2DS [EPOS UIAAIAQ punald ppru myasn €
aptozd pmod £3a1ens sy, s59301d A UL SIAPSWIAY) JUIAUT I Sepuade
eoutjod pue suoyeusof feros sypads AR 0} pue sIsaINCISTP Sunrem P
ug pIIEIOGE[? SWOIPY [EOUOIIYI 31 Jo sIuYEnb [Enixa; AR 0} TRoq Spuane
ey A3ojodoryiue aanejaxdiayut ue Jo STIDO0J AY) 3G POD puE PMOYS—$3[01
oaures pafeid sey A3ojodosiue PPYM U—SIALEIRY [PUORER ISILL
‘pueja1] 10)
tounu 3snoyury e—isidojodonpue 1apisno Ip jo adon ap jo Auregrure;
I o [m ve Bugunod pue—uouisod 13y Jo IPrURRI IR Jo 13peaI MR
DUAU0d 03 uoniedoaul duns 1t uo Sununos ‘pandre ays ‘sxo00q asoqy
12qUIDWIAL SN JO MIIA NEINIIE Ue 2ARY SIIPISING Yuryy nod Jy “(3pn
Jo 1531 ot mou{ nok) * * * ‘sumpoyas “syuys §seySny-1adaps pue dvog sy
5,298uassapy mata papeany-3uoim STy Jo IIUIPIAI SE PAL ‘PIFUIY TNLM
JN3[ YL "PIP SIANTU Y} USY) puejal] JO MIIA ALINIIE JIOW € PEY UIYYO
$13pISIN0 ey Butazasqo pue A}9nos Ysu Arerodursiuod jo samyedj uley
+132 Sur2pRLA IAPAIE UE NOGE IIUI| € PILLIED SIL] WL A Jo Insst F661
13qopQ uy -amid ap jo wed paurewar 8ojodonpure ‘puefas) Nored
3a1jeA195U0 Jo (35U3jep pue) Inbrud 1ud33 A UY ' SPUTRI] Iqissod pue
swsproyie) Iqissod Suowre $310yd N ANEMOINTE PMOM IAIMOY ‘SIAN
-eareu Supnsar ayy, Ajaanisod pue Laanedau ‘sxpoue 3uo Jo suud) Uy $S3U
YsH[ puz wspIjoyie) JUYIpaI o} sanunpzoddo se pamata aq pmod Ay
P3qUISIP 501 S [PNS NUIAI pueaz) ] *dureudp dunsazaiur pue pajed
dwod azous € 515383ns—sansed [eonmod mou axe yeyy sdnoid snoidraz
Aey o jo uonezpRKiod pue asu A 0} wonuINe pur—sandoperp feuoneu
sxap 0} Yeoxdde aanwyaidiayn ue ‘UOHEZUEMOIS, JO IDUIPIAF SE SSEWN
e auepuane Juruipap s jo Buipear sis180j0r05 wos o Lrenuo)
"PUE[II] JO SI3ploq My} SE EUWIOM A jO
$29p10q Y :98IN08IP ISTEUOTIEU Y5 Ut oeld Tepads e STy 3 Inq “anssy
YSH[ A[SAISTIIXI UE J0U ‘ISINOD JO 5T $ILPOQ S,UIW0M 1340 foyuo) “adomg
0} 03 pue PUT[IN] IALI| O} WOPIAY 131 Jo pue Gonroqe ue Jydnos Suraey
5,118 3 Jo Yoq SWII) UT WNPUISJAL IPLISEER YL 0} PIATIA Seam 5D
«X. 3 :4poq 3[ewdy a3 pue puep1| Yioq Jo saurepunoq 3 Surjoned pue
Gunieoo] Jo 1oe A Ut FRsH PafeaARl YpaNYD 1 sxexd se wspYORED 0)
uone(a1 uy RUa eIow pue ‘Ermmd ‘feanrod € se pauyap A[snonunuod st

w . sofleg fonaumey vz



<

226 Lawrence |. Taylor

10
n

13

14
1§

16

Robin Flower, The Western Islond, or The Greal Blasket (New York, 1045).

Niall O'Ciosain, “Twenty Years A-Growing by Maurice O'Sullivan, The Western Island by
Robin Flower, A Day in Owr Lif by S. 0'Crohan, and A Pity Youth Does Not Last by
M. O'Guibeen,” Irish Economic and Soclal History 30 (1993): 139-33.

Flann O’Brien, The Poor Mouth (London, 1973 {r941)).

Conrad Arensberg, The Inish Countryman (New York, 1968 [19373.

Rosemary Harris, Prejudics and Tolerance in Ulster (Manchester, 1972); John C. Messen-
get. Inis Beag, Isie of Ireland (New York, 1969); and Robin Fox, Encounter with Anthro-
pology (New York, 1991 j1g7s})- .
I et a group of fishermen from Inis Oir in a County Clare pub across the bay from their
jsland home. When | asked (in Irish) if they had heard of 2 man named Messenger, their
expressions and beer glasses froze. Finally, one of them lowered his glass with a thud and
said, “Nl rabh & all righs' " (literally, “he wasn't all right”), implying mental deficiency.
Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Saints, Scholars, ndelwp!memldﬂlnmmRumHu
land (Berkeley, 1979).

Fileen Kane, “Man and Kin in Donegal,” Ethnology 7 (1968): 245-58.

This sort of crisis-driven national discourse is not, of course, limited to {reland, For the
Irish, howevez, the question of who they are and will become may be more pressing,
and, as they wrestle with theis relationship to the new Europe, their national identity is
very pruch at issue. In America cvents are similarly read as chapters of continuing nar-
ratives, which obscures other readings, other understandings—a process that the media
increasingly directs. So too in France, to pick another example, where an ongoing cen-
tral story seems to be the French in relation to North African immigrants.

David Beriss's exploration of the national reaction to the “Foulard affair” in 1989. when
all of France was discussing the case of a teacher who banned Islamic head scarfs
from his classroom, is a good example; see his "Scarves, Schools, and Segregation: The
Foulasd Affair” French Politics and Society 8 (1990): 1-11.

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nation. -

aliym, 2d ed. (London, 1991 {1083]).
See Taylor, Occasions of Faith.

joe Cleary

“Fork-Tongued on the Border Bit": Partition

and the Politics of Form in Contemporary
Narratives of the Northern Irish Conflict

ln a poem titled “Whatever You Say Say Noth-
ing,” Searnus Heaney has written about the |
obligatory silences, reticences, and prevarica- .
tions on sensitive political issues that are a con
dition of polite social conversation in Northern
Ireland, observing that such constraints have left
Northemn Irish nationalists “fork-tongued o. the
border bit.”* The phrase is suggestive. Read in
the diminutive, “border bit” suggests a reflex
position on a jaded topic of little consequence.
But it could also mean the opposite. It may suy-
gest that the border has grown deeply into the
groove of nationalist consciousness; that it is
a bit that chafes because, complex sentimerns
about it having had to be curbed for so long. a
language adequate to their expression does 1wt
exist; that various modes of censorship, includ-
ing self-censorship, have generated elaborate cir-
cumlocutions or forms of doublespeak that ex-
press positions on the partition question eveil
when they appear to sidestep that uncomfortable -
topic altogether.

The border that partitions the istand of treland
has a long and contentious history. Its estab-

The South Atlantic Quarterly 95:1, Winter 1996,
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