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This project will be carried out collaboratively
across the departments of Computer Science,
Music and Media studies. [t will be initially
aimedat firstyears on the Music Technology
and Media Studies degree programs, and
ifitis successfulitwillbe accessible forall.
The motivationis that many of the first year
students of our interdisciplinary programs
haveaninterestinbothartsandtechnology.
However, most students enter their programs
possessingmore artistic than technical skills.
Thisisbecause such skills are more difficult
todevelop independently, due to alimited
access toresources and alack of mentoring.
Recently,anumber of non-PCbased technical
platformandinterface innovations that
inspire new ways of creatingartistic works,
both musical and multimedia, are available.
These platformsinclude newtabletand
mobile devices, the ipad for example, gestural
controllers such asKinect, and open-source
hardware devices like the arduino or Raspberry
Pi.Furthermore, commercial software

development environments such as Adobe
Flashwith action script offer great benefits
toanovice programmer as they have many
convenient built-in libraries for building complex
applications that simplify low level device
communicationissues. By providingalearning
environment throughwhich first year students
canaccess these easily technologies and the
expertise touse them, it will stimulate their
creativity early oninthe program, enhancing
their learning experience, and enthuse them
todevelop their technical skills to provide a
facility by which their canrealize their artistic
vision. Furthermore, an excellent by-product
of developing their practical abilities is that
they have abroader portfoliowhenthey seek
employment, and therefore, extend the choice
of industries for which they will be suitable. To
date, one of themember so this project team
has alsobeeninvolvedinthe Maker's club that
hasbeenrunatthe Department of Electronic
Engineering over the last three years.

This hasbeenaveryvaluable experience.

A similar modelwould be applied here where
alabspace, with the necessary equipment and
tutoring, beingmade available to the students
onaweekly basis where they could meet
andwork on their ideas. The tutoringwould

be carried out by a combination of academic
staff, technical staff and postgraduate
demonstrators. Thus, the funding would be

put towards the cost of the demonstrator
and equipment. To provide an end-goal, at the
close of the second semester there would

be anexhibition, managedby the Digital Arts
Greenhouse, anew initiative fromMedia
studies/Computer Science and the Music
Department for developing the practice

and profile of digital arts on campus.

This project should fit well with the aims of CTL
asitwould encourage the first year students
tosee theuniversity as place of opportunity
where (1) anindividual can exercise creative
thought, (2) take responsibility for their

own learning and development, and(3) to

take what they are studying and to consider
howtorealiseitinthe physical world.
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