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Abstract:

The process of contemporary gentrification is a key feature of post-industrial growth and
urban re-generation. A central concern of this research is to investigate the implications of
the process of gentrification at the level of locality. This study approached this
investigation by an examination of these processes within a particular inner city
neighbourhood in Dublin called Ringsend. It is the understandings and experiences of
contemporary processes that this research has aimed to capture.

The aim of this research was to examine the changes occurring in Ringsend at a particular
point in time and in a particular context. Ringsend is an inner city working-class ‘urban
village’ in Dublin, Ireland. The identity of Ringsend as ‘place’ is deeply entwined in its
industrial development. However, since the 1970s Ringsend’s industrial base has been
constantly eroded. In recent years Ringsend has attracted considerable private investment
as the area is undergoing a shift to a post-industrial landscape. The process of
contemporary gentrification is extremely visible in the built environment. The aim of this
study was to capture these shifts as they are occurring and as the landscape changes further
the opportunity to explore this particular juncture may not arise again.

The central findings of this research indicate the importance of ‘place’ in recent transitions.
However within these changes place is being re-imaged and re-structured. Further this
research also highlights the importance of the specificity of locality in gaining a deeper
insight into the process of contemporary ‘gentrification’. Finally this thesis argues that the
changes occurring in Ringsend are impacting on understandings of ‘community’ and
community re-generation. A central theme within this study is that while the shift to a post-

industrial society is advantageous for capital accumulation contemporary gentrified sites,
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increasingly surrounded by walls and gates, function as symbols of the uneven

development of contemporary urban renewal.
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Introduction

At the end of the twentieth century urban areas are vastly different from the
metropolises of a hundred years earlier. Although some cities are the command
centres of the global economy or nests of technological innovation, others have lost
economic function even when they still encompass large populations....gentrified
neighbourhoods adjacent to low-income areas display the emblems of affluence....
increasingly set of by walls and gates, sharpen the distinction between the haves
and the have-nots. More and more people live in metropolitan areas, but even the
most economically successful of these regions manifest sharply uneven
development, (Fainstein and Campbell, 1996:2).

The built environment, despite its solid appearance, is dynamic rather than static,
(Ambrose, 1994:5-6).

This research is concerned with understanding the changes occurring within the
contemporary cityscape. This research is also concerned with experience; how
contemporary trends in urbanism, specifically gentrification, are experienced, understood
and negotiated. “The city’ is a fascinating place of enquiry as it retains traces of urban pasts
within the landscape itself. | refer to landscape as more than the material surfaces of places
(Duncan and Duncan, 2001) but also to the meanings imputed by people to their cultural
and physical surroundings (Bourdieu, 1990). It is these experiences and understandings
that this research aims to capture. Landscapes are built but they are also the manifestation
of multiple representations. The landscapes of cities are the result, and an expression, of
economic, political, social and cultural processes within an historical setting. The urban
landscape is also experienced by people and reflects these experiences. The ways in which
we see, or read, the city depends on how our perceptions are shaped. The city is in a
constant state of flux, of destruction and renewal. New developments occur on land that
once held older developments and encapsulated different ways of life. There is also
however, continuity as streetscapes and memories of the past still remain. These physical
and mental manifestations of past urban landscapes impact on future development.

In order to both highlight what | am examining as well as to restrict my exploration to

within the scope of this research it is necessary to point out that this thesis will focus on



Western, capitalist cities from older industrial cities to contemporary urban forms. This is
not to suggest that these cities are identical just that there share similar features. As cities
are shaped by a diverse set of processes they change continually as they reflect these
interactions within their landscapes. However:
...we will deal with changes which involve phase shifts. What matters are changes
in quality, in type, in the whole social character of the social systems within which
people lead their lives. There have been plenty of discontinuities in the last two
hundred years but the transformation of the human social world from one in which
most people lived as subsistence farmers into one in which most people live as
wage workers in towns and cities was the first and most important of them, (Byrne,
2001:2).
This thesis also deals in ‘phase shifts’. As Byrne (2001) notes the first and most important
of these phase shift, or structural transformations, was the process of industrialisation that
began in Europe in the nineteenth century. At the beginning of the twenty-first century
urban forms are vastly different from the cities of a hundred years earlier. There is a
general consensus, within the social science literature, that cities, within the metropolitan
core of capitalism, are in the process of structural transformation. As a result we are now
witnessing the emergence of new ‘types’ of cities.
When speaking of new ‘types’ of cities 1am referring to the fact that the *....older urban
areas of industrial capitalism have been transformed in the last quarter of the twentieth
century’, (Byrne, 2001:12). Whether one refers to these types of cities as ‘post-industrial’,
‘post-Fordist’, or ‘post-modern’, what is clear is that a multitude of processes are
interacting to produce new urban forms and all of these ‘types’ are evident within
contemporary capitalist cities. Using the prefix of ‘post’ is a way of an explanation of
contemporary circumstances, (Byrne, 2001). Understanding the implications of these
changes is crucial to understanding the contemporary urban form.

Post-industrial growth has been accompanied, or preceded, by a process of de-

industrialisation within core inner city areas. This led to the decline of these areas



evidenced by rising unemployment and the degradation of the built fabric within inner city
communities.
Although reinvestment eventually followed earlier rounds of disinvestment in many
urban cores, further transforming these areas, the occupational opportunities
created were often unsuitable or inaccessible to the communities that were
devastated by the earlier decline, (Drudy and Punch, 2000: 219).
The processes associated with the shift to a post-industrial society have important social
and spatial implications. This research argues that post-industrial growth has led to urban
re-generation and the contemporary gentrification of many inner city areas. Raban (1974)
argued that the notion of the ‘city” performed the role of a synecdoche. A synecdoche is a
figure of speech in which a part of something is used to refer to or denote the whole thing.
For Redfern (2003) Raban’s use of ‘city’ as synecdoche refers to the fact that the city is
understood as the entirety of social life. Redfern (2003) argues that gentrification is also a
synecdoche and therefore its symbolic significance outweighs its quantitative significance.
Gentrifying neighbourhoods may be small in number and size, but the reason they
attract such attention is that what goes on in them has resonances for us wherever
we may live, and whatever our station in life, (Redfern, 2003: 2360).
For Redfern the importance of gentrification, and why it has acquired its synecodochal
quality, is due to the fact that class plays a central role in the process. Gentrification is a
physical, economic, social and cultural process that involves the movement of middle-class
or higher income groups into previously working-class areas, (Flamnett, 1984).
Contemporary urban change has seen an increase in urban renewal in general and in
gentrification in particular. Inner city working-class areas are being totally re-structured.
Within contemporary changes gentrification is no longer a process that can be defined as
‘small in number and size’.
Understanding the processes associated with contemporary gentrification and the

subsequent implications for inner city working-class communities are crucial to

understanding the contemporary cityscape. Indeed this research argues that the process of



contemporary gentrification is an integral part of the re-generation of cities and it is
through this process that one can examine the effects of economic re-structuring. It is also
through the process of gentrification that one can also examine changing lifestyles
associated with post-industrial growth. Gentrification may take different forms in different
cities however, it is clear that the process is linked to identity:

Islington suddenly became fashionable (Raban, 1974, p.86) because its housing

stock (gradually) became available for making fashion statements - that is,

statements about personality, (Redfern, 2003: 2360).
For Redfern the areas that became gentrified had not changed what had changed was the
gentrifiers ability to use the areas and buildings in order to make statements about
themselves, (Redfern, 2003: 2360). However, this research disagrees with Redfern as
within contemporary gentrification the landscape of the area does change. Post-industrial
contemporary gentrification transforms the landscape through the construction of
apartment and office complexes. Within inner city areas these are often built on sites that
once held industry and represented a different way of life to the working-class
communities that relied on industrial work.
Zukin (1991) sees landscapes of gentrification as both physical and mental representations.
They are representations that organise desire and consumption in a post-productivist
economy. For Zukin (1991) gentrification is associated with the expenditure of cultural
capital by a college-educated generation engaged in reflexive consumption - the ‘post-
modern petite bourgeoisie’, (McGuigan, 1996:101). According to Robins, ‘urban
identification is now achieved through a differential relationship between ‘post-modern’
islands of urbanity and a surrounding ‘somewhere else’ inhabited by an alien underclass of
‘have nots”, (1993:324). For Marcuse the city is divided into quarters that are both walled
in and walled out simultaneously. As a result of the hierarchical ordering of space these
divisions are not equal, (1995:244). For Marcuse walls represent boundaries however, they

are also an embodiment and a metaphor for the nature of social divisions, (Ibid.). The



divisions within gentrification can be viewed in relation to Marcuse’s concept of ‘walls’.
However, urban life is complex with as many layers as there are walls. Boundaries can
often be ambiguous or may shift according to peoples needs and wants at a particular time.
According to Massey both identities and spatiality are constructed out of interaction,
(1996:113). For Massey bounding space can be used to reinforce a difference or to
preserve identities under threat therefore it is the relations that are crucial, (Ibid.). The city
is a site of social interaction and of social tension and this is clearly evident within the
gentrification process. The importance of ‘place’ within recent transitions and the
implications of the restructuring of place on inner city working-class communities are also
themes explored in this thesis.

It is within this international literature on changing cityscapes and gentrification that my
research is located. This research examines some of the factors that shape the cityscape, the
trends associated with, and the implications of the structural transition taking place in
advanced capitalist cities. | argue that contemporary gentrification has become a distinctive
feature of the shift to a post-industrial society. Indeed the process of gentrification can be
used as a lens with which to examine these changes. This research aims to capture an
insight into the gentrification process by examining its causes, manifestations and
implications within a particular neighbourhood in Dublin called Ringsend. An examination
of both Dublin’s and Ringsend’s changing landscapes highlights the fact that recent
changes are located within the shift to a post-industrial society. Consequently this thesis
will take a snap shot of transitions occurring at a global scale, at the level of a particular
city and then at the level of place. The perspective moves from the global to the local for a
deeper understanding of the changes occurring at the level of the neighbourhood. The aim
of this thesis is to capture a particular moment in time and in a particular context. The
changes occurring within Ringsend are occurring in many inner city areas around the

globe. Understanding the changes in this particular neighbourhood will help throw light on



changes occurring at a global scale and will add to our sociological understanding of the
contemporary cityscape.

Ringsend is an inner city working-class ‘urban village’ in Dublin, Ireland. Ringsend has
traditionally been a working-class area. The main source of employment in the past was
due to its close proximity to the docks and other local industries. However, as with other
cities Dublin’s industrial base has been constantly eroded. In recent years Ringsend has
attracted considerable private investment as the area is undergoing a shift to a post-
industrial landscape. Ringsend is an area undergoing gentrification; it is a place in motion.
Ringsend has been packaged and sold as a place waiting to be ‘discovered’, as streets
waiting to tell a ‘new story’. The story being put forward is of a specific ‘urban way of
life’ in an ‘aesthetically pleasing environment’. However, Ringsend was not waiting to be
discovered it was in fact a place that was deeply entwined in the Ringsender’s sense of
identity for generations. Ringsend was an area with a long-established working-class
population. It was an area that had a connection to the surrounding landscapes of sea,
rivers, canals, industries and local businesses. Social relations, identities and identifications
with specific sites developed from these connections. This research aims to capture this
sense of place and identity in order to highlight the implications of recent developments
within the area. It captures an insight into how physical and mental manifestations of past
urban landscapes impact on future development.

Ringsend as a place in motion offers a particular valid insight into the implications of
contemporary shifts. The aim is to capture these shifts as they are occurring and as the
landscape changes further the opportunity to explore this particular juncture may not arise
again. This thesis examines some of the effects of these processes within Ringsend. It will
explore how the concept of ‘place’ is contested within the area, how the process of
gentrification is manifested within the area and how ‘community’ is understood, negotiated

and impacted upon within these processes. This qualitative research is based on interviews



with both the ‘Ringsenders’ and the ‘gentrifiers’. Quotes taken from interviews shall be
classified as emanating from ‘Ringsenders’ or ‘gentrifiers’. This is not to imply
homogeneity of either group but rather to provide indicative soundings from the older and
newer residents, broadly defined.

It is necessary to clarify the particular focus that this thesis takes. This thesis is not as such
a thesis about social class however it does explore issues in relation to social class. | have
chosen to allow the voices of respondents examine these issues as opposed to offering an
in depth sociological bibliography in relation to the question of class. I also made a choice
not to examine issues of community politics or to use local ‘grey literature’. My aim was to
allow the contemporary voices of Ringsenders speak from interviews rather than to explore
the social and labour history of the area. History is not just about events or structures but
also about how these are remembered in the imagination, (see Thompson, 1988). This
thesis explores statistical evidence of economic change and changing demographics in
Dublin City and Ringsend. An historical overview of Ringsend’s development is also
explored. The voices of the respondents in this research explore the implications and
understandings of these changes and it is for this reason that these voices hold a central
place in this research. Often contemporary changes are understood in terms of class and
also in terms of memory, in particular memories of past landscapes within Ringsend, and it
is these understandings that this thesis aims to capture.

In order to examine these issues this thesis is organised around the following chapters:
Chapter One aims to come to an understanding of the processes that shape the landscape
of the city. This chapter examines the processes associated with industrialisation,
modernity and Fordism to show how capitalist configurations and ‘phase shifts’ (Byrne,
2001) have spatial and social implications. This chapter highlights the importance of
economic systems on the physical and social geography of the city. The contemporary

cityscape is being shaped by a multitude of processes defined variously as post-industrial,



post-Fordist and post-modern. Ireland’s recent growth is analysed within these shifts in
order to highlight the fact that these processes are shaping Irish society. It is within the
transitions associated with the ‘posts’ that contemporary Dublin, and Ringsend in
particular, are located.

For some theorists post-industrial society has become equated with a more equal society.
In contrast to this viewpoint this chapter argues that there is a growing body of evidence
that points to a new and intensifying trend towards polarisation in the developed nations.
The claim to greater equality and the end of ‘class’ society is unfounded. An analysis of
Ringsend shows that class not only matters but also plays a crucial role in the lives of
many of my respondents. An analysis of Ringsend also shows that the shift to a post-
industrial society is not unproblematic.

The rise of ‘flexible accumulation’ (Harvey 1990), or post-Fordism, has also been
accompanied by a variety of new consumption patterns. However, this chapter highlights
that changing consumption patterns are conducive to flexible accumulation. These shifts
have been accompanied by increased differentiation in income levels and the formation of
a new, hierarchical model of consumption. In many regards post-Fordism, or as defined in
this chapter “flexible accumulation’ is closely related to ‘the condition of postmodernity’,
(Harvey, 1990).

For post-modernists our experiences are now rooted in the process of consumption rather
than production. Within these processes representations of place are being re-structured.
Within Ringsend this re-representation of place is very evident and is used to sell a desired
image. What is interesting is that this remaking of place within the realm of consumption is
advantageous to capital accumulation. It is argued that there is a close link between capital
accumulation and ‘the condition of post-modernity’, (Harvey, 1990). According to post-
modernists people no longer conform to traditional occupational structures rather they

choose a lifestyle. However, this research argues that for many people certain elements of



their identity are constructed around fixed boundaries, such as place. In addition while
post-modernists claim that class distinctions have dissolved the reality of people’s
situations often prove this to be incorrect. These distinctions are evident within Ringsend
where ‘class’ is often used in order to distinguish one group from another. Indeed
gentrification is a process defined in terms of class.

Although many theorists examine economic, social and cultural shifts separately, while
admitting to an elective affinity between them, it is necessary to connect these directly.
This chapter highlights the key points of intersection between post-industrial society, post-
Fordism and the condition of post-modernity. This highlights the fact that contemporary
capitalism is both a complex economic system and a social system. This chapter argues
that in many respects many of the trends occurring are related to changes in the
configuration of capitalism. The contemporary gentrification of Ringsend highlights this
point.

Although there are many spatial implications involved in the shift to a post-industrial
society this chapter highlights one major trend. This is the renewed importance of urban
centres. This has led to intense urban renewal and to the gentrification of many inner city
areas. | argue that Dublin’s changing landscapes, and the contemporary gentrification of
Ringsend, are located within the shift to a post-industrial society.

Chapter Two aims to provide an image of the contemporary cityscape and to examine the
theoretical debates that surround the process of gentrification. While gentrification initially
became a means of addressing the decline of many inner city areas this chapter argues it is
now fully integrated into wider global urban restructuring. Gentrification was once closely
allied to the acquisition and upgrading of existing housing stock within traditional
working-class neighbourhoods. However, contemporary gentrification also involves

purpose built construction. This includes the construction of office buildings and large-



scale apartment complexes, or ‘gated communities’. It is a re-population of urban space
that accommodates the needs of contemporary post-industrial cities.

Many of the earlier debates within gentrification coalesced around what have been defined
as ‘production-side arguments’ and ‘consumption-side arguments’. The production-side
argument is most often associated with Smith (1986, 1987, 1996) who argues that the
processes that make an area ripe for gentrification are related to the flows of capital
investment and dis-investment. For Hamnett (1991; 1992) Smith focuses solely on a
supply-side explanation for gentrification while ignoring the gentrifiers themselves and the
reasons behind their decisions to gentrify. For those linked to the consumption-side
argument it is necessary to examine the demand factors within the gentrification process.
This chapter examines these arguments and highlights that gentrification is the result of
both supply and demand factors. However, | argue that by renovating specific central
locations and marketing them as attractive locals for young professionals one can create a
preference for gentrified housing. This is especially clear in relation to the place marketing
of Ringsend which will be examined in Chapters Four and Six. This chapter also argues
that the state play a major role in contemporary gentrification through the designation of
certain areas for tax incentives and subsidies, a factor that is also salient in the context of
Ringsend.

Aside from debates relating to purely supply and demand explanations for gentrification
this chapter also examines other factors for a more detailed understanding of the process.
These included changing consumption patterns of the new-middle class; identity and social
preservation (Brown-Saracino 2004). In light of conflicting theories and debates Lees
(1990) argues for a need to move the gentrification debate forward by what she calls the
new ‘geography of gentrification’. Lees (2000) highlights the fact that we need to consider
processes of gentrification in the context of urban policy. In Ireland urban regeneration

policies can be linked to the gentrification of certain inner city areas.
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This chapter also explores the implications for ‘place’ within the shift to a post-industrial
society. For some theorists (Castells, 1989; Emberley, 1989) place has become less
meaningful within contemporary processes. It is my argument that ‘place’ has not become
meaningless and social life, for many, is still anchored within specific locales. Both ‘space’
and ‘place’ are playing a pivotal role in the shift to a post-industrial society and in the
gentrification of specific inner city locations.

Chapter Three provides an account of my methods of research. The research question |
choose to look at was ‘what are the implications of post-industrial growth at the level of
place, Ringsend, in Dublin?” This research argues that a main consequence of post-
industrial growth has been the gentrification of the inner city. The process of gentrification
in Ringsend offers a unique opportunity to examine some of these processes. For these
reasons | choose Ringsend as my case study. This research is concerned with
understanding how Ringsend is being re-structured within these processes. From this
research question, three sub themes have emerged: What are the implications for place
within these processes? How is the process of gentrification manifested in Ringsend and
what are the implications of this process? What are the implications of these processes in
terms o f‘community’?

It is through a combination of research data and social theory that this thesis aims to
explain and understand the changes occurring in the contemporary cityscape and in
Ringsend in particular. This chapter highlight the fact that this research combines three
elements:

m Theorising the processes of transition within the contemporary city

m Examining the manifestation of gentrification as a by-product of urban renewal

* Identifying the consequences and implications of this process at the level of place -

Ringsend



This thesis is broadly concerned with how the social world is interpreted, understood,
experienced and produced by people. Therefore, | choose to adopt a qualitative approach to
this study. A deeper understanding required an examination of how these processes are
perceived by both the ‘Ringsenders’ and the ‘gentrifiers’. These categories do not
exemplify the total populations of Ringsend they do however, provide a framework
through which to explore the implications of the shift to a post-industrial society and the
subsequent gentrification of the area.

Qualitative research typically uses interviewing, participant observation, and document
analysis to produce data. | used this triangulated approach to gathering data with
interviewing being the primary source of data collection. | used this approach to develop
an understanding of how Ringsend is being re-structured through post-industrial growth.
This methodological approach also provides a visual interpretation of the changes
occurring within Ringsend and the juxtaposition of industrial and post-industrial
landscapes within the area. This chapter critically examines these approaches and clearly
identifies my role in this research.

Chapter Four provides a detailed case study of Ringsend and examines how
contemporary changes are manifested in the landscape of this particular locale. This
chapter situates the contemporary renewal and gentrification of Ringsend within the
transitions associated with the shift to a post-industrial society. In Chapter Two Dublin
offers a particular case study of how these processes operate at the level of a particular
city. Ringsend’s changing landscape offers a particular case study of how global process
impact on a particular locale and the implications of these changes at the level of locality
or place.

The chapter highlights the fact that the identity of Ringsend as place and of the
Ringsender’s themselves is deeply rooted in its historical development. It explores

Ringsend’s development as a working-class urban village and shows how a strong
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working-class identity developed around industrial development. Ringsend’s development
is marked by a series of industrial development and decline. However, from the 1970s
Ringsend has undergone a process of de-industrialisation, which was devastating for this
inner city community. The Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) show that between
1981 and 1996 the number of people at work declined from 1,686 to 1,481. Accompanying
this decline was a degradation of the built fabric. The decline of Ringsend shows the
devastating effects on some areas of the restructuring of the global economy.

This chapter also emphasises the fact that Ringsend is a place in motion. In recent years
Ringsend has attracted considerable private investment due to its close proximity to the
city centre, the designation of the area for tax incentive schemes in the Urban Renewal act
of 1986 and its inclusion in the Dublin Docklands Development Authority (DDDA). The
contemporary restructuring of the global economy and the transition to the ‘posts’ have
seen this urban village not only restructured but also re-imaged and re-imagined in recent
years. Its landscape is in the process of changing from one that was previously dominated
by industry to one, which is now dominated by office complexes, apartment complexes
and ‘gated communities’. Contemporary changes are examined against the historical
development of the area as it the contrasting landscapes that highlight the implications of
the processes occurring.

The areas changing demographics also indicate that Ringsend is undergoing a process of
intense gentrification. This chapter examines the 1986, the 1996 and the 2002 Small Area
Population Statistics for the area. These statistics show that while the population of the
area has risen in recent years Ringsend is being repopulated by the young, affluent workers
of the service economy. This chapter highlights that the area has been re-imaged to attract,
and accommodate, these groups. The area is being packaged and sold as an upmarket urban
location. It is argued that these images are creating a new sense of place but this is ignoring

the sense of place that previously existed and still exists within the area.
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This chapter also provides visual examples of Ringsend’s landscapes. These visual
representations of Ringsend show the juxtaposition of the past industrial landscape and the
present post-industrial landscape within the same place. The process of gentrification is
visible within the landscape. These photographs give a sense of the enormous changes
occurring, not only in Ringsend but also, in former industrial and dockland areas in cities
and regions throughout advanced capitalist countries. It is the implications of these
transitions that will be examined within my analysis chapters.

The following three analysis chapters are based on qualitative interviews with both the
‘Ringsenders’ and ‘gentrifiers’. These chapters aim to explore the themes discussed in the
first half of my thesis through the voices of those who are living their lives within these
changes.

Chapter Five provides an overview of the sociological significance of place in Ringsend
and its implications for contemporary urban processes. It has often been commented that
we are experiencing a loss of place, or that place is becoming less relevant. Sociological
understandings of place in recent transitions speak of the ‘transcendence of place’
(Coleman 1993), the ‘placelessness of place’ (Relph 1976) and cities ‘without a place’
(Sorkin 1992). This chapter addresses the question ‘does place matter anymore?’

This chapter examines, and refutes the contention, that social meaning has evaporated from
Ringsend as place. Place continues to matter and constitutes the basic element of the social
life of many long-term residents of Ringsend. However, Ringsend as place does not hold
the same significance for the newer population. For the gentrifiers their outlook centres on
the complexes in which they live and towards the city centre where they work and
socialise. However, even for these group’s place has meaning.

This chapter argues that Ringsend as place has not been subsumed within a space of flows,
(Castells, 1989; Emberley, 1989). In fact place has become an integral part of these

processes as they compete for both capital and people. The implication that social meaning

14



has evaporated from place assumes that place is a static concept. Through an analysis of
Ringsend this chapter identifies the fact that place is not a static concept but is constantly
open to interpretation, contestation and change.

This chapter shows that although there may be some objective qualities of place - for
example Ringsend has developed from an industrial to a post-industrial landscape - place
is also composed of multiple layers of subjective meanings. In this era of advanced
globalisation it has often been commented that we need a notion of ‘place’ as stable, secure
and unique. However, from my fieldwork it is clear that the notion of place as a coherent
world is contested. Place is being disrupted within contemporary processes and within
gentrification, which is an integral part of these processes. This chapter highlights that
previous understandings of place are being re-structured, challenged and re-conceptualised.
Chapter six offers an insight into the gentrification process at work in Ringsend. Theories
of gentrification provide a generalised picture of the processes occurring. An examination
of the changes occurring within Ringsend indicates that it is necessary to examine the
gentrification process in a way that addresses the specificity of locality. An analysis of
Ringsend shows how capital both creates and destroys its own landscape, (Harvey, 1985).
In Ringsend the former industrial landscape has been destroyed and in its place stands the
post-industrial landscape of the apartment and office complex. Secondly, Ringsend is also
experiencing the gentrification process associated with the re-valorisation of existing
housing stock.

The apartment complexes are visible indicators that Ringsend is undergoing a shift to a
post-industrial society. My research highlights that they offer accommodation to those
professionals who work within the expanding service sector. However, this chapter
explores the fact that these complexes have been built on sites once dominated by industry
and not only represent a shift to a post-industrial society but also a shift in the social and

spatial relationships that were embedded in Ringsend as place. For the Ringsenders these
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complexes are perceived as ‘out of place’ while for the gentrifiers they are seen as
representing a ‘different place’ or are removed from Ringsend as place.

Within the re-valorised terraced housing the emphasis on ‘taste’, ‘distinction’ and
‘aesthetic’ is clear. However, unlike the residents of the apartment complexes who
consume a ready-made aesthetic the gentrifiers within the terraced housing are actively
involved in the construction of ‘difference’. The *first wave’ of gentrifiers within the
terraced housing show more of an awareness and appreciation of Ringsend as place and of
the community. More recent processes have seen the acquisition of housing stock because
the area has become re-invented and is now seen as a ‘trendy’ location.

While many studies in relation to gentrification treat it as a unified process this chapter
argues that the gentrification process within Ringsend is multi-faceted. There are
indications of a “first wave’ of gentrification highlighted by the ‘urban artist” or the ‘urban
pioneer’ who moved into the terraced housing in the 1990s. A further wave of
gentrification is also noticeable within Ringsend. | argue that these groups can be defined
as ‘moneyed gentrifiers’ pursuing an urban lifestyle and ‘investment gentrifiers’. A type of
‘renter gentrification’ is also discernible in Ringsend. Renters are moving into an already
constructed aesthetic and therefore the term ‘gentrification’ or ‘gentrifier’ may not neatly
apply to them. However, although the term gentrifier may not fit all the people who are
renting within the area, many of them work within the high paid sectors of the economy. |
argue that these ‘well off renters should be seen as part of the same process of
gentrification. The apartments and houses within the area have been constructed and re-
valorised in order to attract them. While it is argued that a cultural model plays a pivotal
role in subsequent waves of gentrification this commodification of culture is not visible
within Ringsend. A main selling point however is that the area is close to the cultural

model that has developed within Dublin itself.
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Through an examination of demand and supply explanations for gentrification this chapter
reveals that it is a combination of the two, which has produced Ringsend’s changing
landscape. However, the shift to a post-industrial landscape has seen capital return to the
inner city and much movement is in response to this relocation. This chapter also
emphasises the point that the gentrification process in Ringsend is also part of a broader
policy context, which aims to reverse the decline of inner-city areas.

In contrast to some post-industrial theorists and post-modern arguments this chapter argues
that class distinctions still exist. Both groups are consciously aware of a class divide. In
many instances distinctions were made in terms of occupation, lifestyle, consumption
patterns and cultural capital. The process of gentrification is inherently class based.
However, gentrification is not a homogenous process and not all gentrifiers share the same
class position. They are however, viewed and view themselves as ‘other’ to the working-
classes within Ringsend.

Chapter Seven examines how community is understood, negotiated and sustained within
Ringsend. The shift to a post-industrial society has initiated a process of gentrification in
Ringsend. This has impacted on the landscape of Ringsend and on the community that
exits within the area. This chapter aims to come to an understanding of the implications of
the changes occurring within Ringsend on the established community.

The term ‘community’ must be looked at contextually. This chapter examines the fact that
for the Ringsenders community is constituted through the formation of social relations
based on spatial association, (Byrne, 2001). It is argued that for the Ringsenders
community is embedded in, sustains, and is sustained by place. However, the global
restructuring of capitalism has implications that reach beyond the realm of economics. This
restructuring impacts on the daily lives of individuals, groups and communities.

Park’s (1967) assertion that communities do not exist within urban contexts is not borne

out in the stories my respondents tell of the established community that exists within
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Ringsend. Bauman (2001) argues that the feeling that the word community evokes is in
fact an imagined community. In contrast to Bauman, my respondents speak of the
community he describes as ‘imagined’ as a sociological reality, This chapter shows that
community, for my respondents, is the familiarity that people have with their neighbours
and people throughout the area. These social relations are due to understandings and
negotiations that have developed over time. Community for the Ringsenders is also a rich
source of ‘social capital’ and a source of identity and identification. ‘Communities of
memory’ are also found at the level of place, or neighbourhood, and based on collective
activities that occurred within place and which are both defined by place and also help to
define place.

A major part of the restructuring of place in Ringsend is through the construction of
apartment complexes that serve to provide accommodation for a young, educated
workforce. This chapter highlights the fact that these groups have little attachment to
Ringsend as place or to the community that exists within the area. One consequence of this
is the emergence of different ‘types’ of communities that are less bounded that those of the
past. The apartment complexes within Ringsend can be characterised as new
representations of place and new forms of identification with place. They also represent
differing forms of community. Although community, defined by spatial proximity and
spatial association, is only present within the gated communities in Ringsend in terms of
recognition other forms of social networks exist which are not necessarily embedded in
Ringsend. The forms of networks and communities that exist within the apartment
complexes differ to the everyday understanding and practice of community by the
Ringsenders.

A major objective of the DDDA is to develop the docklands into a model of sustainable
inner city regeneration. This includes the integration of the newer residents and the existing

communities into a city quarter. This chapter argues that there are no links between the two
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groups and both are physically, economically and socially separated from each other.
Evidence suggests the sharing of social capital between the established community and
social preservationists but the latter constitute only a small constituency within the
gentrifying population.

Some of the gentrifiers that reside in the apartment complexes define themselves as a
transient population. In addition the apartments are not designed to cater for children.
These developments have led to the displacement of some of the younger population of
Ringsenders who due to rising residential costs cannot afford to remain in the area. It is
argued that this type of development does not induce continuity of community rather it has
the opposite effect. The apartments are in effect removing the children. It is the children
who ensure the survival of the community.

This chapter argues that attachment to place is the main requirement for involvement in
community issues. The majority of gentrifiers show minimal attachment to Ringsend as
place thus impacting on community continuity. For the Ringsenders the sustainability of
their neighbourhood is dependent on the sustainability of the existing community. It is
argued that they feel that this is something that is not adequately addressed within the
urban regeneration strategy for the area.

In the concluding chapter | draw together the key themes that have animated the thesis and
identify the complex ways in which gentrification in Ringsend has proceeded. While it is
clear that global processes touch down in Ringsend much as they do elsewnhere, it is also
noteworthy that the local context continues to structure sense of place and feelings of
belonging to community. Furthermore, these two factors - sense of place and feelings of

belonging - act as important bulwarks against the forces of gentrification.



Shaping the Cityscape
(1.1) Introduction
This chapter aims to come to an understanding of the processes that shape the city and the
contemporary cityscape. The landscapes of cities are the result, and an expression, of
economic, political, social and cultural processes within an historical setting. A city’s

landscape is also the outcome of the particular ‘...niche or specific node that a city
occupies within the overall network’, (Fainstein, 1996:170). In other words all cities are
linked into a global economic system and each city occupies a specific niche within this
system. The reorganisation of die global economy affects all cities. Although cities have to
be examined within the context of their particular histories there are certain processes that
affected the spatial and social organisation of the cityscape and it is these general processes
that will be focused on.

While the built environment is dynamic certain changes produce structural
transfonnations. Successive phases of capitalist development have spatial, social and
political implications. The process of industrialisation and Fordism are examples of this.
Within advanced capitalist societies, in the last few decades, another shift is now
occurring. As such many cities are again in the process of structural transformation. This is
attributed to the recent rise in new information technologies, decline in manufacturing,
increased flexibility and changing lifestyles amongst other processes. These processes are
contributing to the emergence of new ‘types’ of cities. These new ‘types’ of cities have
been referred to as post-industrial (Bell 1973, Kumar 1995), post-Fordist (Harvey 1990,
Amin 1994) or post-modern (Baudrillard 1988, Rose 1991). This chapter argues that all of
these processes are interrelated and linked to changes in the configuration of capitalism.
Multitudes of processes interact to produce changing cityscapes and all of these ‘types’ are

evident within contemporary urban forms. The ‘contemporary city’ differs, in many

respects, from the urban landscapes associated with the industrial revolution or Fordism.
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This chapter will examine some of the factors that shape the cityscape, the trends
associated with, and the implications of the structural transition taking place in advanced
capitalist cities. It is within the transitions associated with the ‘posts’ that both
contemporary Dublin, and Ringsend, are located. In order to gain a fuller understanding of
the processes referred to as post-Fordist, post-industrial and post-modern each will be
examined separately. | will then present an overview of the key characteristics of the
theoretical approaches, identifying the points of intersection between all three. It will
become clear that contemporary capitalism is both a complex economic system and a

social system. The contemporary gentrification of Ringsend highlights this point.
(1.2) Shaping the modern cityscape

According to Hall while the city is in a constant state of flux many of these changes can be
regarded as:
....largely cosmetic and the underlying processes of urbanisation and the overall
structure of the city remain largely unaltered. However, at certain periods
fundamentally different processes of urbanisation have emerged; the result has been
that the rate of urban change has accelerated and new, distinctly different, urban
forms have developed, (1998:1).
These ‘“different processes of urbanisation’ are linked to particular configurations of
capitalism and to what Byrne (2001) defines as ‘phase shifts’. Capitalism has contained
many configurations however the two main configurations, for the purpose of this thesis,
are Fordism and ‘flexible accumulation’ (Harvey, 1990). However, there have also been
two ‘phase shifts’ which have transformed the urban landscape and ‘the whole character of
the social systems within which people lead their lives’, (Byrne, 2001:2). This is not to say
that there have not been other discontinuities but that these ‘phase shifts’ are changes in
both quality and type, (Byrne, 2001:2) The first of these ‘phase shifts’ was the industrial
revolution and the subsequent increase in urbanisation. The second ‘phase shift’ is now

occurring in the advanced capitalist world and it is referred to variously as ‘post-

industrial’, ‘post-modern’ or ‘post Fordist’.



These changes, configurations and ‘phase shifts’ are not mutually exclusive categories but
are all inextricably linked. These changes are also integrated into wider social and cultural
processes. Changing economic and social forms are ‘mutually constitutive’. “This means
that each realm affects the other but they have room for independent manoeuvre - no one
sphere is totally determined by the other’, (Knox and Pinch, 2000:24). However ‘..there
can be no doubt that economic systems have a crucial impact on city forms and their social
geography’, (Knox and Pinch, 200:24). This section will briefly examine some of the
factors associated with the industrial revolution and Fordism in order to show how
capitalist configurations and ‘phase shifts’ (Byrne, 2001) not only have economic impacts
but also have spatial, social and political implications. This will also provide the necessary
background for an analysis of the ‘posts’.

(1.2.1) The Industrial Revolution and urbanisation

The processes associated with the development of the modem city began with the
industrial revolution and the industrial city. ‘Industrial cities’, or cities that have been
influenced by the industrial revolution, constitute a large part of the urban systems of the
UK, Europe and the USA, (Hall, 1998:5). It is necessary to highlight here that Dublin was
never what can be described as classically industrial. However, parts of Dublin, and in
particular inner city dockland areas, were heavily industrialised and contemporary
development has impacted on the communities that developed around these industrial
areas. Although many cities are now in, what has been termed, a ‘post-industrial’ phase
they still bear the marks of industrialisation and this has affected contemporary
development. According to Hall not only was the size and rapidity of growth of these cities
new but also the forces that shaped this growth, (1998:7). The basis of the industrial town
was a new system of production that emerged with the rise of industrial capitalism - the

factory.
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The Spatial Form ofthe Industrial City

A city’s spatial form is related to, but not totally determined by, the ability of capitalists to
outbid each other for land within the city centre. As such, in this period, it was the ability
of industry to outbid other land uses within the centre of cities that was fundamental to the
spatial form of the industrial city. Therefore, new factories, warehouses and the shops and
offices that depended on them occupied the best and most accessible sites within the city
centres, (Knox and Pinch, 2000:28). It was industry that could pay the high rental prices
demanded for these sites. Around the centre appeared tracts of ‘working-class’ housing to
house the factory workers and their families. Limited space, maximisation of profits and
the fact that there were no regulatory measures on housing standards led to high-density
living.

The factories and warehouses, that were beginning to dominate the landscape of the city
centre, began to edge out the wealthy groups who had been living there. However, those
who could afford to move were also keen to physically distance themselves from the
landscape of the factories and the initial atrocious conditions of the working-class housing
that surrounded them. Combined with this transport services were improving so the
wealthy, or ‘middle-classes’, moved out into newly built suburbs. As such not only were
they now socially distant from the working-classes but also geographically, or physically
distant as well. ‘Social status, newly ascribed in terms of money, became synonymous with
rent paying ability, so that neighbourhoods were, in effect, created along status divisions’,
(Knox and Pinch, 2000:28).

From Industrialisation onwards:

The urban form, or the city, was not only growing at a rapid pace aided by new technology,
new modes of production, and newly introduced planning laws but it was also becoming

more and more differentiated and segregated.
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Changes in building technology made it possible for cities to grow upwards as well
as outwards, and the cyclical growth of the capitalist economy, with successive
improvements in urban transport systems, produced a sequence of growth phases
which endowed the modem city with a series of patchy but distinctive suburban
zones, (Knox and Pinch, 2000:28).
The urban landscape has changed, since industrialisation, at a rapid pace. Some of these
trends have included increased suburbanisation for both the middle-classes and the
working-classes, de-industrialisation (where manufacturing has moved out of the city
centre, and in many cases to regions outside the core Western areas) and the development
of ‘edge cities’. One major trend for the purpose of this thesis is the fact that the shift to a
post-industrial economy has been accompanied by increased urban renewal particularly
within the inner city. It is within this process of re-structuring that this thesis locates the
process of the contemporary gentrification of many city centres. Since the 1980s a debate
has been occupying the social sciences on whether we are witnessing the emergence of
new ‘types’ of cities. The processes associated with this will be examined in the following
sections.
(1.2.2) Fordism
There are many different positions and schools of thought within Fordism and social
scientists writing within this area have not produced a neat, coherent body of work. It is
beyond the scope of this thesis to examine all of these arguments or ‘positions’ in detail.
For a more detailed analysis see Aglietta 1979, Jessop 1992, Harvey 1985, Lipietz 1986,
Boyer 1990, Harvey 1990, Esser and Hirsch 1994, Amin 1994. Here | will present an
overview of the central concerns of Fordism in order to show how capitalist configurations
extend beyond the realm of economics and have social and spatial implications. It is
necessary to highlight that Dublin has never been classically Fordist to the extent of the

industrial belts in the US and parts of Europe however, Fordist production methods have

become widespread across all industrial sectors.
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One of the arguments within the Fordist debate stems from the ‘Regulation school’ of
French sociologists and is referred to as the ‘Regulation approach’ (Aglietta 1979, Boyer
1990, Lipietz 1986).
The regulation approach was pioneered in France in the 1970s, and refined in the
1980s, by political economists attempting to explain the dynamics of long-term
cycles of economic stability and change, (Amin, 1994:7)
The regulation approach recognises the tendency within capitalism for instability and crisis
as identified by Marx. When faced with such crisis capitalism has the propensity to change
and the *....ability to coalesce and stabilise around a set of institutions, rules and norms
which serve to secure a relatively long period of economic growth’, (Amin, 1994:7). For
the ‘Regulation School’ the history of capitalist development is marked by successive
‘modes of development’. Each ‘mode of development’ consists of a particular ‘regime of
accumulation” and ‘mode of regulation’. The ‘regime of accumulation’ refers to a ‘set of
regularities at the level of the whole economy, enabling a more or less coherent process of
capital accumulation’, (Nielsen, 1991:22). Therefore it is a particular set of arrangements
whereby the process of capital accumulation is facilitated. ‘It implies some correspondence
between the transformation of both the conditions of production and the conditions of
reproduction ofwage earners’, (Harvey, 1990:121).
The ‘mode of regulation’ ‘refers to the institutional ensemble (laws, agreements,
etc.) and the complex of cultural habits and norms which secures capitalist
reproduction as such. It consists of a set of “formal or informal “rules” that codify
the main social relationships, (Nielsen, 1991: 22).
It is the set of institutional arrangements that facilitates the process of capital accumulation.
It is the bringing together of:
...the behaviours of all kinds of individuals- capitalists, workers, state employees,
financiers, and all manner of other political-economic agents - into some kind of
configuration that will keep the regime of accumulation functioning, (Harvey,
1990:121).

Fordism was a specific ‘regime of accumulation” which was facilitated by a specific ‘mode

of regulation’. For Harvey the symbolic initiation date of Fordism was 1914 when Ford
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introduced his five-dollar, eight-hour day to workers who manned his recently installed
car-assembly line, (1990:125). However, Fordism as a ‘regime of accumulation’ and a
‘mode of regulation” was installed in capitalist economies during the inter-war years but
became prevalent during the post-war boom. It spanned approximately 50 years from the
1920s -1970s and was at its peak during the post World War 2 reconstruction period until
the late 1960s / early 1970s, (Harvey, 1990).
Fordism is characterised by the widespread mass production of standardised goods. It is
based on the assembly-line production methods pioneered by Henry Ford whereby
machinery was fixed purpose and designed to cater for long production runs. Ford’s
innovations were greatly influenced by Taylor’s Principles of Scientific Management
(1911). Ford’s innovations swept through the industrial sector and became known as the
Fordist regime of accumulation - Fordism. It must be noted that not all workers will be
involved in this production. Fordism did not eliminate all other forms of production
techniques like craft workers. However, Fordist methods became the driving force of the
economy, and in particular the US economy, especially from 1945 onwards.
Fordism is more than a production process or principles of Taylorism:
What was special about Ford (and what ultimately separates Fordism from
Taylorism), was his vision, his explicit recognition that mass production meant
mass consumption, a new system of the reproduction of labour power, a new
politics of labour control and management, a new aesthetics and psychology, in
short, a new kind of rationalized, modernist, and populist democratic society,
(Harvey, 1990: 125-126).
Ford’s ‘five-dollar, eight-hour day’ had a dual purpose. It was offered as an incentive to
workers whose jobs had been de-skilled and it insured workers, and their families had both
the income and the leisure time to ‘consume’ and absorb the volume of mass-produced
goods. For Ford, it was also necessary to create a discerning consumer.
...in 1916, Ford sent...social workers into the homes of his... workforce to ensure
that the ‘new man’ of mass production had the right kind of moral probity, family

life, and capacity for prudent (i.e. non-alcoholic) and ‘rational’” consumption to live
up to corporate needs and expectations Questions of sexuality, the family,
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forms of moral concern, of consumerism, and of state action, were, in Gramsci’s

view, all bound up with the search to forge a particular kind of worker ‘suited to the

new type of work and production process’, (Harvey, 1990:126).
For Gramsci (1971) Fordism had wide-ranging social implications, as it was more than a
specific mode of production it was also a specific ‘mode of living’. Fordism needed a
specific ‘type of individual’ with a specific ‘type of lifestyle’, (Gramsci, 1971). This in
essence was a nuclear family not only for reproduction of the workforce but also as a
‘prudent” and ‘rational’ consumer unit that would absorb the quantity of mass-produced
goods. For Gramsci (1971) the period of Fordism was also an attempt to regulate sexual
and familial life. This is evident by the fact that in the United States in the 1950s and 1960s
bitter struggles ensued as crackdowns against gay individuals, and the spaces they
occupied, occurred. These laws also lead to struggles through which individuals redefine
their own experiences and identities. Therefore although Fordism may have attempted to
produce a specific ‘type’ of individual there will always be groups who will resist this and
in doing so construct varying ‘types’ of identities.
Fordism also meant a commodification of culture. The 1950s and 1960s have been defined
as the ‘Western consumer boom’. This is not to imply economics determining cultural
forms but in fact the two realms fed into each other to produce varying forms of
consumerism. The post-war period saw a new demand for consumer products and also an
increase in the commodities available. According to Chaney (1996) prior to the Second
World War consumerism had been essentially a middle-class activity. However, post 1945
increases in living standards resulted in consumption becoming an accepted part of life for
the working-classes as well, (Chaney, 1996). For example this period encompassed the rise
of the ‘youth market’. During this period of economic growth teenagers had more
disposable funds and as such they had become a significant market attraction. Consumer
items such as fashion clothes, records, make-up etc. were targeted directly at this group.

However, coupled with this was a desire among this group towards distinctive forms of
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collective identities. Consumerism had become a way both to express and construct
identity. Therefore although Fordism did, as Gramsci notes, produce a particular ‘mode of
living’ it must also be acknowledged that the rise in disposable income also allowed
specific groups to express and construct a multitude of life-style choices. It is this
combination that in effect produced various forms of lifestyles or modes of living.

After the 1920s and 1930s mass production dominated the leading industries however the
‘mode of regulation’ suitable to Fordism was only fully installed in capitalist societies after
the Second World War. For a detailed discussion of Fordism and how the ‘mode of social
regulation’ that facilitated Fordist growth was implemented across capitalist societies see
Pugh and Hickson 1989; Walsh and Dear 1989; Harvey, 1990; Amin, 1994; Schirato and
Webb, 2003. In brief ‘Fordism is summarized as the age of ‘intensive accumulation” with
‘monopolistic regulation’ of the economy’, (Amin, 1994:9). It is represented by national
corporations, the nation state as a unit of production and regulation, distinct classes based
on manual and non-manual workers, standardised welfare provision, the standardisation of
education, mass production of standardised goods based on ‘rigid’ technologies and mass
consumption.

Spatial Implications of Fordism

According to Harvey economic growth was also assured through State-sponsored
reconstruction of war-torn economies, suburbanization particularly in the United States,
and urban renewal, (1990:132). Fordism continued the basic drive of the Industrial
Revolution. The period of Fordism produced, especially in the United States, a
proliferation of suburban areas. This was connected to the ‘specific mode of living’
referred to by Gramsci. Suburbia was based around the concept of the nuclear family and
the construction of these new residential areas coupled with the ‘type of lifestyle’
encouraged within these areas created the demand necessary to absorb large volumes of

mass produced goods. Suburbanisation also allowed for the expansion and growth of the

28



city. For Lash and Urry (1987) Fordism is characterised by the geographical and spatial
concentration of people and production in industrial towns and cities.

Production was located in advanced capitalist economies however there was a spatial
division of labour within these areas. Advances in technology created a dual labour market
of primary and secondary workers. Primary workers were skilled non-routine workers such
as management, engineers, scientist’s etc. These tend to concentrate in cities so therefore
company headquarters and research built up in these core areas. Secondary workers
perform unskilled routine work so this aspect of production, aided by advances in transport
and telecommunications, could be located anywhere where there was space and a plentiful
labour supply - at this stage this was usually in periphery areas of the home country.
Therefore, the centre of ‘the city’ began a process of change from one that was dominated
by industry and manufacturing to one where industry began to move out to other regions.
Fordism as a ‘regime of accumulation’ and a ‘mode of regulation’ formed the basis of the
post-war boom, which lasted until the oil crisis of 1973. However Fordism has been
achieving comparative declines in output in many advanced capitalist countries since the
1960s due to a combination of factors. One of these factors was market saturation. The oil
crisis saw Fordism reach a crisis point highlighted by further declining productivity.
Capitalism responded to this crisis by creating a system of ‘global Fordism’. Production
moved to cheap wage region of the world referred to as Newly Industrialising Countries
(East Asia, South America and parts of Southern Europe) while central control, research
and design remained in core urban areas of advanced industrial countries. This in effect
created an international division of labour. Another response to the crisis has been termed
‘post-Fordism’ which has seen the dominance of a different ‘regime of accumulation’ and
‘mode ofregulation’. The implications of this will be examined in the following sections.

(1.2.3) Modernity
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In general historical terms, ‘modernity’ refers to the period since the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance and is associated with the replacement of ‘traditional’ society by ‘modem’
social forms. The process of ‘modernisation’ can be viewed as the overall societal process,
including industrialisation, by which previously agrarian societies developed. This section
IS not intended to be an examination of the factors associated with modernity. For a more
detailed analysis of this see Berman, 1982; Habermas, 1983; Soja, 1989. This section will
briefly examine the link between modernity and urban design.

According to Harvey the need to confront the problems of massive urbanization was one of
the seed-beds in which the modernist movements flourished, (1990:25). Indeed much
modernist thinking and practice was in response to the crisis of urban organisation,
impoverishment and congestion. For Harvey there is a strong connection between the
‘garden city’ proposals of Ebenezer Howard (1898), Daniel Burnham’s “White City’
(1893), Gamier’s ‘linear industrial city’ (1903), among others, and the large-scale urban
renewal efforts undertaken in the 1950s and 1960s in the spirit of high modernism,
(1990:25-26). This specific strand of modernism, that which believes that rational planning
can alleviate both the problems associated with urban growth and the unequalness of the
capitalist system merely produced urban forms that displayed the power divisions evident
within the system in the urban landscape itself. Building large scale housing projects to
house the working-classes produced images of power while simultaneously alienating and
segregating people who had no power to incorporate their own needs into these
environments.

In Dublin, Ballymun, St. Michael’s and Fatima Mansions are examples of these modernist
flat complexes. It is interesting that these are all in the process of being demolished as it is
assumed that the built environment itself is in some way responsible for the ‘problems’
associated with these areas. While there does seem to be a valid issue concerning

unrestricted access and security within the flats this alone is not the cause ofthe ‘problems’
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experienced within these estates. These ‘problems’ include poverty, unemployment,
violence, drug addiction and a high incidence of lone young unmarried mothers. To view
the built environment as the source of all social ills ignores the structures of inequalities
that are evident in contemporary Irish society. This is not to say that the built environment
is not important in the lives of the residents but that its significance can be overstated. One
needs to understand society in terms of differences in access to the means in order to
improve standards of living. Within Ringsend both modem and post-modem complexes
are juxtaposed with each other revealing not only differences in architectural style but also
in lifestyle. Visual evidence ofthis is provided in Chapter Four.
The general processes, which shaped the modem city, are deeply connected to the
industrial revolution and Fordism. The project of modernity also impacted on the urban
landscape producing large-scale housing developments, which although housed many
people also produced segregation. It is clear that phases of capitalist development not only
have a crucial impact on the urban form but also have social and political implications. The
contemporary city is changing and is being shaped by a different set of processes
associated with the shift to a ‘post’ society. The implications of these shifts are crucial in
understanding Ringsend’s changing landscape. The following sections will explore these
processes.
(1.3) Defining the ‘posts’
It is important to consider what exactly is being conveyed when using the prefix of ‘post’.
Although for some these emerging new trends represent a break with the past it is also
argued that these are a modification of old trends, (see Byrne, 2001). | do not contend that
the ‘transition” occurring at present is a definite break with the past or a clear break
between definite phases.

Reliance on sharp distinctions between phases has been criticised for falling prey,

in its worst applications, to a logic of binary contrasts between, say, rigid or

collective ‘old times’ and flexible or individualistic ‘new times’, (Amin, 1994:3).

31



There is no definite break between industrial/post-industrial, Fordism/post-Fordism and
modem/post-modem as all aspects of these processes are evident within societies to
differing degrees. However according to Amin:
It seems that capitalism is at a crossroads in its historical development signalling
the emergence of forces - technological, market, social and institutional - that will
be very different from those which dominated the economy after the Second World
War’, (1994:1).
It is important to acknowledge that the transitions occurring are ‘uneven’. The transition
from an industrial to a post-industrial world is occurring in advanced capitalist economies
and also within the metropolitan core of these societies. In addition manufacturing
employment, although declining, is still an important component of these economies. The
urban world is to a large degree still an industrial world, (Byrne, 2001:23-24). The ‘posts’,
as referred to within this chapter, are concerned with transitions that are occurring at
present however, these are dynamic, uneven and their outcomes are not determined. The

following sections aim to come to an understanding of these emerging forces and their

implications for the cityscape.
(1.4) Post-industrialism

Daniel Bell (1973) is best known for advancing the theory of post-industrial society. For
Bell the post-industrial society is a world in which information matters more than physical
goods. Bell’s theory has been enlarged and debated by other social theorists. There are
many strands and positions within the post-industrial debate and this section will only
provide an overview. For Bell (1973) some of the characteristics of post-industrial society
include:

m The move from a society in which the manufacture of physical goods was the dominant
economic activity to one in which the production of services now dominates the
economy.

m The dominance of a professional and technical class: The move from a society

dominated by industry to one dominated by services would also include a growth in a
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highly educated workforce of professionals that this service sector would require. For
Bell the most senior of these service workers, the professional and technical class,
become the ruling class of the new society.

m The importance of ‘theoretical scientific knowledge’: For Bell it was theoretical
scientific knowledge, which would become the axial principle of the post-industrial
society, (Rose, 1991:29). The reason that the professional and technical class becomes
the ruling class of society is due to their control of knowledge, which is vital in this
new information age. Knowledge thus becomes the main strategic resource and the
source for growth.

m Information: Computer and data-transmission systems become the transforming agents

of post-industrial society. (Bell, 1973).

But the basic idea of the post-industrial society was the movement to a service
society and the rapid growth of professional and technical employment, (Kumar
1978:185-240).
...the transition from an industrial society, in which the basis of most people’s
livelihoods was waged work making material thing- to a postindustrial society in
which most of us still work for wages but more and more of us are now making
immaterial services and signs, (Byrne, 2001:02).
One of the characteristics associated with post-industrial society is an increase in jobs
within the service sector. This has corresponded with a decline in manufacturing
employment due to productivity gains, plant closure and the relocation of some of this
employment to NIC’s. Between *..1971 and 1991 London lost 70% of their total of
manufacturing jobs while experiencing growth in jobs in financial services and health and
educational employment’, (Byrne, 2001:29). Within Ireland manufacturing employment
has decreased from 237,146 in 1996 to 225,020 in 2002. (Source: Central Statistics Office,
Census ofPopulation 1996, vol. 7, table 1; Census 2002, vol. 6, table 1). Since the 1980s
industrial share of total employment has steadily declined from 32 per cent in 1981 to 25
per cent in 2002. (Source: Central Statistics Office, Census 2002, Principle Socio-

Economic Results, figure 2). In contrast employment in the service sectors stood at 37% of

total employment in 1936, this had increased to 59% in 1992 and had further increased to
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69% in 2002. (Source: Central Statistics Office, Census 2002, Principle Socio-Economic
Results, figure 2). Similar growth in the service sector is to be found within the United
States and in other advanced capitalist countries. One of the reasons for the growth in
services is peoples desire to fulfil post-material needs:
As people become better off in absolute terms they can spend more of their income
on services as opposed to, first, basics such as food and shelter, and second,
manufactured goods, (Byrne, 2001:48).
The post-industrial society is also characterised by an increase in those employed in
professional, administrative and managerial employment. As Kumar notes:
Over the century, the censuses do indeed record a striking rise in the number of
professional, administrative and managerial employees. From constituting no more
than 5-10 per cent of the work-force at the beginning of the century, they now in all
western societies make up between 20-25 per cent of workers, (Kumar, 1995:25).
Within Ireland employment in these sectors is steadily increasing. Employment in the
Professional, Technical and Health sectors increased from 183,899 in 1991 to 225,855 in
1996 and had further increased to 293,794 in 2002. (Source: Central Statistics Office,
Census ofPopulation, 1996, vol. 7, table 1; Census 2002, vol. 6, table 1). Managerial and
technical workers have also increased from 579,867 in 1996 to 752,147 in 2002. (Source:
Central Statistics Office, Census of Population 2002, vol. 6, table 17). The number of
professional workers has increased from 118,888 in 1991 to 140,016 in 1996 and this has
further increased to 176, 886 in 2002. (Source: Central Statistics Office, Census of
Population 1996, vol. 7, Table 18; Census ofpopulation 2002, vol. 6, table 17). Clerical,
Managing and Government workers have increased from 246,205 in 1996 to 318,565 in
2002; Sales and Commerce workers have increased from 195,666 in 1996 to 239,915 in
2002; (Source: Central Statistics Office, Census ofPopulation 1996, vol. 7, table 1; Census
ofPopulation 2002, vol. 6, table 1). However, in addition there has also been a significant

increase in employment within the sector of personal services. Personal service

employment has increased from 85,911 in 1991 to 126,592 in 1996 to 151,312 in 2002.
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(Source: Central Statistics Office, Census ofPopulation 1996, vol. 7, Table 8; Census of
Population 2002, vol. 6, table 8). This sector of employment is relatively low- paid in
comparison to the ‘knowledge’ sector. This gives rise to a dual labour force. As Ireland is
becoming post-industrial, it also is experiencing a widening gap between the high earners
and the lower paid.

A post-industrial society relies on service industries, knowledge-production, and
information technology to create wealth. This is in direct contrast to the majority of
Western societies from the industrial revolution onwards whereby industrial manufacturing
was the main source of wealth creation. As a result the education system, particularly Third
Level institutions, has become an important component of the economy. Within Ireland the
proportion of people in the labour force with a Third Level qualification increased from
25.4 per cent in 1996 to 32.1 per cent in 2002. (Source: Central Statistics Office, Census
2002, Principle Socio-Economic Results, table G).

The theories of post-industrial society were enlarged into the view of contemporary society
as not just a post-industrial society but as ‘the information society’. For Bell (1980) it is the
convergence of the computer with telecommunications, which has resulted in the dawn of
the information society. These combined have resulted in the fact that knowledge can be
processed and communicated at the same time. The invention of the communications
satellite has resulted in instant global communication. “The combination of satellites,
television, telephone, fibre optic cables, and microelectronic computers has meshed the
world together into a unified knowledge grid’, (Kumar, 1995:10). Information of all types
can be retrieved instantly from the home or office from all parts of the globe at any time to
suit individual needs and tastes. In this way information technology leads to a time/space
compression that wasn’t in existence prior to the advent of this technology. According to
Naisbitt for the first time we are a truly global economy, because for the first time we have

on the planet instantaneously shared information, (1984: 57).
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These technological advances have, according to information society theorists, led to a
situation where we now mass-produce information and as such the central variables of the
information society are information and knowledge. Thus, the organisation of information
flows becomes the predominant factor in the information society and as such ‘knowledge’
and ‘information” workers become dominant. The growth of the information society is
highlighted by a steady growth in employment in computer/software occupations and
scientific and technical occupations. Within Ireland employment in Computer/Software
occupations increased from 13,958 in 1991 to 19,598 in 1996 and had further increased to
37,770 in 2002. Employment in Scientific and Technical occupations increased from 25,
083 in 1991 to 35,319 in 1996 and had further increased to 52,796 in 2002. (Source:
Central Statistics Office, Census ofPopulation 1996, vol. 7, table 8; Census ofPopulation
2002, vol. 6, table 8).

Theoretical debates over the nature of this transition have been intensifying and much
research has built on the concept of the post-industrial society. The nature of this transition
has been defined by numerous terms, which have included ‘information society’, ‘service
economy’, ‘knowledge economy’ and ‘global knowledge economy’. For a full range of
discussions see Castells, 1996; Giddens, 2000; Cooke, 2002; Rodrigues, 2002. Within all
of these debates it is the growing role of innovation and knowledge that is emphasised.
Alongside these discussions there has also been an attempt to define the implications of
these transformations for spatial systems. It is argued that cities and city-regions are both
crucial for national economic growth and also are becoming crucial nodes within the
global economy. (Hall, 1984; Castells, 1989; Sassen, 1991; Soja, 1995; Simmie, 2001).
According to Sokol (2004) the Dublin metropolitan region could be taken as a case in
point. This region is both the engine for Irish economic growth and employment while also
becoming increasingly connected with the global economy. Much of the growth within the

Dublin region is based on what can be termed ‘knowledge industries’.
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It is knowledge itself that is the source of value in the post-industrial society. For post-
industrial theorists like Bell 1973, 1980, Naisbitt 1984, Stonier 1983 and Masuda 1985
these changes are to be welcomed. In fact for some the post-industrial society has become
equated with a more democratic, peaceful and equal society. The dissemination of
information to all is seen as a means of making injustices more visible and thus eliminating
their occurrence. Also it is envisioned that the computer will cancel out the need for many
types of labour thus leaving people free to educate themselves and also free to pursue other
activities. In fact the information society is seen as providing equal opportunity and access
to knowledge and is thus for some seen as a classless society.

It is difficult to argue with the fact that information technology has had a huge impact on
contemporary society and flows of information have connected people across the globe in
many ways. Castells argues that we now live in an informational global economy - a
‘Network Society’ (1996). It is also difficult to argue with the fact that there has been an
increase in ‘knowledge’ and ‘information’ workers in professional, technical and financial
sectors. Also information technology has made it possible to forge global connections and
to transmit global images, which impacts on culture in many ways. However, claims that
the information society is one based on a ‘global-village’, equality and the elimination of
class distinctions is rather more difficult to accept. In order to argue this point it is first

necessary to examine ‘...the clearly capitalist character of much IT activity’, (Kumar,
1995:31).

Multinational corporations are both the main developers and the main users of information
technology. Multinational organisations operate on a global scale and as such need to
utilise the most up to date information technology in order to co-ordinate all of their
activities. In addition in this era of “flexible accumulation’ speed of delivery of information

relating to market changes is of utmost importance. Global communications allow

corporations to keep their “fingers on the pulse’ and in effect this gives them a competitive
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edge in volatile markets. According to Byrne ‘....global companies operate through
information nets which now might be considered to constitute the real structure of the
enterprise’, (Byrne, 2001:47).

This need for information technology has resulted in the fact that:

...a powerful new group of IT multinationals has risen to prominence. These then
not only further the growth of IT by their own organizational needs but are active in
generating and pressing new services on other giants. These others ....begin to
move in on the act. A spiral develops whose main effect is the continuous creating
of IT goods, services and workers (Webster and Robins 1986: 219-56; Douglas and
Guback 1984:234-5; Traber 1986:3), (Kumar, 1995:29).

The continuous creation of IT goods and services requires an expansion of markets. As
such the expansion of the office into the home is now becoming a regular feature within
advanced capitalist societies. The distinction between the office and the home is becoming
blurred, as is the boundary between work and leisure. It is multinational corporations who
gain most by eliminating these distinctions. New technologies are being used to expand
markets and increase profits. The main objective is capital accumulation. The information
society is in effect a feature of advanced capitalism and not a ‘new’ society.

In contrast to the view that promotes a positive and unproblematic impression of the shift
to a post-industrial society Drudy and Punch highlight the fact that there is a growing body
of evidence that points to a new and intensifying trend towards polarisation in the
developed nations, (2000: 220). It is clear that there is a dual economy evident within Irish
society. This situation is reflected in the 2005 Human Development Report, published by
the UN Development Programme on the 7th September. The report found that 15.2 per cent
of the Irish population lived in poverty. Only Italy and the US had a higher poverty rate
among the 18 industrialised countries surveyed. In general the report found that of the top
30 most developed countries in the world Ireland was placed fourth in terms of inequality.

In Ireland the richest 10 per cent of the population had 9.7 times more wealth than the

poorest 10 per cent, (Joe Humphreys, The Irish Times, September 8, 2005). Post-industrial
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growth in Ireland has not produced a more equal society rather the trend is towards
growing inequality and polarisation. As such the claim to greater equality and the end of
‘class’ society is unfounded. The widening gap between the relatively rich and poor
highlighted by the dual labour force is evidence of this. In addition an analysis of Ringsend
shows that class not only matters but also plays a crucial role in the lives of many of my
respondents. An analysis of Ringsend also shows that the shift to a post-industrial society
is not unproblematic as it impacts on place.

It is argued that these changes are beneficial because they lead to productivity growth and
economic growth. However these views ignore some very important dimensions of the
process. According to Massey (1995) there has been an increasing division between
‘mental’ and ‘manual’ labour which has led to the geographical restructuring of functions.
For Drudy and Punch this is highlighted by the fact that ‘higher end’ functions
(headquarters and R&D) are concentrated in core cities to benefit from sophisticated
infrastructure or the availability of highly skilled labour. In contrast manufacture and
assembly functions may be ‘decentralised’ from traditional industrial regions to take
advantage of cheaper, unorganised labour reserves in the ‘periphery’ or less developed
countries, (2000: 218). This has important consequences for regional inequality however it
also has important consequences for previously industrial regions and inner city areas. Due
to de-industrialisation many areas underwent a period of economic decline. Many inner
city areas in particular have experienced periods of dis-investment resulting in rising
unemployment figures and the dereliction of the built environment. Therefore this thesis
argues that these changes are not universally beneficial.

It would seem that the Irish economy conforms to Bell’s analysis of post-industrial society
and theories of the ‘information society’. Indeed according to Peillon Ireland has a *...fast-
growing post-industrial economy’, (2002:38). A post-industrial economy is characterised
by:
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..a predominance of services; a highly educated labour force; a reliance on the
handling of information associated with a high level of ‘theoretical’ and scientific
knowledge, (Peillon, 2002:47).
As examined there has been a steady growth in all of these sectors. Statistically it is clear
that Ireland is indeed entering a post-industrial phase. However, Ireland’s shift to a post-
industrial economy differs to other core capitalist countries. Theories of post-industrial
society examine the movement from an industrial to a post-industrial society however
Ireland does not fall neatly into this pattern. Ireland seems to have skipped the heavily
industrialised stage that characterised much of the development of other Western countries.
This is highlighted in the following quote:
Intel, Gateway, Hewlett Packard and Dell all have manufacturing plants in the
country, which is now also the world’s second largest software producer. Microsoft
has its European headquarters in Sandyford in South Dublin, while home-grown
companies such as lona and Trintech are becoming known in the world market.
...the country seems to have leapt from being largely farming based and pre-
industrial to knowledge-based and post-industrial in a very short space of time,
(Moore, 1998: 3-4).
Ireland has not gradually moved from an industrial to a post-industrial society rather as
Moore states the country seems to have ‘leapt’ into a post-industrial phase in a relatively
short space of time. This has occurred with the ‘type’ of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
attracted to the country. Ireland’s shift to a post-industrial economy is the culmination of a
series of government policies that aimed to attract high-tech foreign investment, our young
educated workforce and our position as an export platform to Europe. According to
O’Heam it was increasing international trade, rather than domestic trade, which enabled
both Ireland’s economic growth and post-industrial growth, (see O’Heam, 2003).
However, according to O Riain (2000) investment in electrical engineering and computer
science third-level education, which was aimed at attracting foreign investment, produced
a number of students who also joined Irish-owned software firms:
State policy to attract trans-nationals had the largely unintended consequence

therefore of helping to create the technical professional labour force that would
form the basis of indigenous software, (O Riain, 2000: 241).
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According to O Riain the Irish-owned software sector is one of the leading emerging
software sectors in the world, (2003: 238). Although Ireland’s post-industrial economy is
heavily dependent on foreign firms the policies put in place to attract these firms have also
helped to develop an indigenous software sector, which also is responsible for Ireland’s
emerging post-industrial economy.
Contemporary Ireland is characterised by an expanding economic base and a favourable
position in the global economy, (see Allen, 2000; Kirby, 2002). This is due to the type of
open trade, high technology economy that has evolved in recent decades. Ireland’s
economic growth in the 1990s was the culmination of a series of governmental policies,
which sought to integrate the Irish economy more fully into global capitalism. The term
‘Celtic Tiger’ is evidence of the economic success of these policies.
There are over 1,000 foreign owned companies employing 129,000 people based in
Ireland and overall, foreign direct investment accounts for €72 billion in exports
and it generates over €18 billion into the Irish economy every year. Nine of the top
ten pharmaceutical companies in the world are based in Ireland and, in fact Ireland
is the world’s largest exporter of software. International consultants A.T. Kearney
has termed Ireland the most globalised economy in the world, (Buckley, 2006: 3).
Ireland’s economy is now tied into the economies of the advanced capitalist countries, in
particular the United States, and as such is a part of the networks of flows that exist
between these countries. How lIreland and ‘Irishness’ is constructed has also changed
during this phase of economic success. Gone is the image constructed by de Valera of

Ireland as an agrarian society and in its place Ireland, and particularly Dublin is being sold

as a post-industrial, vibrant and cosmopolitan society.
(1.5) Post-Fordism

There seems to be a consensus within the social science literature that since the 1970s there
has been, and continues to be, a transition from one form of capitalist development to
another. One of these transitions has been described as a move from Fordism to post-
Fordism. Like Fordism there are many strands and positions within the post-Fordist debate.
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It is beyond the scope of this thesis to explore the breadth of these debates nor would this
section be sufficient to do full justice to the range of literature produced within this field.
For amore detailed analysis of these debates see Amin 1984 and for a fuller exploration of
specific positions see Piore and Sable 1984, Lash and Urry 1987, Harvey and Scott 1988,
Schoenberger 1988, Scott 1988, Sabel 1989, Harvey 1990, Boyer 1991, Jessop 1992. Here
I will present an overview of the central concerns of post-Fordism, the challenge to mass
production and the rise of flexible technologies and ‘flexible accumulation’, (Harvey,
1990).
In the late 1960s signs of problems within Fordism emerged as many of the mass
production industries began to experience declines in output and employment.

More generally, the period from 1965 to 1973 was one in which the inability of

Fordism and Keynesianism to contain the inherent contradictions of capitalism

became more and more apparent, (Harvey, 1990: 142).
In brief the weaknesses of the Fordist system were exposed by a combination of the
following factors: the 1970s economic crisis; increased unemployment; the rigidity of the
unions and government policies on wage agreements; spiralling welfare state costs coupled
with increasing competition from Newly Industrialising Countries; market saturation and
an inability to cater for growing niche markets. For Callinicos (1989) the demise of
Fordism, as the dominant mode of production, can also be contributed to the rise of the
‘new’ middle-class of white-collar workers who usually perform managerial and
supervisory tasks and who wield considerable social power. This class °..distinguishes
itself more by its spending than its saving’, (Callinicos, 1989:163). According to Callinicos
this class has created its own culture and the validity of this rests on its good taste or in
effect its outward display of designer and limited edition goods. Crucially, the spending
power of this class is not geared towards mass-produced goods, but rather toward specialist

goods. Fordist production methods therefore, can no longer cater for their needs and as a

result new forms of production methods evolve.
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On the surface the difficulties of Fordism can, for Harvey, be best captured by one word
‘rigidity’, (1990:142). This is rigidity in all aspects- machinery, labour relations, state
policies etc. “The 1970s and 1980s have consequently been a troubled period of economic
restructuring and social and political readjustment’, (Harvey, 1990:145). This period saw
the beginnings of a move to a ‘new’ regime of accumulation. Harvey describes this ‘new’
regime of accumulation as “flexible accumulation’. According Johnson et al (1994) flexible
accumulation:
.. .rests on a startling flexibility with respect to labour processes, labour markets,
products and patterns of consumption...emergence of entirely new sectors of
production, (1994:202).
Others describe this ‘new’ regime of accumulation as ‘flexible specialization’ and argue
that both skilled craft production methods and flexible manufacturing technologies have
co-existed since the nineteenth century and at certain times conditions are ripe for one to
become dominant over the other. Since the 1970s the climate has been ripe for the rise of
‘flexible specialization’, (see Piore and Sabel 1984, Sabel and Zeitlin 1985, Hirst and
Zietlin 1989, 1991). This section will refer to post-Fordist production methods as “flexible
accumulation’.
While Fordism was in the midst of its crisis a number of regions were experiencing rapid
growth. These regions included The Third Italy (Italy), Second Denmark (Jutland), Silicon
Valley (United States) and Route 128 (United States). Sabel defines these areas as
integrated units of production, (1989:18). The similarities shared by these regions are at the
heart of ‘flexible accumulation’. Growth has come about in many cases due to changes in
production systems and organisation of firms. This new development mainly consists of:
..ensembles of flexible production such as (i) selected high technology industries,
(it) revitalised craft speciality production, and (iii) producer and financial services,
(Wolch and Dear, 1989:21).

In all of these sectors it is flexible production methods which constitute a basic principle of

organisation. This is in direct contrast to Fordism. Flexible production methods are also
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present within Ireland. The investment in education and telecommunications in Ireland was
originally aimed at attracting FDI by providing a flexible and suitably qualified workforce.
This policy was successful and as examined a multitude of major players within the
computer industry have chosen to locate in Ireland. In addition a positive and unexpected
spin-off has been the emergence of a dynamic indigenous Irish Software Industry. It has
been commented that Ireland has become an offshore Silicon Valley, (0 Riain, 1997).
These companies epitomise the regime of flexible accumulation - young, trendy, dynamic,
flexible, mobile, informal and often see work as a hobby being referred to as ‘Celtic
Nerds’. The predominance of multi-national corporations within the Irish economy also
epitomises the flexibility and mobility of capital flows.

The characteristics of flexible accumulation include flexible machines, flexible
manufacturing systems, flexible workers, flexible organisational structures and a
restructured welfare state, (for a detailed discussion see Harvey, 1990). The changes to a
new mode of production have been made possible by the development of new
technologies. New technologies have been used to sever the rigidities in production,
organisation and consumption which have led to increased profits. The machinery used
during Fordism was fixed purpose however with the advent of computer technology one
machine can be used to manufacture small production runs of a variety of products. New
technologies were also used to link production with marketing, design and inventory
departments thereby providing greater flexibility to adjust to rapidly changing markets.
Greater flexibility has also been provided by decentralisation and externalisation via
subcontracting. This allows companies to cater for the increasing market segmentation and
volatile markets that have developed over the last few decades. It must also be noted that
market segmentation is conducive to flexible accumulation, as it is a means of increasing

profits.
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The conditions of survival have changed under this regime and corporations need to
respond instantly to rapidly changing markets. A key factor, which enables this, is
‘knowledge’. This knowledge takes many forms - knowledge of technology, of markets, of
competition etc. For Harvey ‘knowledge’ has become a key commodity in the era of post-
Fordism. It is clear that there is a link between the shift to a post-industrial society and a
post-Fordist society. As markets have become more specialist and volatile than those under
Fordism there is reliance on:

..skills, flexibility and networking between task-specialist units in order to produce

changing volumes and combination of goods without incurring productivity losses,

(Amin, 1994:20).
This is achieved by sub-contracting and “Just-In-Time’ delivery services as well as the fact
that advanced technologies are playing an important role in integrating firms and in
keeping firms ‘up to date’ with changing markets. Ireland’s position as a ‘regional
economic gateway’ (Friemann, Irish Times, 23rd June 2003) means that it must be able to
rapidly respond to volatile markets. Flexible organisational structures are also present in
the Irish economy. In fact flexibility is what has brought about a growth in linkages and
downstream employment. The emergence of ‘“Just-In-Time’ delivery expectations has
necessitated the location of sub-suppliers close to customers and firms to facilitate
information flow and prompt delivery. As such there has been a large increase in sub-
supply firms within Ireland. In fact this surge of competition among sub-supply firms led
to a statement by AST in Limerick that they *..believe that the battle ground is now supply
chain versus supply chain’, (Sunday Post, 25th May 1997). This quote demonstrates the
trend to externalisation and the close involvement between multinational corporations and
sub-supplier.
Intel's location in Leixlip, Co Kildare can be seen as a spatial consequence of
flexibilisation in that it is located away from the historic industrial areas on a green field

site in an attractive physical environment. It is adjacent to a large urban area with a ready
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supply of appropriately educated young people in both the primary and secondary
groupings. The good infrastructure allows access to airports etc. The labour force is
flexible and non-unionised. One of the reasons Intel chose to locate adjacent to a large
urban area, and a university, was to avail of an adequate supply of appropriately skilled
workers. Hewlett-Packard's subsequent decision to locate close to Intel to access the labour
supply is an example of the reagglomeration of manufacturing industry.
For Harvey ‘economies of scale’ under Fordism have been replaced by ‘economies of
scope’ under flexible accumulation - i.e. the ability to manufacture goods cheaply in small
batches, (1990). However, this does not mean that mass manufacturing has come to an end
in advanced capitalist economies as many goods are still mass-produced. Rather, we are
talking about dominant methods of profit making. Although small businesses tend to be
successful in a climate of volatile markets this has not eradicated the large corporations
that existed under Fordism as sub-contracting is used to protect large corporations from
market fluctuations. The rise of smaller firms and sub-contracting also opens up
opportunities for both new small businesses and the revival of older forms of industrial
organisation due to the rise of ‘custom markets’. The changes in production noted above
have not meant an end to corporate power:
Indeed, to the degree that information and the ability to make swift decisions in a
highly uncertain, ephemeral, and competitive environment became crucial to
profits, the well organized corporation has marked competitive advantages over
small business, (Harvey, 1990:158).
At one end of the scale the small businesses and self-employed sector has grown but so
also have the larger corporations. This is shown by the fact *...that flexible accumulation
has been conducive to massive mergers and corporate diversification’s’, (Harvey,
1990:158). There has also been an increase in global corporate power and the development

of a new international division of labour ‘..characterized by an internationalization of

production which is driven by multinational concerns’, (Esser and Hirsch, 1994:79). New
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technologies allow for corporations to relocate production to various regions and countries
on a flexible basis. Capital itself has become more flexible and can move freely in search
for profit. Therefore global corporations seem to wield a lot of power. When these are all
combined the global financial system is hard to grasp. Harvey explains this in terms of a
‘dual movement’:
..on the one hand towards the formation of financial conglomerates and brokers of
extraordinary global power, and, on the other hand, a rapid proliferation and
decentralization of financial activities and flows through the creation of entirely
new financial instruments and markets, (1990:161).
The rise of flexible accumulation has also been accompanied by a variety of new
consumption patterns. However, it must be noted that changing consumption patterns are
conducive to flexible accumulation and have enabled corporations to escape the downturn
in economics of the 1960s and 1970s. On the other hand markets can also be manipulated
to support economic structures. For Harvey ‘Just-In-Time’ inventoiy systems have
accelerated turnover time in production however:
..accelerating turnover time in production would have been useless unless the turnover
time in consumption was also reduced. The half-life of a typical Fordist product was,
for example, from five to seven years, but flexible accumulation has more than cut that
in half in certain sectors (such as textile and clothing industries), while in others - such
as the so-called ‘thoughtware’ industries (e.g. video games and computer software
programmes) - the half-life is down to less than eighteen months, (1990:156).
Therefore flexible accumulation is associated with an accelerated turnover time in both
relation to production and consumption. Flexible accumulation and consumption patterns
are very closely related. Markets and fashions are changing rapidly and are encouraged to
do so by the provision of enticements that creates more markets and hence profits. This
increase in consumption is transforming cultures and allowing for greater freedom of
lifestyle choice. However consumption patterns are related to income levels. As flexible

accumulation has intensified the gap between high and relatively low-paid workers this has

also provided a split-level economy.....
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...with the masses of working poor huddled round their K-Marts and Taiwanese
imports at one end, while at the other there is a (relatively) vast market for luxury
goods and services from travel and designer clothes, to posh restaurants, home
computers and fancy sports cars, (Callinicos, 1989:164).
| argue that these divisions within society although obvious within consumption patterns
and life style choices are also obvious in terms of the built environment itself, which will
be examined in more detail in relation to contemporary gentrification. Alongside flexible
accumulation, or perhaps as a result of this, we are witnessing what Esser and Hirsch
define as an ‘intensified division in society’, (1994:80). For Esser and Hirsch this is
characterised by “....increased differentiation in qualifications and income, and the
formation of a new, hierarchical model of consumption’, (1994:80). In many regards post-
Fordism, or as defined here “flexible accumulation’ is closely related to ‘the condition of
postmodemity’ (Harvey, 1990). Again Harvey is a valid point of reference:
The relatively stable aesthetic of Fordist modernism has given way to all the ferment,
instability, and fleeting qualities of a postmodernist aesthetic that celebrates difference,
ephemerality, spectacle, fashion, and the commodification of -cultural forms,
(1990:156).
Flexible accumulation is closely connected to the rise of a ‘postmodernist aesthetic’. There

is a link between the two with one complementing the other and this link can be utilised to

produce economic growth.
(1.6) Post-modernity

Like post-Fordism, and post-industrialism, there are many strands and positions within the
post-modern debate. For a detailed analysis of post-modernity see Foucault, 1972; Lyotard,
1979; Baudelaire, 1981; Berman, 1982; Harvey, 1990; Kumar, 1995. This section will
briefly explore aspects of post-modemity as they relate to this thesis and to the urban form.
The position | take, as with the other two ‘posts’, is that post-modemity is not a definite
break with the past. However, there are certain trends evident within contemporaiy
advanced capitalist urban forms that are related to ‘the condition of post-modemity’
(Harvey 1990) and it is these trends, and their implications, that will be explored.
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For post-modernists society is characterised by pluralism and diversity, however this
fragmentation:

...Is not ordered and integrated according to any discernible principle. There is not,

or at least no longer, any controlling and directing force to give it shape or

meaning, (Kumar, 1995: 102).
The collapsing of boundaries and the loss of any ‘directing force’ leads to a society in
which there is no direction, only random movement and constant change. Post-modernists
stress that contemporary society is characterised by unlimited differences and
fragmentation, which has resulted in the loss of any central authority. The emphasis is on
pluralism, individualism and fragmentation. This view recognises that there are many
forms of oppression in society and many forms of resistance. There is a belief that one
overriding master discourse cannot speak for all groups with a unified voice.
Within post-modern thought there is a concern for ‘otherness’ which is appealing, (Harvey,
1990:47). However, for post-modernists this plurality and fragmentation leads to a
situation whereby ‘.we cannot aspire to any unified representation of the world..’,
(Harvey, 1990:52). Mass movements associated with class distinctions and based on
‘collective identities” become dissolved into more ‘pluralized and privatized forms of
identity’, (Kumar, 1995:122). New social movements emerge based on gender, locality,
sexuality, race etc. No one group can claim advantage over the other, as there is no single
universalising ‘truth’. For post-modernists there is no ‘working-class’ or ‘middle-class’ as
the boundaries between these different categories have collapsed. People ‘come together’
based on forms of identity. Post-modernism promotes a ‘politics of difference’ and an
emphasis on choice.
Post-modernism emphasises ‘difference’ though in many respects the fact of inequality and
social justice is ignored. Not everyone has an equal opportunity to choose from among the
‘choices’ on display. It is important to acknowledge ‘difference’ however this must be

balanced by recognition of the continuing salience of issues ofjustice and equality. | would
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argue that in many regards the oppression of the ‘other’ can be generalised in relation to
their means of production and consumption - in relation to their class position. Although
post-modernists claim that class distinctions have dissolved the reality of people’s
situations often prove this to be incorrect. In many instances, people live their lives
structured by class distinctions and these differences have economic, political and social
implications. These distinctions are evident within Ringsend where ‘class’ is often used in
order to distinguish one group from another. This is not to imply that each class consists of
a homogenous population, as there are differences both between and within each group.
However, the gentrification process within Ringsend has seen the arrival of newcomers
into the neighbourhood and people articulate the differences between these groups in terms
of class. | argue that ‘pluralized and privatized forms of identity’ may define the
‘gentrifiers’ within Ringsend however, for the Ringsenders identity is understood in terms
of class position. Indeed gentrification is a process defined in terms of class. This will be
further explored in Chapter Two.

It is within the realm of ‘culture’ that post-modernism is most often embraced. For post-
modernists our experiences are now rooted in the process of consumption rather than
production. Sim explains this through an examination of the regions of the UK which were
once dominated by heavy industry. For the majority of people in these working-class areas
the basis of their social lives were characterised by their relationship to the means of
production. For example, they were miners or shipbuilders, etc. and their identity was
rooted in their occupation. However in the last few decades there has been a shift in this
relationship. Many of the former industrial sites have been developed into housing
complexes or shopping centres. This is in effect a move from an industrial landscape to a
post-industrial landscape and this is very evident within Ringsend, which will be examined

in Chapter Four.
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There is a proliferation of heritage museums within these areas that present a nostalgic
recreation of a past that no longer exists. People consume these second-hand images and
experiences that once formed the basis of social life, (Sim, 1998:55). In fact the images
have become more ‘real’ than the reality. The distinction between reality and image is
blurred. The post-modern world is one of signs and images where everything has become
mere representation. Indeed the world has become ‘hyperreal’, (Baudrillard, 1988). In
other words life, experiences and realities become mere simulations and these signs only
have consumption value. Within Ringsend this re-representation of place is very evident
and is used to sell a desired image. The image being sold is of an upmarket urban
landscape with no reference to the areas industrial past. What is interesting is that this
remaking of place within the realm of consumption is advantageous to capital
accumulation and as such there is an elective affinity between capital accumulation and
‘the condition of post-modernity’.

According to post-modernists people no longer conform to traditional occupational
structures. Rather they choose a lifestyle, (Sim, 1998: 55). Within post-modernism, the
construction of identity through consumer goods then becomes a voluntary one and we
identify with whatever style represents the way in which we wish to be seen. In this sense
identity becomes performance, and as such is fluid, while power lies in the capacity to
spend in order to find expression for a chosen lifestyle. The Fordist era of the mass
production of standardised goods has been replaced by an emphasis on variety and endless
choice. However, it is important to remember that many people are excluded from this
process due to material constraints. In addition for many people certain elements of their
identity are constructed around fixed boundaries, such as place. In this regard their identity
and identification with specific places is not determined by the fluidity of consumption
whims. Any impact on place will impact on identity. This will be further explored in my

analysis chapters.
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The most visible portrayal of post-modernism is within architecture. Post-modernist
architecture is characterised by ‘..eclecticism and pluralism, that often playful and ironic
jumbling and fusing of traditions, that many take as typical of post-modernism in general’,
(Kumar, 1995:106). Post-modernist architecture mixes these styles together often with
reference to different historical periods and a ‘play’ on the ‘traditional’. The focus is on
appearance over substance. One example of this is the Faneuil Hall Marketplace in Boston.
Within this is a plurality of designs coupled with ‘elite’ and ‘mass’ consumer outlets. ‘It is
assumed not only that different people will want different things but that the same people
will, at different times, want different things’, (Kumar, 1995:107). Another example is Las
Vegas, a city made up entirely of signs and a pastiche of styles. For Soja (1989) Los
Angeles is the epitome of the post-modern city. It is a fragmented and pastiche city, which
resembles a theme park. For Soja Los Angeles deconstructs ‘..the urban into a confusing
collage of signs which advertise what are often little more than imaginary communities and
outlandish representations of urban locality’, (1989:245-6).

Indeed these processes are also evident within Ireland. Temple Bar is an eclectic mix of
styles and designs. Within the area there is also an emphasis on the ‘traditional’ but this is
often more imagined that real, (see Corcoran, 1998). This mix of styles and representations
ofurban locality is also evident within Ringsend. This will be examined further in Chapter
Four. Within urban design, post-modernism signifies a break with large-scale rational and
efficient urban plans and a move to more aesthetic aims. For Harvey ‘this has nothing
necessarily to do with the development of space in connection with any overarching social
objective rather it is the achievement of beauty as an objective in itself, (1990:67). This
distinction between modernist and post-modernist design is evident within the landscape of
Ringsend where these contrasting styles are juxtaposed representing not only distinctions
in the landscape but different phases of capitalist development and the associate social
implications.
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There are many elements of the condition of post-modernity (Harvey, 1990) that are
evident within Irish society. According to Fagan Ireland, or hishness, is also being re-
invented by the ‘global culture industry’, (2003:114). Fagan gives examples of the
‘musical dance show’ Riverdance, the ‘supergroup’ U2 and ‘the ubiquitous global ‘Irish
pub” which she argues ‘reflect....the ‘postmodernism’ typical of the cultural political
economy of globalisation’, (2003:114). For Mac Laughlin (1997) we are also witnessing
the emergence of a ‘new’ middle-class and as well as an increasing percentage of power
elite’s. This ‘new’ middle class are defined by professional and academic qualifications as
well as by the fact that their political and geographical outlook differs to that of the
preceding generations. For Mac Laughlin these groups have disassociated themselves from
narrow nationalism and embraced ‘Europeanisation’ and other global influences. They
have also become more detached from their own country and more attached to a virtual
Ireland than to any real country, (Mac Laughlin, 1997: 2-5). This attachment to the
‘virtual’ as opposed to the ‘real’ is a characteristic associated with the condition of post-
modernity. In addition

New power elite’s here are constantly inventing and re-inventing symbols for the

country so as to literally market Ireland and Irishness around the world, (Mac

Laughlin, 1997:6).
Mac Laughlin’s examples of these new power elite’s include Tony O’Reilly, Larry
Goodman, Michael Smurfit and the Dunnes. According to Fintan O Toole these elite’s are
symbols of power and privilege within a global network of power and privilege. O’Reilly
in one of his advertising campaigns for Heinz reduced Ireland to a logo, a space with no
history or contestation. For O’Toole he desires:

the arrival of the new placeless consumer, of a people belonging to a world where

allegiances to brand names have replaced the more dangerous and visceral loyalties

of history and geography, (1996 in Mac Laughlin, 1997:7).

This allegiance to brand names and symbols and a movement away from identification

with place represents a transition to a condition of post-modernity or a post-modern
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aesthetic. It is also an example of a shift to more privatised forms of identity formation and
away from mass movements based on collective identities. While it might be argued that
allegiances to place have disappeared to be replaced by more privatised forms of
identification 1 would argue that this is not the case. One reaction to this move is a counter
movement in the other direction towards a renewed importance of place and collective
identity for those who may not fit, or may not want to fit, the desired image of the post-
modern man/woman. In Ireland at present there are increased struggles within certain
neighbourhoods like Ringsend over attachment to and ownership of ‘place’. Indeed
contemporary society has seen many instances of a re-emphasis on locality, which | would
argue is a means to ensure the survival of particular places that are being impacted upon
within these transitions.
The characteristics of the post-modernity are summed up by Jenks as:
The Post-Modern Age is a time of incessant choosing. It’s an era when no
orthodoxy can be adopted without self-consciousness and irony, because all
traditions seem to have some validity. This is partly a consequence of what is called
the information explosion, the advent of organised knowledge, world
communications and cybernetics. It is not only the rich who become collectors,
eclectic travellers in time with a superabundance of choice, but almost every urban
dweller. Pluralism, the ‘ism’ of our time, is both the great problem and the great
opportunity: where Everyman becomes a Cosmopolite and Everywoman a
Liberated Individual, contusion and anxiety become ruling states of mind and
ersatz a common form of mass-culture...(Jenks 1989: 7).
Within this definition some characteristics of both the post-Fordist and post-industrial
society feature strongly.
Normally in the literature, the term ‘post-Fordism’ is associated with economic and
institutional change, while the term ‘post-modernism’ is associated with change in
the arena of consumption, aesthetics, culture and lifestyle, (Amin, 1994: 31).
However, it is clear that both are inseparable. Some characteristics of post-Fordism that
also feature in post-modernism are fragmentation, decentralisation and the importance of

place. The significance of computers and new communications technology that are

highlighted in the post-industrial society thesis also feature in accounts of post-modernism.
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Post-modernism can be viewed as the cultural expression of post-Fordism and post-
industrialism. (see Jameson, 1989).
Lash and Urry (1987, 1994) stress that the development of postmodernist culture is
independent of any change in society, as they believe that postmodernism is a cultural
movement rather than a type of society. They do however admit to a link between post-
modernism and post-Fordism although this affinity is not necessary. In contrast for Harvey
(1990) the transition from Fordism to post-Fordism is directly connected to the emergence
of post-modernist cultural forms. For Harvey the tendencies within capitalism towards over
accumulation, first identified by Marx, are being overcome by the deployment of flexible
organisational forms. New forms of technology have led to an acceleration of turnover
time in production. In order to sell these excess consumer products there has been an
increased marketing of services and a creation of lifestyle “fads’.
Taken together these geographical and temporal solutions to accumulation
problems have led to a new post-modern sensibility or consciousness in which the
chief contents are those most ephemeral of products, referent-free images, which
have now come to take precedence over narratives, (Crook et al, 1994:30).
Culture and economics are no longer separated. The commodification of culture is
combined with the fact that culture has also ‘..colonized the ecomomy’, (Kumar,
1995:118). This is another trend, which is evident within contemporary Ireland. Within the
contexts of the ‘posts’ culture is both a means of production and a means of consumption.
In recent years there has been an intensification of the commodification of culture. Culture
is been used to sell commodities and visa versa. Indeed culture itselfis increasingly sold as
a commodity. According to Peillon culture has become an object of economic government,
(2002:50). The Irish government moulds a particular type of individual, of entrepreneur,
through the allocation of grants to small businesses. For Carr (1998) the government

determines who receives such grants by the imposition of a ‘cultural technology’ that

assesses ‘self-reliance, initiative, dynamism and so on’ and this is in effect transforming
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culture for economic purposes, (Peillon, 2002:50). This is also clear by the fact that
‘culture’ in the form of a re-invented ‘Irishness’ is being used to sell a desired image of
both rural and urban Ireland. This commodification often ignores history and geography
and in doing so places emphasis on referent-free images and signs which as Harvey (1990)
stresses have now come to take precedence over narratives. This is clear in relation to the
place-marketing of Ringsend, which will be examined in Chapters Four and Six.

Harvey (1990) combines the concepts of post-Fordism and post-modernism and also points
out that there is never one fixed configuration. There is a constant swaying back and forth
between ‘Fordist modernity’ and “flexible postmodemity’. Indeed the distinctions between
them disappear as they merely represent ‘...the flux of internal relations between
capitalism as a whole’, (Harvey, 1990:342). Post-modernism is, as Jameson states, ‘the

cultural logic of late capitalism’, (1984).
(1.7) Amalgamating the ‘posts’: some general trends

It is clear from the exploration of the ‘posts’ that there are economic, political, social,
cultural and spatial implications. The recent rise in information technology, decline in
manufacturing, increased flexibility, changing lifestyles, differentiation and consumption
patterns are some of the key characteristics that are highlighted. In many respects it can be
argued that many of the trends occurring are related to changes in the configuration of
capitalism. This is not to state that economics is the determining factor in all of the
transitions, but rather to acknowledge that many of the trends examined are advantageous
for economic growth.

Agency, lifestyle choice and difference also feature strongly in all accounts. Although
‘choice’ is a characteristic of emerging trends it must also be noted that the level of
‘choice’ is greater for some groups than others. Individuals and groups are free to make
choices however, they make these choices within specific situations and one cannot ignore
the fact that for many ‘choices’ are often constrained. Decision-making occurs within a
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complex matrix of other economic and social processes. These shifts have facilitated the
emergence of a service class of highly paid workers often referred to as the ‘new-middle
classes’. These ‘new-middle classes’ of white-collar workers are young, innovative and
highly skilled. According to Knox:
..cities are not only their workplaces but are the proscenia for their materialistic,
cosmopolitan lifestyles, the crucibles of their narratives, myths and transnational
sensibilities, (1996:243).
Post-industrial, or post-Fordist, capitalism is therefore both an economic and a cultural
system. This combining of economics and culture is extremely evident especially within
both post-Fordism and post-modernism. Changing consumption patterns have encouraged
changes in production and visa versa. Both feed into each other in a variety of ways. It is
also clear that there has been a growth in employment in the relatively lower-paid sections
of the service sector. This has created a dual labour market and a widening gap between
the high-paid and relatively low-paid sectors of society. This inequality is visible within
the contemporary cityscape and, as will be examined in Chapter Four, is especially visible
in relation to the contemporary ‘gentrification’ of Ringsend.
Capitalism is an economic system but it also has political, social and cultural implications.
For the purpose of this thesis and also due to the fact that all of the ‘posts’ share similar
features they will be amalgamated into one. Future references to the ‘posts’ will be
refereed to as ‘post-industrial’. The ‘transitions’ occurring at present have important spatial
implications. As with industrialisation and Fordism the combination of post-Fordism, post-
industrialism and post-modernism have also produced a distinct urban landscape.
(1.8) Spatial implications of the ‘posts’
The spatial implications of contemporary processes are varied and often appear
contradictory. This section will examine some of the general spatial trends, focusing in
particular on those that impact on the urban landscape and in which contemporary

gentrification is located.
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Within the last few decades of the twentieth century, particularly in the last decade, there
has been a transformation within metropolitan areas. This is especially visible in relation to
the American metropolis where suburbs are developing into ‘outer cities’ and are
becoming centres of economic power and activity. Suburbs are becoming urban entities on
their own with landscapes of skyscrapers, office parks, and retail outlets. Some experts say
that the outer city represents a transition to a wholly new urban form i.e. the Edge City,
(Soja, 1989). These trends are now happening in many advanced capitalist cities. They are
also evident in relation to Dublin within areas such as Blanchardstown and Tallaght where
the process of ex-urbanisation is underway and gaining momentum.

Flexible manufacturing systems need to establish close contact between marketing,
Research and Development and production thus favouring a relocation of production
towards the large core metropolitan regions. Decentralisation has involved increasing
dispersal among branch plants but externalisation via subcontracting has once again
produced clustering within core areas or within close proximity to core areas. This is due to
the fact that in some sectors sub-contractors need to locate close to volatile markets. The
emergence of Just-In-Time delivery services has further enhanced this tendency as supply
firms compete with each other on speed of delivery. This clustering effect is also evident
within Ireland. Leixlip is one example while Limerick and Cork also have IT companies in
close proximity to each other. According to Hazelkom and Murphy while Silicon Valley
has developed ‘naturally’ the Irish government, like other national and city governments, is
seeking to recreate these regions of creativity and innovation, (2002:128). Hazelkom and
Murphy show how this clustering effect is actively been created through projects like
‘Dublin’s digital media district” and how such projects ‘have become an important
ingredient in “city/regional (economic) (re) development strategy’, (2002:128).

Flexible accumulation has seen the rise of new industrial regions. These regions include:

The sunbelt of California in particular Silicon Valley, Third Italy whose production is
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generally in high quality craft goods and Baden-Wurttenberg. ‘Their economic success is
based on....regional concentrated production networks based mainly on cooperation
enhancing techniques’, (Heidenreich, 1996:401). This spatial concentration has proved
very successful and other businesses have built up around these regions both to service the
needs of the industries, their workforce and growing populations which also increases their
strength making them attractive locations.

For Sabel (1994) flexible specialisation encourages the revival of regional economies
which are locally integrated and organised around their specialisation in particular
products. However other theorists such as Amin and Malmberg (1994) suggest that the
move is towards a globalisation of both production and corporate range of multinational
corporations. This development of global geographies is considered to be the key driving
force due to merger activity and new forms of vertical disintegration, (Amin, 1994:25). If
these two claims are combined the situation is one in which there are global hierarchies
and global networks which are underpinned by regional economies. However, this view
contradicts other theorists such as Sassen (1991) and Castells (1989). For Sassen (1991)
the emphasis is on the concentration of global power and influence within a few ‘global
cities’. For Castells (1989) the situation is one which is moving towards a ‘network
society’ of global economic flows and few local fixtures. This has implications for place,
which will be examined in the following chapter.

Although there are many spatial implications involved in the shift to a post-industrial
society for the purpose of this thesis one major trend will be emphasised. This is the
renewed importance of urban centres. Many corporations need to locate in urban centres of
strategic core cities in order to facilitate the rapid flow of information and capital through a
system of networked cities. This also enables them to keep up with volatile markets in

today’s post-Fordist climate in which the ‘condition of post-modernity’ is also clear. Also
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this increases the need for white-collar workers within, or close to, urban centres.
Callinicos (1989) has described these workers as the ‘new middle-class’.

It is the high-tech industries, financial services and information and communication
technologies that are being located in these cities. In order to attract global financial
investment cities must create a ‘good business climate’ (Harvey, 1990), a well-educated
labour force and strategic locations. Also cities need to facilitate the new-middle classes
that this private investment requires. Therefore cities need to develop as attractive
locations. This involves intense regeneration, re-imagining and a re-imagination of the city.
The city must also provide suitable accommodation and this has been accounted for by an
increase in apartment complexes, or ‘gated communities’ within the inner city resulting in
the gentrification of many previously industrial areas. These processes are clearly evident
within Dublin’s changing cityscape, which will be examined in Chapter Two.

The contemporary cityscape differs in many respects to the landscapes, which developed
during the industrial revolution or Fordism. The urban landscape is now moving from a
production landscape of the industrial era to a consumer landscape of today’s post-
industrial society. This landscape is characterised by offices, apartments, shopping centres,
leisure centres, restaurants, pubs etc. - the contemporary city is a city of consumer spaces
and consumer power. The landscapes of cities and their architecture are displaying signs of
post-modernism. Eclectic architectural styles are becoming more prominent. A key
element of contemporary urban transitions is gentrification, which is altering the landscape
of Ringsend, like many other inner city neighbourhoods, at a rapid pace. This chapter has
examined the fact that Ireland is at present undergoing transitions that are indicative of a
shift to a post-industrial economy. This has impacted on Dublin’s cityscape and is clearly
visible in relation to the gentrification process occurring within Ringsend. The following

chapter will examine the contemporary cityscape and the process of gentrification.
(1.9) Conclusion
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This chapter aimed to come to an understanding of the processes that shape the cityscape.
Harvey (1973, 1982, 1985, 1990) and Harvey and Scott (1988) developed Marx’s analysis
of capital accumulation by an examination of the role land itself plays in this accumulation.
For Harvey land is itself a commodity and capital investment in land aids capital
accumulation. Therefore there is a link between urban restructuring and economic
restructuring. The economic restructuring of the capitalist system for example the ‘phase
shifts’ and configurations associated with the reconfiguration of the modes of production
affects the spatial structure of the urban form. For Harvey investment in the built
environment occurs when there is a loss of profitability in manufacturing and production.
Therefore for Harvey it is the underlying rules relating to the flows of capital, which
detennine the shape of modem towns and cities.

An examination of successive configurations and phase shifts of capitalism have shown
that economic systems have a crucial impact on city forms and their social geography.
During industrialisation the inner city became predominately the domain of the working-
classes. Although many of these cities are now in, what has been termed a ‘post-industrial’
phase they still bear the marks of industrialisation. Chapter Two will examine the
implications of this on contemporary development. For Gramsci (1971) Fordism was more
than a specific mode of production it was also a specific ‘mode of living’. The period of
Fordism produced, especially in the United States, a proliferation of suburban areas.
Suburbanisation created the demand necessary to absorb large volumes of mass produced
goods and allowed for the expansion and growth of the city. For Lash and Urry (1987)
Fordism is characterised by the geographical and spatial concentration of people and
production in industrial towns and cities.

While economic processes are crucial they are not the only processes that determine the
landscape of the city. As Gramsci (1971) noted Fordism produced a particular ‘mode of

living’ however, the rise in disposable income also allowed for the construction of a
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multitude of life-style choices. Also as Harvey (1990) notes the modernist movements
flourished in response to the need to confront the problems of massive urbanisation which
began with the industrial revolution. However, large-scale modernist housing projects
produced many images of power and rendered many people both marginalised and
alienated.

The contemporary city is being shaped by a different set of processes associated with the
shift to a ‘post’ society. The implications of these shifts are crucial in understanding
Ringsend’s changing landscape. A post-industrial society relies on service industries,
knowledge-production, and information technology to create wealth. Theories of post-
industrial society were enlarged into the view of contemporary society as not just a post-
industrial society but as ‘the information society’. The organisation of information flows
becomes the predominant factor in the information society and as such ‘knowledge’ and
‘information” workers become dominant. Cities and city-regions are both crucial for
national economic growth and also are becoming crucial nodes within the global economy.
The Dublin metropolitan region is both the engine for Irish economic growth and
employment while also becoming increasingly connected with the global economy.

For some the post-industrial society has become equated with a more equal society. In
contrast to this viewpoint there is a growing body of evidence that points to a new and
intensifying trend towards polarisation in the developed nations. An analysis of Ringsend
shows that class not only matters but also plays a crucial role in the lives of many of my
respondents. An analysis of Ringsend also shows that the shift to a post-industrial society
is not unproblematic. It is argued that these changes are beneficial because they lead to
productivity growth and economic growth. However, these shifts have important
consequences for regional inequality and for previously industrial inner city areas. Due to
de-industrialisation many areas underwent a period of economic decline. Many inner city

areas, like Ringsend, have experienced periods of dis-investment resulting in rising
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unemployment figures and the dereliction of the built environment. Therefore this thesis
argues that these changes are not universally beneficial.

It would seem that the Irish economy conforms to Bell’s analysis of post-industrial society
and theories of the ‘information society’. However, Ireland has not gradually moved from
an industrial to a post-industrial society rather the country seems to have ‘leapt’ into a
post-industrial phase in a relatively short space of time. This is due to the type of open
trade, high technology economy that has evolved in recent decades. Ireland’s economic
growth in the 1990s was the culmination of a series of governmental policies, which
sought to integrate the Irish economy more fully into global capitalism. How Ireland and
‘Irishness’ is constructed has also changed during this phase of economic success. Ireland,
and particularly Dublin, is being sold as a post-industrial, vibrant and cosmopolitan
society.

In the late 1960s signs of problems within Fordism emerged as many of the mass
production industries began to experience declines in output and employment. The
weaknesses of the Fordist system were exposed by a combination of factors however, for
Callinicos (1989) the demise of Fordism, as the dominant mode of production, can also be
contributed to the rise of the ‘new’ middle-class of white-collar workers. Crucially, the
spending power of this class is not geared towards mass-produced goods, but rather toward
specialist goods.

While Fordism was in the midst of its crisis a number of regions were experiencing rapid
growth. In all of these sectors it is flexible production methods which constitute a basic
principle of organisation. Flexible production methods are also present within Ireland. The
predominance of multi-national corporations within the Irish economy also epitomises the
flexibility and mobility of capital flows. The conditions of survival have changed under
this regime and corporations need to respond instantly to rapidly changing markets. A key

factor, which enables this, is ‘knowledge’. For Harvey (1990) ‘knowledge’ has become a
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key commodity in the era of post-Fordism. It is clear that there is a link between the shift
to a post-industrial society and a post-Fordist society.

The rise of flexible accumulation has also been accompanied by a variety of new
consumption patterns. On the other hand markets can also be manipulated to support
economic structures. This increase in consumption is transforming cultures and allowing
for greater freedom of lifestyle choice. However consumption patterns are related to
income levels. As flexible accumulation has intensified the gap between high and
relatively low-paid workers this has also provided a split-level economy. | argue that these
divisions within society although obvious within consumption patterns and life style
choices are also obvious in terms of the built environment itself, which will be examined in
more detail in relation to contemporary gentrification.

Alongside flexible accumulation, or perhaps as a result of this, we are witnessing what
Esser and Hirsch define as an ‘intensified division in society’, (1994:80). This is
characterised by increased differentiation in income levels and the formation of a new,
hierarchical model of consumption. In many regards post-Fordism, or as defined here
‘flexible accumulation’ is closely related to ‘the condition of postmodemity’, (Harvey,
1990).

Post-modernists stress that contemporary society is characterised by unlimited differences
and fragmentation, which has resulted in the loss of any central authority. Although post-
modernists claim that class distinctions have dissolved the reality of people’s situations
often prove this to be incorrect. These distinctions are evident within Ringsend where
‘class’ is often used in order to distinguish one group from another. Indeed gentrification is
a process defined in terms of class. This will be further explored in Chapter Two.

For post-modernists our experiences are now rooted in the process of consumption rather
than production. Many former industrial sites have been developed into housing complexes

or shopping centres. This is in effect a move from an industrial landscape to a post-
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industrial landscape and this is very evident within Ringsend, which will be examined in
Chapter Four. People consume these second-hand images and experiences that once
formed the basis of social life, (Sim, 1998). Within Ringsend this re-representation of place
is very evident and is used to sell a desired image. What is interesting is that this remaking
of place within the realm of consumption is advantageous to capital accumulation and as
such there is an elective affinity between capital accumulation and ‘the condition of post-
modernity’.

According to post-modernists people no longer conform to traditional occupational
structures rather they choose a lifestyle. However, for many people certain elements of
their identity are constructed around fixed boundaries, such as place. Any impact on place
will impact on identity. This will be further explored in my analysis chapters. The most
visible portrayal of post-modernism is within architecture. Post-modernist architecture
mixes styles together often with reference to different historical periods and a ‘play’ on the
‘traditional’. This mix of styles and representations of urban locality is also evident within
the landscape of Ringsend where contrasting styles are juxtaposed representing not only
distinctions in the landscape but different phases of capitalist development and the
associate social implications. This will be examined further in Chapter Four.

There are many elements of the condition of post-modemity (Harvey, 1990) that are
evident within Irish society. It is argued that allegiance to brand names has replaced
allegiances to locality. This shift represents a move towards to more privatised forms of
identity formation. However, this chapter has argued that within these shifts there is also a
movement towards a renewed importance of place and collective identity. In Ireland at
present there are increased struggles within certain neighbourhoods like Ringsend over
attachment to and ownership of ‘place’. | argue this is a means to ensure the survival of

particular places that are being impacted upon within these transitions.
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The processes associated with post-Fordist, post-industrial and post-modern were
examined separately in this chapter. However, this chapter also presented an overview of
the key characteristics of the theoretical approaches, identifying the points of intersection
between all three. The recent rise in information technology, decline in manufacturing,
increased flexibility, changing lifestyles, differentiation and consumption patterns are some
of the key characteristics that are highlighted. In many respects it can be argued that many
of the trends occurring are related to changes in the configuration of capitalism. This is not
to state that economics is the determining factor in all of the transitions, but rather to
acknowledge that many of the trends examined are advantageous for economic growth.
Agency, lifestyle choice and difference also feature strongly in all accounts. Although
‘choice’ is a characteristic of emerging trends it must also be noted that the level of
‘choice’ is greater for some groups than others. These shifts have facilitated the emergence
of a service class of highly paid workers often referred to as the ‘new-middle classes’. For
these groups cities are booth their workplaces and the stages for their lifestyle choices.
Post-industrial, or post-Fordist, capitalism is therefore both an economic and a social
system. This combining of economics and culture is extremely evident especially within
both post-Fordism and post-modernism. Changing consumption patterns have encouraged
changes in production and visa versa. Post-modernism can be viewed as the cultural
expression of post-Fordism and post-industrialism. Contemporary capitalism is both a
complex economic system and a social system. The contemporary gentrification of
Ringsend highlights this point.

Although there are many spatial implications involved in the shift to a post-industrial
society this chapter has highlighted one major trend, which is the renewed importance of
urban centres. To attract investment and to facilitate the new-middle classes that this
private investment requires cities need to develop as attractive locations. This involves

intense regeneration, re-imagining and a re-imagination of the city. The city must also
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provide suitable accommodation and this has been accounted for by an increase in
apartment complexes, or ‘gated communities’ within the inner city resulting in the
gentrification of many previously industrial areas. It is within this transformation that
Dublin’s changing landscape, and the contemporary gentrification of Ringsend, is located.
The following chapter will examine the contemporary cityscape and the process of
gentrification. This chapter has examined the fact that Ireland is at present undergoing
transitions that are indicative of a shift to a post-industrial economy. These processes are
clearly evident within Dublin’s changing cityscape, which will also be examined in

Chapter Two.
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The Contemporary Cityscape: Gentrification, Place and

Identity

(2.1) Introduction

Although the spatial implications of the shift to a post-industrial society are manifold,
Chapter One highlighted one important trend, that of the renewed importance of urban
centres. The shift to a post-industrial society has been accompanied by a change in the
cityscape. The city has developed from a landscape dominated by the factory to one
dominated by the office and apartment complex, cultural and consumption spaces.
However, the cityscape does not alter in a vacuum. The lives of those inhabiting these
spaces have also changed. The shift to a post-industrial cityscape was accompanied, or
preceded, by a period of de-industrialisation within the inner city. This has implications for
the working-class communities who inhabit these inner city neighbourhoods. The
subsequent renewal of the inner city through post-industrial growth has led to the
gentrification of many inner city areas. It is through an examination of the process of
gentrification that one can gain a better understanding of the implications of these
transitions for inner city working-class communities.

This chapter aims to provide an image of the contemporary cityscape and to examine the
theoretical debates that surround the process of gentrification. This will provide the
necessary background to explore the causes, manifestations and implications of the
gentrification process in Ringsend and to examine how the experience of this particular
locale can contribute to these debates. Both ‘space’ and ‘place’ are playing a key role
within the restructuring of contemporary cities and within the gentrification of specific
areas. This is resulting in new ways of constructing, understanding and experiencing place.
Cities are not merely a stage on which social lives are played out. In fact the urban

landscape can establish particular forms of social relationships and can highlight
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difference. This chapter will also explore the implications for ‘place’ of the shift to a post-
industrial society and the consequent gentrification of specific locales.

Although Chapter One examined the general processes at work in shaping the
contemporary cityscape the form of any particular city is contingent on its history and
social form and also on the position it holds within the world economy. General processes
of change impact globally however, outcomes vary at the level of locality. These changes
have specific implications for different cities. Chapter One examined to what degree the
transition to a post-industrial society was evident within Ireland. This chapter will examine
the implications of these structural transitions within Dublin’s changing landscape.
Dublin’s changing landscape offers a particular case study of how global processes impact
on a particular city. It is within Dublin’s changing cityscape that Ringsend, a particular
locale that is caught up in this restructuring, is located. Ringsend’s changing landscape will

be examined in Chapter Four.
(2.2) The contemporary cityscape

Chapter One examined how changing economics and social processes are intertwined. The
shift to an industrial economy promoted the massive expansion of cities and produced a
distinct urban landscape. The inner city became predominately industrial and working-
class. Industrial production provided steady incomes for the working-classes that lived in
these industrial areas. The communities that developed were based around social
relationships embedded within place. Ringsend provides a particular case study of how the
development of community within the areas was linked to industrial development and also
how community exists in the relationships that develop within place over time. This will be
examined in Chapter Seven. The process of de-industrialisation led to the subsequent
decline of the built fabric within these former industrial areas. However, this economic
restructuring also had severe implications for those working-class communities whose
livelihoods and identities were deeply intertwined with the industries that existed in these
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areas. The shift to a post-industrial economy cannot be examined in a vacuum as these
shifts occurred alongside the de-industrialisation and degradation of inner city areas. These
issues will be examined in detail in relation to Dublin’s changing landscape later in this
chapter.

In today’s post-industrial economy many corporations favour urban centres of core cities.
Smith describes this as the spatial centralisation of capital - a product of financial
corporations requiring ‘spatial proximity’ to ‘reduce decision times’, (1986:28). According
to Esser and Hirsch in today’s post-industrial climate a city’s advantage is based less on its
geographical situation and more on availability of a qualified workforce, services, research
capacities and favourable political conditions, (1994:80). Cities compete in a global market
whereby they have to attract and facilitate global finance capital and the necessary
workforce. The majority of these white-collar workers in information technology and other
high-tech service industries are young, innovative and highly skilled. Callinicos (1989) has
described these workers as the ‘new middle-class’ - a class that distinguishes itself by its
conspicuous consumption and post-modern sensibility. Therefore cities need to develop as
attractive locations - politically, financially, socially and culturally. This involves intense
regeneration, re-imaging and a re-imagination of the city.

According to McGuigan, since the 1980s in Western Europe and the USA much of the
transformation of cities involves intense urban regeneration schemes, many of which have
been led by ‘flagship’ cultural projects. For McGuigan this strategy was adopted as a
means of reversing the economic consequences of declining heavy industry and
manufacturing, (1996, 97). This strategy is a means of attracting financial investment
however it also has other advantages. This regeneration creates a ‘vibrancy’ within cities
that not only attracts the ‘new-middle class’ but also promotes tourism and consumerism.
This in turn enhances a city’s attractiveness, (see McGuigan, 1996). In addition

governments often set up tax incentive schemes to encourage investment into specifically
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designated areas. This defines what spaces are to be allocated for renewal. These spaces
are often strategic locations within city centres and as such it is clear that government
planning plays a major role within contemporary transformations.

The inner city has once again become an important factor within capital accumulation.
However the contemporary post-industrial cityscape differs from the cityscape associated
with industrialisation. Former industrial locations are now changing into sites in which
services are delivered. It is the office and apartment complex that has come to dominate the
contemporary cityscape. Dublin City offers a particular case study of these contemporary
trends. For the new-middle class cities are their workplaces but they also offer stages for
their chosen lifestyles. As examined in Chapter One these lifestyles are linked to post-
industrial growth and they are being accommodated by urban regeneration. The case study
of Dublin City shows that within post-industrial growth the city must also provide suitable
accommodation for these groups. This has been accounted for through purpose-built
apartment complexes, or ‘gated communities’, within and close to the city centre. This has
resulted in the contemporary gentrification of many inner city areas, in Dublin and
elsewhere. This process is altering the landscape of Ringsend, like many other places, at a
rapid pace. Indeed | argue that the implications of contemporary shifts can be viewed
through an examination of the process of gentrification.

(2.3) Gentrification

Post-industrial growth coupled with the changing lifestyles associated with the ‘condition
of postmodcmity’ has seen the inner city and surrounding areas transformed from their
blue-collar origins to accommodate middle-class access. This is in effect creating what
Harvey (1990) terms a ‘spatial mix” of working-class and middle-class housing within the
same spatial areas. This is the initial stage of ‘gentrification’. The term ‘gentrification” was

coined by the sociologist, Ruth Glass:
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One by one, many of the working-class quarters of London have been invaded by
the middle-classes- upper and lower. Shabby, modest mews and cottages... have
been taken over when their leases have expired, and have become elegant,
expensive residences. Larger Victorian houses, downgraded in an earlier or recent
period- which were used as lodging houses or were otherwise in multiple
occupation- have been upgraded once again...Once this process of ‘gentrification’
starts in a district it goes on rapidly until all or most of the original working-class
occupiers are displaced and the whole social character of the district is changed,
(Glass, 1964: xviii).
The process observed by Glass refers to upper middle-class households purchasing
property in the traditional working-class East End of London. This differed from previous
waves of middle-class migration and suburban residential choice. While there is little
agreement in Sociology on how best to define gentrification most analysts concur that any
definition must place some emphasis on the class dimensions of the process. The following
quotes highlight the class connotations the word ‘gentrification’ suggests:
Gentrification is the process... .by which poor and working-class neighbourhoods in
the inner city are refurbished by an influx of private capital and middle-class
homebuyers and renters, (Smith, 1996).
The rehabilitation of working-class and derelict housing and the consequent
transformation of an area into a middle-class neighbourhood, (Smith and Williams,
1986:1).
Simultaneously a physical, economic, social and cultural phenomenon,
gentrification commonly involves the invasion by middle-class or higher-income
groups of previously working-class neighbourhoods or multi-occupied ‘twilight
areas’ and the replacement or displacement of many of the original occupants,
(Hamnett, 1984).
Gentrification is a process that alters the physical and social form of cities. According to
Smith the process of gentrification has been well under way in many cities since the late
1950s and early 1960s, (Smith, 1996: 32). It became a means of addressing the decline of
many inner cities and also a means to regenerate what were seen as decaying areas that
were in prime strategic locations. Within many US cities gentrification was not only a
middle-class activity but also an ‘urban cleansing by the white middle-class’ and as such

had a class and race dimension, (Smith, 1996:32). This process is today highly visible in

the landscape of many cities throughout the advanced capitalist world. Gentrification is
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now fully integrated into wider global urban restructuring. The process of intense
gentrification did not begin in Dublin until the 1990s and is linked to Ireland’s economic
success and to the intense urban regeneration of the inner city.
The class dimension of gentrification is closely allied to the process of acquisition and
renewal of existing housing stock. However, contemporary gentrification differs to
previous gentrification in that it also involves purpose built construction. For Smith this
includes the proliferation of wine bars and boutiques as well as ‘..the construction of
modem and postmodern office buildings employing thousands of professionals, all looking
for a place to live’, (1996:39). Much of this new accommodation has been accounted for
by the construction of large-scale ‘gated communities’ or apartment complexes within or
near the city centre most often in areas that were traditionally working-class. This is very
visible in relation to Dublin’s changing landscape. Both forms of gentrification are visible
within Ringsend. For a discussion of gentrification in Ringsend see Chapter’s Four and
Six. Gentrification is no longer the outcome of sporadic changes in the market but it is now
an integral part of a much wider restructuring process. For Smith it has become the ‘class
remake of the central urban landscape’, (1996:39). Contemporary gentrification has
become a major feature of the contemporary city. Contemporary gentrification involves a
re-population of urban space which fits the image and needs of contemporary post-
industrial cities. In doing so it both marginalises and segregates the inner city working-
class populations who lives are embedded in these areas.
The following visual account of Bellevue Road, Wandsworth Common, South London
captures some elements of the gentrification process:
Twenty years ago, it [Bellevue Road] was a quiet street lined with shops serving a
long-established working class population....Many people knew each other on a
first name basis....The entire area wasn’t a space waiting to be ‘discovered’ - it
was a place which hadn’t changed for years, a home which had become entwined
with each resident’s identity for generations. A stroll along Bellevue Road and its

surrounding streets today offer a taste of a process which has been happening all
over London since the 1960s. Gone are the working classes and the establishments
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that served them. Bellevue Road now has delicatessens, wine bars, picture galleries,
‘alfresco’ diners and three estate agents with window displays chanting ‘location,
location, location’. Terraces of Mid-Victorian cottages show no evidence of the
uniformity which existed twenty years ago...Some have had their ‘period features’
restored, others painted bright pastel colours in a deliberate attempt to dispense
with the distinctive grey or red bricks of a different era. Net curtains have been
replaced with tailored drapes, parted during the day to exhibit the belongings and
‘taste” of a very different class of resident  All of these changes were brought
about by gentrification, (Slater: 2002).
The East Village, in Lower Manhattan is another former working-class neighbourhood,
which has been transformed, in recent decades. ‘Urbanists tend to study this area as a
crucible for gentrification (Abu-Lughod et al., 1994; Smith, 1996; Mele, 2000)’, (Zukin,
and Kosta, 2004: 102). This area is indicative of a different form of gentrification one that
creates a specific type of consumption space. East Village has a ‘..concentration of art
galleries, unusual shops, little bars and restaurants, and performance spaces’, (Ibid.) It has
developed as a haven for artists and according to Zukin and Kosta, ‘Whether its denizens
have been bearded, tie-dyed, tattooed, or pierced, the East Village remains resolutely hip’,
(2004: 101). The success of the area has led to rising rents and property values and it is
often used as an example of how a ‘cultural enclave’ can act as a ‘stimulus of
gentrification’ and attract the ‘creative class’ which can further economic development,
(Zukin and Kosta, 2004: 102). Urban regeneration schemes have used this strategy to
promote urban growth and revitalisation. Indeed Temple Bar, Dublin’s cultural quarter, is
one such example, (see Corcoran, 1998).
For Brown-Saracino gentrification is the movement of young, affluent professionals into
the inner city in search of accommodation in close proximity to employment opportunities,
(2004: 137). For Long the process began as baby-boomers sought affordable
accommodation during a housing crisis brought on by the size of their generation, (1980:
66). At the same time changes in the US economy following World War Il meant that

corporations and individual professionals had greater flexibility in relation to location. This

opened up the inner city and the small town to industry and an expanding service sector,
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(Spain, 1993:15). Those with an interest in the economic revitalisation of the inner city,
including governments, planners, developers etc., encouraged and facilitated this process.
‘Gentrification often results in neighbourhood revitalization, indicated by rising housing
costs and infrastructure transformations geared towards gentrifiers’, (Brown-Saracino,
2004: 138). Indeed this is obvious in the case of Ringsend where the area has been
physically transformed in recent years. These improvements often result in the physical
displacement of working-class residents as well as social displacement. For Chemoff
‘social displacement is the replacement of one group by another, in some relatively
bounded geographical area, in terms of prestige and power’, (1980: 204). Within the
gentrification process the working-class of a particular area are displaced both physically
and socially by the social and economic institutions of the gentrifiers. This is also obvious
within Ringsend’s changing landscape where the office complex and gated community has
replaced previous industry that existed within the area. According to Spain gentrifiers tend
to be economically, educationally, racially and occupationally distinct from the original
inhabitants of the neighbourhood to which they move, (1980: 28). (see Brown-Saracino,
2004). Within Ringsend economics, educational attainment and occupation are the factors
that distinguish the gentrifiers from the ‘original inhabitants’. As such social displacement
is a main element of the process occurring within the area. In the next section I will outline
an account of the debates in relation to why gentrification occurs. This will provide the
necessary background to examine the process occurring in Ringsend.

(2.3.1) Explaining gentrification

Gentrification takes different forms in different cities and countries depending on their
specific histories of development and government policies. How the process develops once
it begins to occur within a specific place will also depend on local factors. However,

although gentrification is individualised within specific cities certain generalisations can be
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made on the conditions necessary for it to occur. It is these generalisations that | will focus
on in this section. Ringsend offers a particular case study of these processes within Dublin.

Many of the early debates within gentrification concentrated on the tensions between those
who stressed the importance of economics and those who were more concerned with the
consumption patterns of the gentrifiers in a post-industrial society. The ‘production-side’
argument is most often associated with the work of Neil Smith while the ‘consumption-
side’ argument is primarily associated with the work of David Ley.

Production versus Consumption Arguments:

Production: A ‘supply-side ’argument for sentrification

In a seminal paper, Smith (1979) argued that gentrification was the result of capital dis-
investment and re-investment in the city centre. Gentrification was part of the process of
circuits of capital flows. Smith argued that low ground rents in the periphery of urban areas
in the 1950s and 1960s saw the movement of capital to ‘..develop suburban, industrial,
residential, commercial and recreational activity’, (1986:23). This in turn saw a
‘devalorization’ of capital in the inner city leading to a phase of neglect and decay which in
turn led to the ‘..abandonment of inner city properties’, (Smith, 1986:23). As capital moves
from inner city areas property values decrease and the areas become downgraded often
being redlined by financial institutions in the process. For Smith it is this depreciation
which ‘produces the objective economic conditions that make capital revaluation
(gentrification) a rational market response’, (1996:67).

For Smith the most important factor in this process is what he terms ‘the rent gap’. “The
rent gap is the disparity between the potential ground rent level and the actual ground rent
capitalized under the present land use’, (Smith, 1996:67). The capitalized ground rent is the
actual quantity of ground rent the landowner makes under the present use while the
potential ground rent level is the amount that could be capitalised under a different or

‘better’ use. As neighbourhood decline increases the ‘rent gap’ widens. Gentrification
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occurs when the rent gap is sufficient that developers can purchase the land and develop it
for a suitable profit. This leads to further development and the neighbourhood begins ‘a
new cycle of use’, (Smith, 1996:68). For Smith the rent-gap is ‘..the necessary centrepiece
to any theory of gentrification’, (1987:165). When the rent-gap is wide enough groups who
purchase property cheaply for renovation realise the potential profits of inner city
properties. These groups, developers, landlords and owner-occupiers, buy these properties
for renovation and this closes the rent-gap as the rent level increases with this ‘better use’.
Therefore for Smith the ‘devalorization’ of capital within the inner city creates the
conditions necessary for the ‘revalorization’ of this underdeveloped urban space.

The process of de-industrialisation in many cities can be viewed in line with Smith’s rent-
gap thesis. De-industrialisation coupled with increased suburbanisation left specific areas
in the inner city ripe for development under the correct conditions. | argue that these
conditions were created with the advent of post-industrialism. One spatial consequence of
post-industrialism is the spatial centralisation of capital in urban centres. Coupled with this
is an increase in the need for a white-collar workforce in professional and managerial jobs.
These tend to follow capital and as such require relevant space within the city centre
leading to the gentrification of previous working-class, inner city areas. Many of these
areas were former industrial sites that had become downgraded due to the process of de-
industrialisation. Therefore the processes 