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BoTSWANA
Because of its mineral
wealth, particularly
diamonds, Botswana,
with a population of one
and a half million and
Gaborone as capital, is
relatively wealthy.
Though the Kalahari
Desert dominates the
landscape in the west and southwest, and
droughts are frequent, the rest of the country
enjoys a subtropical climate.

Writers tend to like the country and its people.
Bessie Head (the subject of Helen Fallon’s
July/August 2004 article), a victim of apartheid in
her home country, went to Botswana: “In South
Africa, all my life | lived in shattered little bits. All
those shattered bits began to grow together
here.” And Alexander McCall Smith has recently
written a really charming series of novels set in
Botswana and featuring the inimitable Mma
Precious Ramotswe and her No. 1 Ladies
Detective Agency.

Helen Fallon is Deputy Librarian at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth.
She has taught at the University of Sierra Leone.
Far and Beyon’ is published by Aunt Luke Books and Juggling Truths is published by Spinifex Press Pty Ltd.






