Researchers and survivors respond to the report of the
Commission of Inquiry into Mother and Baby Homes

Signatures are now closed

As researchers — historians, social scientists, journalists, legal experts, researchers on Irish
culture -and survivors who have been forced to do our own research we reject the
conclusions of the report of the Commission of Inquiry into Mother and Baby Homes and in
particular its claims about the evidence, which are deeply flawed.

The report does no justice to the survivors whose testimonies are at the centre of the
inquiry, and it draws conclusions based on a partial and biased review of the evidence,
which systematically downplays survivor testimony. Many of the leading experts in the area
have already put their rejection of this approach on record. This is not the first time that so-
called historic injustices have been poorly served by official investigations, but it must be
the last.

There is ample expertise available in Ireland and internationally to tell a far more detailed,
accurate and precise story about the institutions of the mother-and-baby homes and the
women and children who spent time in them than the one presented in the current report.
The report’s conclusions ignore the existing research on these subjects and falls far behind
them in its methods and understanding.

Although the report addresses human rights abuses, it does not draw on human rights
approaches or legislation. It does not provide definitions or parameters for key concepts
before dismissing them: discrimination; force; consent; violence. These concepts are the
subject of much international human rights law and scholarship, and conclusions should not
be drawn about these subjects in isolation from that.

The report also elides knowledge about hegemony in modern Ireland: the production and
maintenance of power. Social scientists know that power is wielded by means of many
forms of control, including physical coercion, legislative authority, economic choices and
social and cultural norms. Extensive research has documented the particular Irish mix of
these domains and the nexus of church and state in maintaining this hegemony in the
recent past. To discuss this context without drawing on an analysis of power and hegemony
cannot be represented as serious research.

Finally, the report includes much oral testimony, but does not clarify its methodological
approach to this. The necessity of gathering survivor testimonies is well-established in this
regard, especially because of restrictions imposed by religious orders on access to archives
of the homes. Given the quantity of testimonies gathered for this report and the personal
commitment made by individual survivors and their organisations to provide this
information, a clear framework for analysing and presenting findings and conclusions is
required. Instead, the report calls into question the veracity of survivor statements, begging
the question why the Commission bothered to ask. This dismissal is not grounded in any



consideration of the use of eyewitness testimony, interviews or survivor statements in the
social sciences and history, journalism and law.

The historic record is ill-served by this document, and we do not accept its conclusions as
fact or its methodology as credible.

As has been observed many times in the past weeks, the report contains multiple
inaccuracies and presents survivor testimony in an unethical and unreliable way. We wish to
draw attention to specific aspects of the report that are most egregious:

- Itis not the case that there is no evidence of forced adoptions. Indeed the
Commission acknowledges testimonies from women who did not give free, full and
informed consent for the adoption of their babies — but concludes that “there is no
evidence that this was their view at the time of the adoption”. Similar problems exist
with the claims that there is no evidence for money changing hands or for physical
abuse. The Commission ignores existing research as well as the survivor testimonies
it collected.

- Thereportis deeply inadequate in its treatment of the subject of discrimination,
particularly as regards race and disability. The conclusion that there was no evidence
of discrimination in relation to mixed race children or children with disabilities is
narrow and overlooks extensive reports of discrimination and exclusion in mother
and baby homes and following adoptions.

- Survivors have raised serious challenges as to the accuracy of how the Commission
has represented their testimony. There are serious ethical questions around many
dimensions of its investigative process, which also ignores human rights aspects. The
systematic marginalisation of survivor testimony in this context is deeply offensive
and makes for inadequate research.

- The framing of the report, from the opening paragraphs of the Executive Summary
to the final page, is designed to avoid direct and actionable attribution of
responsibility. “Women who gave birth outside marriage [in early 20th Century
Ireland] were subject to particularly harsh treatment”, the report states, going on to
say: “Responsibility for that harsh treatment rests mainly with the fathers of their
children and their own immediate families.” This attempt to deflect liability is
woefully inadequate. Fortunately, the collusion of church and state to create the
“cold harsh environment for women” which the report references has been carefully
examined by academics, researchers and reporters in numerous independent
analyses which are familiar to scholars and indeed the general public. Since the
commission was directed by its terms of reference to look only at the running of the
institutions themselves, it is not in a position to draw conclusions about where
responsibility for the treatment of women in a smotheringly patriarchal system lay.
Interested parties must look elsewhere for such analysis, grounded in actual
research.

We the undersigned note that the information gathered by the Commission of Inquiry is of
immense importance, most especially the 500 survivor testimonies collected. However, the
ensuing report is in no way the final word on the experiences of thousands of women and
children who passed through Ireland’s institutional architecture in the 20th century, and



falls far short of existing research in the field. Future research must endeavour to
understand the full extent of the systematic discrimination against women which enabled
this system of institutional harm, and continues to influence Ireland’s polity today. It will
need to focus in depth on questions of profit and loss; of Church and state relations of
power; of marginalisation, exclusion and intersecting discrimination — for instance against
black and mixed race women and children, the Mincéir community and women and children
with physical and intellectual disabilities.

In all of this the experience and concerns of survivors must be centre-stage, along with the
meaningful forms of redress they are asking for. We fully endorse the recommendations of
the Clann Project, the joint initiative of Justice for Magdalenes Research and the Adoption
Rights Alliance. A detailed list of recommendations can be found here
http://clannproject.org/commission-report/; in sum, they are:

1. ACCESS TO RECORDS LEGISLATION

a) Unconditional access to birth certificates for adopted people and people placed in
informal care arrangements

b) A clear statutory right of access to one’s own ‘care’ or adoption file and to records
concerning a family member who died in ‘care’ or adoption

c) A statutory right of access to State records for survivors, adopted people and natural
mothers.

d) Measures to safeguard and centralise records
e) An enhanced tracing service

f) Placement of the National Adoption Contact Preference Register (NACPR) on a statutory
footing

h) The Right to Know you are Adopted

2. EXPLICIT RIGHTS FOR PEOPLE ADOPTED OVERSEAS

3. PROPER IMPLEMENTATION OF EU GDPR RIGHTS

4. REDRESS AND REPARATIONS

5.ACCESS TO COURT

6. DEDICATED CRIMINAL JUSTICE UNIT & HUMAN RIGHTS-COMPLIANT CORONER’S
INQUESTS

7. REPEAL OF ‘GAGGING’ ORDERS


http://clannproject.org/about/
http://clannproject.org/commission-report/

a) Section 28(6) Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002 must be amended

b) Section 11(3) Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 must be amended

Signatures (closed)

Dr Carol Ballantine, Lecturer, Centre for Global Women’s Studies, NUI Galway
(contact: carolballantine AT gmail.com)

Dr Laurence Cox, Associate Professor of Sociology, Maynooth University
(alternative contact: laurence.cox AT mu.ie)

Rosemary Adaser, survivor

Maria Arbuckle, survivor

Chriszine Backhouse, survivor

Carly Bailey, family member and Councillor
Andrea Barron, family member

Carmel Cantwell, family member

Margaret Corbett, survivor and social care worker. Remembering Mother and Baby Home
Bessboro, Co. Cork.

Mrs Karen Cottier, survivor

Ms Majella Cullagh, family member

Paul Duane, survivor

Orla Egan, family member and archival activist

Dr Eoin Flaherty, family member and Assistant Professor of Sociology, Maynooth University
Jacinta Harrington-Flynn, survivor

Linda Hayden, survivor. The Victims Alliance.

Gillian Hemme, family member, graduate student and artist

James Heslin, family member

Ms Karen Jackson, family member



Loraine Jackson, survivor

Oliver Keane, survivor

Ms Lucy Ladchenko, on behalf of a survivor

Mrs Carmel Lawlor, survivor

Catherine McAleer, survivor

Naomi McArdle, family member

Adrian McKenna MA, BA, PGrad Dip. Survivor and professional Social Care Worker

Brian McMahon, survivor and School of Business and Humanities, Munster Technological
University

Ms Mary Morrish, survivor
Loukia Moussoulides, family member
Laura Murphy, second generation survivor

Dr Aoife Neary, family member and Lecturer in Sociology of Education, University of
Limerick

Dr Karl O’Hanlon, family member and Lecturer in English, Maynooth University

Ms Denise O'Keeffe, survivor, Bessborough mother and baby home

Aindriu Feidhlim O Lavery, survivor

Paul Jude Redmond, survivor. Coalition of Mother and Baby Home Survivors and author

Aine Sheridan, survivor group and international radio programming, Irish Radio Network
USA

Sharron Smyth, survivor. Birth Mothers Ireland

Mari Steed, survivor, activist and advocate. ARA/JFMR, Bastard Nation (US)
Ms Ellen Tierney, survivor

Alan Ward, survivor

Brian Webster, survivor

Stephen Webster, family member

Caitlin White, family member and PhD Candidate, School of History, Trinity College Dublin



Dr Amina Adanan

Sheila Ahern, researcher - film & television

Dr Kieran Allen, Associate Professor, School of Sociology, UCD

Miriam Barrow, psychotherapist

Dr Francesca Berry, University of Birmingham

Dr Lynsey Black, Assistant Professor of Criminology, Maynooth University

Professor Brian Bocking, Professor Emeritus of the Study of Religions, University College
Cork

Judy Bolger, PhD researcher in the history of Irish motherhood

Dr Simon Bourke, journalist, lecturer, researcher

Meliosa Bracken, researcher and Hume Scholar, Maynooth University

Dr Francesca Bratton, Lecturer in American Literature, Uppsala University

Dr Audrey Bryan, Associate Professor of Sociology, School of Human Development, Dublin
City University

Emma Q Burns, Doctoral Researcher, NUI Galway

Dr Judith Butler

Dr Kimberly Campanello, Lecturer, University of Leeds

Dr James Carr, Lecturer in Sociology, University of Limerick

Ms Susan Carton, Lecturer, School of Nursing, Health Sciences and Disability Studies, St
Angela’s College, Sligo

Dr Justin Carville, Lecturer in Historical & Theoretical Studies in Photography, Institute of
Art, Design and Technology

Dyuti Chakravarty, PhD researcher, School of Sociology, University College Dublin
Darina Clancy, factual documentarian ... and also single mother.

Ms Myriam Clancy, Lecturer, Munster Technological University

Dr Steve Coleman, Lecturer in Anthropology, Maynooth University

Dr Vicky Conway, Dublin City University

Dr ide Corley, Assistant Professor in English, Maynooth University



Dr Mags Crean

Dr Michael G Cronin, Lecturer in English Literature and Irish Studies, Maynooth University
Dr Caroline Crowley, independent researcher

Maria Cullinane, Lecturer, Munster Technological University

Dr Lucy Dawe Lane

Professor Fiona de Londras, Professor of Law, Birmingham Law School

Taryn de Vere, journalist

Dr Sharae Deckard, Lecturer in World Literature, School of English, Drama and Film,
University College Dublin

Prof Maurice Devlin, Professor of Applied Social Studies, Maynooth University

Dr Ellen Dillon

Aileen Drohan, Assistant Lecturer, Dept. Of Humanities, Waterford Institute of Technology
Dr Deirdre Niamh Duffy, Reader in Critical Social Policy, Manchester Metropolitan University
Dr Mel Duffy, sociologist, Dublin City University

Mairead Enright, Reader in Law, Birmingham Law School

Professor Roland Erne, Professor of European Integration and Employment Relations, UCD
Clodagh Finn, journalist, Dublin

Dr Philip Finn, Assistant Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Maynooth University

Dr Aoife Finnerty, Post-doctoral Researcher

Dr Clara Fischer, llluminate Fellow, Queen’s University Belfast

Professor Ted Fleming, Adjunct Associate Professor of Adult Education, Columbia University
New York, USA

Dr Cristina Flesher Fominaya, academic

Dr Ruth Fletcher, Senior Lecturer in Law, Queen Mary University of London
Professor Eiliondir Flynn, Director, Centre for Disability Law and Policy, NUI Galway
Rhona J. Flynn, University College Cork

Dr Caroline Forde, social science researcher, NUI Galway



Dr Oona Frawley, Associate Professor of English, Maynooth University
Dr Enida Friel

Dr James Gallen, Associate Professor of Law, School of Law and Government, Dublin City
University

Simone George, human rights lawyer

Paula Geraghty, journalist - photo/video and filmmaker

John P Gilmore, Assistant Professor of Nursing, University College Dublin
Dr John Gregory, Clinical Psychologist

Dr Alexandra Grieser, Assistant Professor for the Theory of Religion, Study of Religions,
Trinity College Dublin

Dr Lorraine Grimes, Historian, NUI Galway

Dr Bernie Grummell, Associate Professor, Maynooth University

Dr Suzanne Doyle Guilloud, Senior Research Associate, University of Bristol Law School
Dr Egle Gusciute, Lecturer in Sociology, University College Cork

Dr Robert Hamm, researcher, Dept of Sociology, Maynooth University

Dr Ann-Marie Hanlon, Lecturer and Cultural Researcher, Dundalk Institute of Technology

Revd Prof Patrick Hannon, Emeritus Professor of Moral Theology, Pontifical University,
Maynooth

Dr Dénal Hassett, historian, Department of French, University College Cork

Prof. Valerie Heffernan, Professor of Literary and Cultural Studies, Maynooth University
Dr Kylie Jarrett, Associate Professor of Media Studies, Maynooth University

Nicholas Jones, lecturer

Dr Ebun Joseph

Dr James Kapalo, Study of Religions scholar specialising in archival research, University
College Cork

Professor Gerry Kearns

Dr Laura Kelly, Senior Lecturer in the History of Health and Medicine, University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow



Dr Sinead Kennedy, Dept of English, Maynooth University
Dr Nasrin Khandoker, researcher, NUI Galway
Dr Su Ming Khoo, Senior Lecturer, School of Political Science and Sociology, NUI Galway

Dr Tina Kinsella, Lecturer and Head of Department at the Institute of Art, Design and
Technology, Dun Laoghaire, and Research Fellow at the Centre for Gender and Women's
Studies, Trinity College Dublin

Dr Tanja Kovacic¢

Roisin Lane, Lecturer, School of Business and Humanities, Munster Technological University
Dr Georgina Laragy, historian, TCD

Zoe Lawlor, teacher, University of Limerick

Dr Sharon Lawton

Professor Margaret Linehan, Munster Technological University - Cork Campus

Maria Looney, Munster Technological University

Professor Gordon Lynch, academic and former expert witness to national abuse inquiries,
Canterbury

Professor Kathleen Lynch, Professor of Equality Studies Emerita, UCD

Wendy Lyon, solicitor

Dr Ann Lyons, NUI Galway

Dr Laura McAtackney, Associate Professor of Archaeology and Heritage, Aarhus University
Professor Karen McAuliffe, Professor of Law and Language, University of Birmingham
Dr Mary McAuliffe, historian and Lecturer in Gender Studies, UCD

Dr Niamh McCrea, Lecturer in Social Science, Institute of Technology Carlow

Dr Susan McDonnell, Lecturer, Department of Social Sciences, IT Sligo

Dr Sinead McEneaney, Lecturer in History, Open University

Angela McGinn, Lecturer, Maynooth University

Dr Charles McGrath, historian, UCD

Dr N6irin MacNamara



Kevin McParland, Assistant Lecturer, Dept of Humanities, Dundalk Institute of Technology
Dr Chandana Mathur, Anthropology Dept, Maynooth University

Sinéad Mercier, Consultant - climate change law and just transition/human rights

Dr Ida Milne, history lecturer, Carlow College

Professor Jane Monckton-Smith, Professor of Public Protection, University of
Gloucestershire

Angela Morris, MSc
Dr Nina Mukheriji

Dr Anne Mulhall, Co-director, UCD Centre for Gender, Feminisms and Sexualities, University
College Dublin

Dr Majella Mulkeen, Social Science researcher and teacher, Institute of Technology Sligo
Dr Hilary Mullaney, Lecturer in Music, Dundalk Institute of Technology

Doris Murphy, PhD candidate, Sociology and Women’s Studies, University College Cork
Naoise Murphy, PhD candidate, University of Cambridge

Dr Vanessa Murphy, Lecturer, Munster Technological University, formerly CIT

Dr Thomas Murray, independent researcher

Dr Brid Ni Ghrdinne, Assistant Professor, Maynooth University

Professor Aoife Nolan, Professor of International Human Rights Law & Co-Director, Human
Rights Law Centre, University of Nottingham

Professor John O’Brennan, Jean Monnet Professor of European Integration, Maynooth
University

Dr Anne O Brien, Lecturer in Media Studies, Maynooth University

Dr Hazel O’Brien, Sociology Lecturer, Waterford Institute of Technology

Professor Maeve O Brien, Professor of Human Development, Dublin City University
Dr Aileen O’Carroll, Researcher, Maynooth University

Dr Cian O Concubhair, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice, Maynooth University

Associate Prof. Katherine O’Donnell, Associate Professor History of Ideas, University College
Dublin



Dr Theresa O'Keefe, Lecturer in Sociology, Criminology and Women’s Studies, University
College Cork

Dr Clionadh O'Keeffe

Dr Margaret O'Keeffe, Lecturer in Community Development, Munster Technological
University

David O'Loughlin, graduate student

Dr Eoin O'Mahony, independent researcher

Professor Maggie O’Neill, Professor of Sociology & Criminology, University College Cork
Ellen O Sullivan, PhD candidate, University College Cork

Dr Maire O Sullivan, Lecturer, Munster Technological University

Dr Sara O'Sullivan, Associate Professor of Sociology, University College Dublin

Dr Catriona O'Toole, Assistant Professor, Maynooth University

Dr Emer O’'Toole, Associate Professor, School of Irish Studies, Concordia University

Dr Jacqueline O'Toole, Lecturer in Social Research, Institute of Technology Sligo

Dr Hussein A H Omar, Lecturer in Modern Global History, University College Dublin

Dr Jennifer Redmond, Assistant Professor in Twentieth Century Irish History, Maynooth
University

Adrienne Reilly, researcher

Professor Ronan Reilly, Professor of Computer Science, Maynooth University
Dr John Reynolds, Associate Professor of Law, Maynooth University

Dr Sinéad Ring, Assistant Professor of Law, Maynooth University

Dr Sarah Robinson, Assistant Lecturer in Psychology and Social Studies, Carlow Institute of
Technology

Dr Julie Rodgers, Maynooth University

Dr Fergus Ryan, Associate Professor of Law, Maynooth University
Dr Maija Salokangas, Associate Professor, Maynooth University
Clare Sambrook, journalist

Dr Méabh Savage, Lecturer, Dept of Social Care and Early Childhood Studies, Waterford IT



Dr Stacey Scriver, Director of the MA Gender, Globalisation and Rights, NUI Galway
Dr Geraldine Sheedy

Evgeny Shtorn, MA Sociology, independent researcher

Dr Amanda Slevin, social scientist, Queen’s University Belfast

Rev. Dr. Adrian Stringer, visiting scholar, Maynooth University

Jennifer Moran Stritch, Lecturer/Researcher, Limerick Institute of Technology

Dr Thomas Strong, Lecturer in Anthropology, Maynooth University

Professor Aisling Swaine, Professor of Gender Studies, University College Dublin

Dr Seamus Taylor, Head of Dept of Applied Social Studies, Maynooth University
Professor Karen Till, Professor of Cultural Geography, Maynooth University

Dr Gavan Titley, Senior Lecturer in Media Studies, Maynooth University

Michael Tobin, Lecturer in Social Policy and Social Care, Waterford Institute of Technology
Dr Laura Watson, Assistant Professor of Music, Maynooth University

Gillian Watt, writer / researcher

AnneMarie Whelan BL, lawyer

Ms Niamh Wilson, PhD candidate, Maynooth University

William Allen
Carmel Balfe
Joanie Barron
Mr Giles Brody
Ms Lyn Brookes
Lorna Bourke
Marian Caulfield
Darragh Coakley

Jason Collins



Janyce Condon

Laura Crowe

Una Coughlan

Holly Crowder

Noel Donnellon

Mrs Joanne Dowling

Mrs Paula Drew

Mary Duffin

Gary Dunne, Director of Culture, London Irish Centre
Ann Fitzpatrick, social worker / community activist
Jim Fitzpatrick, artist / activist

Kevin Flanagan

Jeannie Frampton

Andrew Galvin

Kathleen Griffin

Noah Halpin

Ms Mary Higgins

Ms Anna Hogan

Rose Jones

Joshua Wise Kelley

Ms Geraldine Lumley

Paddy McGarr

Pradeep Mahadeshwar, art director and Act Up
Tommy Maher

Mrs Rosemarie Maughan

Clair McSweeney



Ms Carol Mitchell
Dolores Mullahy
Jess Mundy

Kate Murphy

Lisa Murphy

Ayrton O'Brien

Ms Ciara O'Brien
Oonagh O’Brien
Ciara O’Connor
Shane OCurry, Director, Irish Network Against Racism - INAR
Rachel O' Farrell
Mary O Halloran
Keith O Reilly

Jenna O'Shea

Una Ortell

Mr Lassane Ouedraogo, Chairperson, Africa Solidarity Centre Ireland
John Power

Ms Romy Redmond
Deborah Reynolds
Dave Ross

Linda Gibbons Ruane
Mary Ryan

Karen Shiels

Colette Slevin

Aoife Titley

Brigid Walsh






