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, ving ship. When Adjai and the other captives were
~_some. t:me ~ jf . ] ' ~ brought up on deck, they were surprised to find their
- . borugueee masters  in chains and themselves at
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One of the portraits that adorned the library walls was , .
of an elderly African man who wore the ermine garb of . FRE E’D‘OM AND FRIENDSHIP

a blshop The first student, in 1827, of what was then a e hberated Africans were taken to the appropriately
Church of England mission, he, like me, was not from named Freetown in Sierra Leone. Thousands of miles
Slerra Leone. His arrival there, however, had been from home and penniless, there would ha '

ore dramatic than mme no possibility of going home for Adjai r any of the
others. . 1
Bornin 181 0,: a Yoruba from what isnow the south west '
of Nigeria, Adjai, as he was then called, was the son of The Province of Freedom, a twenty-eight-mile stretch
a weaver who specialised in country cloth. His family of peninsular land on the coast of Sierra Leone, had
were also small farmers. When Adjai was twelve, an been established by the British Anti-Slavery Movement g
enemy army surrounded his hometown, Ochugu. They (initially a group of twelve English people, six of whom
quickly captured and set fire to the town. were Quakers) in 1787.
In a letter written in 1841, Adjai recorded, “there was In April of that year, four hundred and eleven people
not much slaughter as the aim was to capture as many set out from Plymouth for Sierra Leone. These settlers
as they could.” The plan was to sell those captured as were later joined by freed slaves from North America
slaves. While slave trading had been declared illegal, and Jamaica. Later still, the liberated Africans arrived.
by the British Abolition Act of 1807, the practice was This was the group to whom Adjai belonged. Between
still widespread. 1807 and 1863, when the last shipload of freed slaves
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nissionary couple in _
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sterin 1843 and, shortly afterwards, married Asano
, @ schoolmistress, who had been on the same
; t‘ﬁrst brought him to Freetown. They had two

AFRICA'S FIRST ANGLICAN BISHOP

‘He returned to Nigeria, was reunited with his mother
and, for the rest of his life, ministered as an Anglican
missionary in his extensive Yoruba homeland and
beyond.

“s‘ established in 1827, Samuel was one of the first
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ueen Victoria and Prince -
how the Lagos slave trade

A talented linguis hop Crowther translated the
Bible into Yoruba and produced a Yoruba version of the
Anglican Book of Common Prayer. Aged eighty-one,
he died in 1891.

In late afternoon, as | made my way home from Fourah
Bay College to Leicester, | sometimes thought of the
young boy who walked the same path almost two
hundred years earlier. |
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