
subharmonic homesick blues 

BY KILIAN O'KELLY

                for Orchestra



2

= A quarter-tone sharp

= A quarter-tone flat

= Three quarter-tone sharp

= Three quarter-tone flat

Forces

Piano

'x' noteheads = Place one hand inside piano

and gently rest finger on string. Similar to

palm muting but goal is to get string to ring 

out. 

Please only use pedal when indicated.

Brass and Woodwind Directions

Con sordini = mute 

f.t. = Flutter-tongue 

The score sounds as written. 

Performance Directions

All Instruments 

The piece uses microtonal language throughout:

Upward arrows before a note = 1/8th sharp

Downward arrows before a note = 1/8th flat

For Strings

s.t. = Sul Tasto

s.p. = Sul Pont

c.l.b. = Col legno battuto

'x' noteheads = Play behind the bridge 

Horizontal arrow = Morph  

Double Bass = Low 'E' on double bass tuned down to 'D'

Boxed material = repeat gesture inside box 

4 B Flat Trumpets 

4 Horns in F

4 Flutes

4 B Flat Clarinets

3 Percussionists 

-Timpani

-Vibraphone

-Thunder Sheet

-5 Templeblocks

- Maracas

-Bongos

-Claves

Drum Kit: 1 player

- Standard kit

1 Piano

12 Violins

4 Violas

4 Cellos

4 Double Basses 
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Percussion III

= Conga

= Bongos 

= Maracas // shared with Percussion II

Drum Kit 

= Buzzroll

= Standard drumsticks throughout 

Key =

Percussion I / II / III 

Mallet indications above each instrument in score when

required.

                                      // Prepare //

Standard drumsticks // soft mallets // timpani mallets

Percussion I

               

              = Vibraphone with motor on and pedal throughout.

                 Prepare cello or double bass bow.

             

              = Thundersheet  

              = Claves

              = Gong

Percussion II

             

Timpani = Must be Pedal Timpani. The ascending lines after

a note (see bar 19) indicates that the tension of the skin

should be tightened by using the pedal. 

              = Timpani - percussionists take turns playing  

                 the timpani which is tuned to 'A2'. 

              = 5 templeblocks of different sizes. 

                  The highest of the five notes on the stave      

                  represents the highest sounding woodblock.

                  See bars 86-87: here all five woodblocks are   

                  played in quick succesion from highest to lowest. 

              = Maracas. Tremolos are used to indicate shake 

                   speed 

Performance Directions

= Rimshot
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Violin 4+5+6

Violin 7+8+9

Violin 10+11+12

Viola 1+2

Viola 3+4

Violoncello 1+2

Violoncello 3+4
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Double Bass 3+4
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√ Bow note with cello / double-bass bow

Kilian O'Kelly (2018)

Subharmonic Homesick Blues

for Orchestra

&

Left-hand plays key whilst Right-hand is

inside piano with finger on the string. 

The more mettalic the sound, the better
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