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they form a part. His own work on comparing Belfast, Dublin and Bristol is a leading
example of its kind. Here he compares Belfast, using such measures as infant mortality
and death rates, with those of other British towns and European countries and comes to
a conclusion that may surprise many: late nineteenth-century Belfast was a healthier place
than many other industrial cities, or indeed some European countries. In particular he
highlights points of comparison between Belfast and Bristol which are both instructive
and intriguing. For example, Belfast lost a disproportionate number of men during World
War I compared to Bristol, simply because a larger proportion of its recruits joined
infantry units. Lynch’s parting encouragement is for local historians to look beyond their
immediate area of interest in order to find what gives their place its singularity.

In finding out about the singularity of our own place we also find out about its common-
ality. This is the importance and wider significance of local studies. ‘Doing local history’
we find out about both our own individuality and our common humanity. And here the
principle of subsidiarity applies: we are best doing our own local history - but not alone.
There is a need for partnership with professionals concerned with ‘the fugue between the
local and the general’. This book makes a major contribution to building that partnership.

B. K. LAMBKIN
Centre for Migration Studies at the Ulster-American Folk Park, Omagh

W. H. CRAWFORD and R. H. FOY (eds), Townlands in Ulster: Local History Studies
(Belfast: Ulster Historical Foundation, 1998. Pp. 1x+239.£14.99stg.)

The recent flowering of local history publications is evidence of a growing interest in
writing and reading about the local past. Unusually, an improvement in quality has
accompanied the increase in quantity, especially in the methodology of much of this
writing. Part of this improvement is an increasing awareness of the need to study what
Raymond Gillespie has described as ‘communities of interest’. Many local historians
are now looking beyond traditional topics like the parish or landed family towards a
variety of other communities and a welcome diversity of publications about many
different kinds of local community has been the result. This book, for instance, is one
of two recent publications in which examples of the peculiarly Irish land and social unit
known as the townland - over 62,000 of which were recorded in the first Ordnance
Survey maps — are explored by a group of local historians. (The other is Paul Connell,
Denis A. Cronin and Brian O Délaigh (eds.), Frish Townlands: Studies in Local History
(Dublin, 1998).

The attraction of townlands for comparative study is obvious. They cover the entire
island, are small enough to allow for detailed study, and have a broadly similar range of
source material available. An additional impetus for study is the threat to their existence
or at least to their central place in the rural consciousness from changes in landholding
and land use, rural depopulation, the spreading tentacles of (sub)urbanisation, and in
this particular case from attempts by the bureaucracies to eliminate them altogether, in
favour of cleaner and more administratively friendly numbers. As joint editor W.H.
Crawford says, this book owes its genesis to the Federation of Ulster Studies, ‘long
running campaign to maintain the use of townland names when the Post Office was
pressurising rural dwellers to abandon them in favour of new ill-devised road names
and numbered houses’.
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In preparing the book the editors devised a framework for each conwibutor to follow,
largely based around sources available at P.R.O.N.IL It includes the pre-Plantation history
of the townland, the creation of estates and farms, changes in population, farming prac-
tices, communications and the community life of the inhabitants. These guidelines are
comprehensively expanded upon by W.H. Crawford in his introductory chapter ‘Creating
the framework’. He discusses the sources which are available for most townlands - seven-
teenth-century land surveys and taxation records, estate records, tithe and land valuation
records from the nineteenth century, decennial census reports beginning in 1841, the
census returns of 1901 and agricultural statistics — and makes some useful points about
methodology. Crawford is clear, concise and insightful. His introduction is a valuable
primer for local historians of rural Ulster and Ireland, and should be read by anyone inter-
ested in working in the field.

The eight individual contributors to this collection have largely followed the framework
outlined to examine townlands in Northern Ireland which are well known to them. The
townland is a difficult topic to tackle well but the contributors have largely succeeded in
their tasks. They are strongest on the nincteenth century, making extensive use of official
sources, and of land valuation records in particular. Settlement patterns in the townlands
from the mid-nineteenth century on are very well detailed and easy to compare, and are
aided greatly by excellent specialist maps, prepared by Brian MacDonald and Matthew
Stout, which show the nineteenth-century valuation boundaries. These portrayals of the
changing settlement patterns in the townlands are probably the most successful aspect of
the collection, although in some cases the implications of certain patterns, like partnership
farming, could have done with more analysis.

Paradoxically, rigorous adherence to the framework often makes for disappointing
results in other respects. The framework seems to have forced some contributors into
too narrow an approach and a sense of sameness pervades many of the studies. It may
have prevented some of the contributors from following up alternative sources or trains
of thought, and has forced some to write on aspects of their subjects on which they
have very little to say. It is often only when the contributor strays outside the
prescribed framework that a study springs to life. A good example is R.H. Foy’s lumi-
nous account of the townland of Scolbow in mid-Antrim, which has the good fortune of
having some autobiographical and family manuscripts available to put flesh on the
bones of the official records.

It is a pity that so many of the contributors limited their research to the ‘framework
documents’ easily available in P.R.O.N.L. and outlined by Crawford. Other possibilities ~
the Registry of Deeds in Dublin for example — seem to have been largely ignored. The
1911 census returns, which are easily available in Dublin if not in Northern Ireland, and
which could surely have been legitimately used to make general points, seem not to have
been considered either. Good work has been done on the material culture of the town-
lands but the studies tend to ignore mentalité or mental culture. For instance, sources which
might have pointed to social or religious tensions have been underused. Avoiding these
tensions is understandable, given local sensitivities in much of Northern Ireland. But is it
valid o suggest as H.S. Irvine does in his essay on Cranfield, county Down, that the
‘recoverable history’ of many townlands be reduced to ‘largely the history of how its land
has been managed by its owners and farmed by its tenants’?

But these quibbles are not to take away from these useful contributions to our under-
standing of the small networks that made up rural society. By and large the studies in



REVIEWS 157

this volume are welcome both as individual studies of small communities and as valu-
able contributions to local history methodology in Ireland. In addition the reproducton
of so many primary documents adds immensely to the pleasure of reading the collection
and the publishers are to be congratulated on both its high production values and
reasonable cost.

DENIS CRONIN
National Universtty of Ireland, Maynooth

PETER COLLINS, County Monaghan Sources tn the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
(Belfast: Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, 1998. Pp. 212. £14.99 stg.)

PETER COLLINS, Pathways to Ulster’s Past: Sources and Resources for Local Studies (Belfast:
Institute of Irish Studies, 1998. Pp. 158. £6.50 stg.)

These two books will create some confusion among historians. They are both attributed to
the same author yet in content and style they are radically different. The first, that on
sources for Monaghan history, is a model of its type, following on from the PRONI tradi-
tion of producing county guldes to sources in a loose-leaf form. It is concerned principally
with providing an overview of the landed estate records of the county and it does this
supremely well. The evolution of each estate is described with a useful family tree and
background notes on the main members of the family. The classification scheme for the
collection is then detailed and each section is described using extensive summaries and
lengthy quotations from the estate papers. Two shorter chapters deal with church records
and miscellaneous material, such as Board of Guardians records. The volume is wonder-
fully produced and heavily illustrated with portraits of the main landowners and views of
the county. This is an excellent volume which other guides to sources would do well to
emulate. No one interested in the history of Ulster or the development of landed estates
generally, not simply those concerned with Monaghan, can afford to be without this work
for the light it sheds on the province’s past.

‘What the local historian is more likely to encounter is the second of the two books Path-
ways to Ulster’s Past which claims to be a guide to sources for Ulster history. By comparison
with the Monaghan volume this is a very poor book. It is badly constructed, full of errors
and lacking in some very basic areas. It devotes three chapters to a chronological survey of
sources, one to the sources for the land question in the nineteenth century, one (by far the
longest) on ‘miscellaneous’ records and three chapters on archives, libraries and museums.
Since it will be used by many local historians in starting their research this is the sort of
book which needs to be clearly written, explain complexities people will come across and
provide accurate factual information. In all areas it is lacking. The present reviewer prob-
ably knows rather more than average about the sources for seventeenth-century Ulster
but he failed to make any sense at all of the description of the seventeenth-century state
papers on p. 9. Factual errors abound in this volume. The Civil Survey was not, as the text
states, carried out from 1654 to 1667 (p. 11), the list of LM.C. editions of the Civil Survey
(p. 12) is very defective, the Books of Survey and Distribution were not made in 1680 (p.
14), the tituladoes in the ‘1659 census’ were not those with title to land (p. 15) and so the
litany grows. While the seventeenth century may scem an unfair ground to highlight the
same sort of careless slips appear throughout the volume and judging by the opening times



