
"Why Research Libraries supporting 
Open Access is vital to the 
achievement of the UN SDGs and 
enabling Social Justice”
Ciarán Quinn
Maynooth University Library

“Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural 
life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in 
scientific advancement and its benefits” The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (1944): Article 27, section 1



What is Open Access?

• Open access (OA) refers to free, unrestricted online access to research outputs such as journal articles and books. OA content is open to all,
with no access fees.

There are two main routes to making research outputs openly accessible.

• Gold Open Access which may involve the payment of an Article Processing Charge (APC) to a fully or Hybrid OA Journal

• OA Agreements in place may waive these charges

• Green Open Access which is self-archiving a version of the manuscript other than the published version in an OA repository

• Maynooth University:

• MURAL (MU Research Archive Library) 2003 

• covers MU & SPCM (PPU)

• MU OA Mandate (2008,2021)

• All Research & Scholarly Publications to be deposited in MURAL

• MU Open Access Publishing

• Strong advocates for OA amongst Researchers & Librarians

https://nuim.libguides.com/mural
https://nuim.libguides.com/mural
https://nuim.libguides.com/openaccess/OAMandate
https://nuim.libguides.com/openaccess/OAMandate


17 Sustainable Development Goals (2015)

• Target 10 in SDG 16:
• “Ensure public access to information and protect 

fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national 
legislation and international agreements”

• SDG 16

• Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, provide access to justice 
for all and build effective, accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels

• Access to quality information impacts the 
implementation of all SDG’s!
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https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16


International Federation of Library 
Associations & Institutions (IFLA)
Advocacy

https://da2i.ifla.org/

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Development & Access to Information: 2019 series 
of Reports

• Provides a range of indicators of how well countries are performing. Looking at four different 
pillars of access – connectivity, social and cultural norms, skills and laws – it gives insights into 
the different dimensions of meaningful access to information.

• https://da2i.ifla.org/

The Lyon Declaration on Access to Information and 
Development (IFLA, 2014)

• The Declaration called upon United Nations Member States to make an international 
commitment through the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to ensure that 
everyone has access to, and is able to understand, use and share the information that is 
necessary to promote sustainable development and democratic societies.

https://da2i.ifla.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld


IFLA Map of the World – SDG Stories Map
Map
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https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories
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https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories


Inequalities in Access to Information 

• Literacy/Information Literacy

• How to locate, filter & make sense of the information

• Culture/norms of the society

• Technology/Digital Divide

• Library Access

• Access to academic books/Journals

• Paywalls

• Open Access

• Various OA routes Green & Gold

• Harvested by various platforms  e.g UnPaywall

https://unpaywall.org/


SDG's and Open Access: What's the connection?

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s)

• Implementation relies on equitable access to 
information & up to date research, in the 17 areas 
for Researchers and Educators to access.

• Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) main 
drivers behind economic growth and prosperity

• Access to Science is crucial for the SDG’s

• Specific role of Science in SDG's includes, 
Industry, Technology (enabling & environmentally 
sound), Water Quality, Clean Energy, Economic 
Prosperity, Climate Change, Marine and Land 
conservation

• https://bit.ly/3tfr1Ds (UNESCO)

What does Open Access do?
• Rapid & wide dissemination of the results of scholarly 

research

• More people can read the results of scholarly research

• New ideas can be dispersed more rapidly and widely, which 
in turn triggers new research studies; it serves as an 
impetus for knowledge.

• Businesses also have broad access to the most recent 
scientific ideas, which they can then build upon. Open 
access contributes to the knowledge economy and 
provides an economic boost.

• Recent knowledge can be put to immediate re-use in 
teaching as “Open Educational Resources“ (OER’s)

• https://bit.ly/3HeShqs (Open Access.nl)

https://bit.ly/3tfr1Ds
https://bit.ly/3tfr1Ds
https://bit.ly/3HeShqs
https://bit.ly/3HeShqs


OPEN ACCESS DRIVERS

Government

Universities/University Libraries

Open Access Publishers

Funders Mandates

Researchers



IRELANDS TIMELINE !

Irelands National Principles on Open Access (2012)

National Open Research Forum (NORF)
 Produced the "National Framework on the Transition to an Open Research 

Environment" (2019)

 NORF working group on Open Access & Funded Projects

 Strong Library involvement in WG’s and projects.

 National OA Agreements with Publishers:

 IREL Open Access Agreements , 2020 onwards.

 26 Currently in place

 Irish Open Access Publishers (IOAP) Community formation (2022)

 All IOAP activities are informed by the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals in terms of free and open access to information and the inclusion of all voices 
in scholarly publishing

 Website content includes Irish OA Journals & Monographs

 OA Books: Maynooth Academic Press , DCU Press ,Open Press (NUIG)

https://www.dri.ie/sites/default/files/files/National%20Principles%20on%20Open%20Access%20Policy%20Statement%20(FINAL%2023%20Oct%202012%20).pdf
https://norf.ie/
https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/0287dj04d
https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/0287dj04d
https://norf.ie/working-groups/open-access/
https://norf.ie/working-groups/open-access/
https://norf.ie/2022-open-research-fund-projects/
https://irel.ie/open-access/
https://irel.ie/open-access/
https://www.ioap.ie/
https://www.ioap.ie/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fdevelopment%2Fdesa%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fsustainable%2Fsustainable-development-goals.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1eBApt71utSzQcXc-LbZas
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fdevelopment%2Fdesa%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fsustainable%2Fsustainable-development-goals.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1eBApt71utSzQcXc-LbZas
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fdevelopment%2Fdesa%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fsustainable%2Fsustainable-development-goals.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1eBApt71utSzQcXc-LbZas
https://www.dcupress.dcu.ie/


Open Access Challenges

• Number of fully open access journals varies 
across disciplines

• Academics are expected to publish in high 
impact journals which offer only Gold Open 
Access

• Article Processing Charges are often prohibitive

• Copyright barriers/restrictions

• Prevalence of Predatory Journals (OA but 
quality issues)



Open Access Solutions

• OA Publishing Agreements (IREL)

• Green Open Access (Institutional Repositories)

• Institutional Publishing & Online OA Publishing

• Changing the culture away from an emphasis 
on High Impact Journals for Career progression

• Responsible Metrics Policies

• All within the remit of Research Libraries !

• Champions for Open Access



What is the current 
position of OA?
How are we doing?

OPEN DOAR, DOAJ

Internationally huge increase in the 
amount of Open Access Resources

Benefitting from a push by Librarians, 
Researchers & Funders

Internet sees the rise of Open Access 
content available to all

Online Repositories (Subject & Institutional) 
& Directories  e.g OPEN DOAR, DOAJ

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://doaj.org/about/


Directory of OA 
Journals (DOAJ)

• DOAJ Snapshots: March 2022 & April 2023 
show a significant overall increase in the 
number of titles.

• Rigorous quality checks to exclude Predatory 
Journals

• Principles of Transparency & Best 
Practice (2013)

• Think Check Submit (Tools & Practical 
Resources)

• List includes OA Publishers 

• PLOS 20% + of Articles

• Green OA listed in Scopus (Dec 2020) sourced 
from Un-Paywall & Web of Science (2018)

https://www.doaj.org/apply/transparency/
https://www.doaj.org/apply/transparency/
https://www.doaj.org/apply/transparency/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Open Access content indexed on 
Citation Databases

• Web of Science

• 12m articles with Open Access versions, 5,000 OA Journals, 23% of 
Articles over the last 5 years have free access (Green & Hybrid 
Gold) https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/solutions/open-
access/

• Scopus

• Open Access (OA) in Scopus is represented at the journal/source 
level. Out of the +21,000 active journals indexed in Scopus, 
approximately 4,065 are registered as OA journals. 

• Open Access refers to journals and articles in which all peer 
reviewed scholarly articles are online and available without 
restrictions.

• https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11268/s
upporthub/scopus/

https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/solutions/open-access/
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/solutions/open-access/
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/solutions/open-access/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11268/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11268/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11268/supporthub/scopus/


How can we track the numbers? 
Evidence of Improvement !

• Scopus
• Includes Pre-generated SDG queries & filter for OA in Advanced 

Search

• Web of Science
• Filter for OA

• Altmetric Explorer Attention Score
• OA papers alignment with SDG’s

• Times Higher Education Impact Rankings assess 
Universities against SDG’s

https://www.altmetric.com/about-us/our-data/donut-and-altmetric-attention-score/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/impactrankings
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/impactrankings


MU 
2018-2022 
70% OA



MU
2013-2017 
59% OA



MU Open 
Access 
All Time!
62% OA



MU SDG 7: 
“Affordable & Clean 
Energy”
63% OA



SDG 7: Open 
Access 
(all 
documents on 
Scopus) 
< 25%



Open Access 
(Scopus) SDG 7 
of last 5 
years: 33%



Altmetrics Explorer All Outputs for SDG 7:
496 mentions 93 outputs



Altmetrics Explorer Open Access Only: SDG 7 
494 mentions from 91 outputs



Google Scholar and Open Access

• Links to Green (repositories), Gold Open Access articles (and 
bibliographic details) from publishers & Research Gate (copyright?)

• Uses an automatic crawling algorithm that extracts 
bibliographic data, citations, and other information about 
scholarly articles from various sources.

• Google’s search engine for scholarly literature has begun to include 
information on open-access publishing in its author profiles.

• A coloured bar will now appear under researchers’ public 
profiles, with green indicating articles that should be free to 
read and are, and red showing apparent breaches of the rules.

• Beware Predatory Publishers

https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-world-2021-3-google-scholar-s-open-access-move-sends-a-powerful-message/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-world-2021-3-google-scholar-s-open-access-move-sends-a-powerful-message/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-world-2021-3-google-scholar-s-open-access-move-sends-a-powerful-message/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-world-2021-3-google-scholar-s-open-access-move-sends-a-powerful-message/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-world-2021-3-google-scholar-s-open-access-move-sends-a-powerful-message/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-world-2021-3-google-scholar-s-open-access-move-sends-a-powerful-message/


Questions?
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