By Brian Conway#¥

Although the origins of sociology in Ireland go back to the 19th century, the
Sociological Association of Ireland was only established in 1973. An earlier
sociological organisation, the Christus Rex Society, was established at the
national seminary in St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth, in September 1941 and
had a priest membership. On 5 May, 1973, Cyril White, Conor Word, and
Joy Rudd organized a meeting in Newman House, Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin,
then home to University College Dublin, of about twenty sociologists, from
north a vith a view to establishing a disciplinary association. One
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a report entitled “Postgraduate Sociology Studies in Irish Universities.” An
impressively detailed document, it laid out such things as fees, department
specializations, facilities for postgraduate work, recent enrollment, and su-
pervision policies. By this time, most of the universities offered postgraduate
programmes in sociology at the Master’s and doctorate levels and reported
low staff-student ratios.

Discursive developments in the 1980s included a new book series on Irish
society dealing with the topics of gender, crime, power and conflict, and cul-
ture and ideology. 1991 represented an important year for the SAI, marking
the launch of its first journal, the Irish Journal of Sociology. Founding editors,
Tony Fahey and Michel Peillon, took on co-ordinating responsibilities for
the journal’s inaugural issue and for the first three years of publication. The
journal provided a new outlet for sociological writing on or about Ireland
and published work in Irish and English. From 2009 the SAT’s journal will be
published by Manchester University Press.
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