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cally describes a lived Islim that is complex,
with its own acsthetic power, providing a dra-
matic contrast to the depictions of Mushms
that we read today almost daily in the pres.
It i the kind of book that we need to teach
right now.

ANNE MENELEY

Tient Chrivensity

REED. Apam. Ppua New Guivead last place:
experictzces of caintidint iz posaloniid
priswr. x. 197 pp., maps, figs. illus, bibli-
ogr. Oxtord, New York: Berghahn Books,
2003, £30.00 (cloth)

A prison ethnography might be the kst place
to expect an innovative account of an emer-
zent mtional culture. Indeed, In his book on
Port Moresbys Bomana jail, Adam Reed docs
not emphasize the question of natiomality or
the nation, The book’s modest aim, to describe
one prisen largely on the basis of interviews
conducted on the premises, perhaps prevents
it. Yet Papua New Guinean public culture is
today dominated by discussions of biw and
order, effective governance, and social decline.
The book is 2 moving account of men and
women struggling to create thenselves and
their worlds out of the threads of unravelled
personal and  political pasts. Scholars  of
Mehinesia, and of Iaw, will find it a thought-
provoking cvocation of the postcolonial
present.

Reed 1s in some ways aided by the limira-
tions that he imposes on hinselt Suspending
moral judgement of, or even inquiry about,
the criminal acts that landed his research sub-
jects in prison, mostly murder and thet. he is
able lnstead to listen to their own thoughts
about living there. This vields a narrative orga-
nized around the ‘experience of constraint’
and its constitutive elements: physical seclu-
sion, social separation, temporal discontinuity,
personal  sahation, and  ethical reflection.
Throughout, Reed uses the classic accounts of
imprisonment by Svkes and Foucault as foils
tor his own deffi applications of Marilvn
Strathern’s analyses of Melanesian sociality.
While never belittling the sutfering of pris-
oners during their months or years of con-
finement — or the nugnitude of thelr crimes
— he shows how incarceration can be socially
productive 12 ways that, 1t seems, only
Melanesians could 1magine.

For example, while some prison studies
have comsidered the jail a selfcontained
world, Reed shows prisoners suspended in
relations that extend bevond the razor-wired
peruneter. Their bodies twitch in tanden: with
events ebewhere {their home villages, for
example) and their dreams foretell of relations
both near and far. None the less, though Fou-
cault enphasized the panoptic techniques of
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the modern prison. male prisoners at Bomana
regard it as a “dark place’. They work to sup-
press thoughts of relations outside the jail and
reg‘ard tlleir St’clusion thcre as L‘l]ﬂbl‘lng‘ Ill
their view, separation from women and from
domestic relations re-enacts the gender exclu-
siens of traditional social orders. Such separa-
tions attord the lnvention and/or elaborstion
of new forns of collectivity, in particular
crime gangs, ethnic or reglonal athhations, and
ecclesiastical associations.

Throughout, Reed demonstrates 2 divci-
plined devotion to Stratherns analysis and in
particular to her picture of sociality as alter-
nating between two miodal forms: collective
{gender-exclusive) and particular (cross-sex).
Reeedb descriptions of yangs as clan-like forns
of egalitarian nmle assodation 1y of special
terest to  scholars of transformations in
Papua New Guinea polities and gender rela-
tions. However, his chim that fennle inmates
at Bomuna are orientated espedially to the
‘perticular’ relations of affinal or kin affiliation
is not as well developed.

Though he criticizes  conventions  of
Moelanesianist anthropelogy as old-fshiened
(pp. 79-82). Reeds work could be strength-
ened by greater knowledge of Papua New
Guinea outiide s capinal. Paielans, T think,
would be chagrined to learn that they live in
the country’s eastern highlands (. 133 — they
in fact live in the far west). Reeds transhtions
of Tek Pisin, while never incorrect, are a bit
unevenly poetic. And it nay surprise him to
find that some of the activities that he
describes as produced by the prison environ-
ment {c.g obsesive gambling) in fact fre-
quently chancterize vilage life. Moreover,
the contest between ‘autonomy’ and moral
social obligation that Reed sees as 2 nascemt
reflexive  critigue  of Melinesian  sociality
(chap. ¢) has long been a tension at the heart
of Melinesian fonns of social life.

Indeed, a great strength of this book is its
description of ideas that resonate all over the
country. Upon release, prisoners often stant
new lives while also plying stories of their
adventures, soliciting the approving adnura-
tion or meral cdification of (especially)
vounger generatiens. Reeds descriptions of
gangs, of the seductive ethos of the cowboy-
crininal, of penile incisions and other body
prictices, of the dangerous appeal of city lite,
of nosalgia for lost pasts and lost plhces —
these all richly evolke the contemporary social
world of Papua New Guinea.

Reeds writing s always lucid and often
bold, and he corporates poetry, song lyrics,
dream narratives, and other texts produced by
prisoners. The book also includes cartoon
line-driwings of scenes from1 prison hfe 1
suspect that those illustrations will nuake the
volume more accemible to Papua New
Guineans who do not read Enghsh, but the
drawings’ etlect on other audiences may be to
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lighten the gravity of Reed subject. Never-
thekess, legendary ‘Bomex” (as it is abbreviated)
— dusty and hot, indeed quite hellish — is here
effectively portraved as an ordeal of singulr
cultural consequence.

THOMAS STRONG

Drazectonr Ulnvasity

SOMMERS, MaRe, Jon 52 Boreolaad: Browed:
refoees o relan T aidae. xall, 219 pp.,
nuaps. figs, lus,, bibliogr. Oxtord. New
York: Berghahn Books, 2001, £15.00
{piper)

This accessibly writen study  describes the
clandestine lives of members of a selfsettled.
Pentecostalist, Burunduan refugece community
Living and working illegally in Dar es Saham.
The author’s fieldwork amonyg these voung
urban-hased mien provides a refreshing change
m perpective flom most studies of African
refugees that focus on refugees hving in
canmips. Alkhough based upon 4 simall sample of
kev mformants — Pasteur Albert, Tohn, Tames,
Luka, Willam, and Marco — the resalts
provide mportant quabrative data on the
sitnation of an estimated three-quarters ot
all African refugees, who are selt-scrtled
rather than inhabitants of UNHCR retugee
camps.

The firt half of the book contextualizes the
urban migrants’ stuation w terms ot their his-
torical experience, Iife m the refugee camps,
and the Tanzanun authorities’ attitudes and
pohcies towards urban nugrants, especally
voung men. The latter part of the book traces
the networks and strategies that the voung
men emploved to get from their rural refugee
settlements to establish themselves sately in
Dar ¢ Salama with secure jobs and accom-
modatien. The unportance of patronage
emerges clearly from these accounts, though I
suspect that shghtly too much sgniticance 1s
given to the Pentecostal Church, rather than
to the continmation of torms of patron-client
relations central to Burunduan society. An
mteresting sub-theme of the presentation s
the analvsis of Lagha yu Hiduen — the Dar e
Saliam vouths' patoly — whose vivid and
provocative 1dioms and clich 5 otter 4 vibrane
commentary on life i Dar ¢ Salaam thar
Sommiers exploits to good cttect.

The analysis focnses on the interminable
uncerramty of these refugees’ lives, discussed
mostly in terms of fear As mfants or verv
voung children, these men fled Burund:
during the Tutsi nassacres of Hutu in 1972,
Although mostly umble to remenber these
events tor thenwselves, the terror of this peried
has traumatized ther families and led to the
constant worry that the Tutsi sall seck to kill
them. Fear, Sommers argues. pervades their
Lfe experience, and 15 therefore central in
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the identity comstruction of these second-
gencration Hutu retugees.

Finding themselves in refugee settlements
with little or no prospect of return i the
foreseeable  future, Burundian Hutu  elders
turned memories of ethme holocaust meo his-
torical narratives that strengrhened  group
selidarity  and  comnected  the children  of
genocide sunvivors to the avnatezing expe-
riences  of their parents. These narmatves
stereotyped the Hutu o victunized for guon-
erations  bv  murderous Tutst  adversanes.
Although these accounts of the past inspared
genocidal violence by Hutu extrenists 1
Ruwanda 1994, 1 the retugee settlenients
they enabled the young retugees to adenuty
thenselves as Burundian nauonab and ethie
Hutu Ths history intused the vounyg refugees
with a cultunally rrasnurted wrror. which
Sommers charactenzes with the term *eultoral
fear’.

Sommers wes the 1dea of cultural fear to
exphin why the Burundun wrban nugrants'
tears go bevond the realiies of bung allegal
urban  myrants. While  vwrban Tanzanun
migrants refer to ‘anxieties’ when dicusmg
life 1 Dar ¢ Salaam, Burundian refugees talk
of ‘being atraid. The emotional difference
between these, Somumers argues, reflects the
role of ‘cultural fear’ wm  the Burundian
refugees” lives,

The ocaasional  tendeney  for  self-
congratulatien 1n the aothor’s deseripuon of
fieldwork spoils what is otherwise an imnterest-
g acceunt of the challenge of adapting
research plins to sult a changing sitwauen. The
use of snewballing techniques 13 central to
urban cchnography, but in this case was made
more difficule by the mostlv dllegad lives of
those studied. Given the souall number of
formants, the author does not convincingly
demomstrate why these mteresting case studies
should be applicable to all "Burundi retugees
in urban Tanzania®, as the subutle suggests.

With such a bnuted base of infornunts, one
1» forced to wonder how much William's
excessive paranoia atfected the atmosphere in
the niloring shop and wHuenced Sommers's
analvtic bias to ‘cultunal fear’. Although pam-
noia, swpicion, uncertainty, anxicty, terror.
horror, and so on, are mentioned. Sominers
does not svstemancallv explore why these
terms should be reduced to “cultural fear’,
cven luss 5o front a Burundian Hutu perspec-
tve. This absence has led hun to overstate s
position: ‘In the case of young Burund
retugees, cultural fear was the lens through
which they perceived reahey’ (po 185). One
mevitably thinks of informants such as Luka,
who were not donunated by cultural tear, and
vet whe reprosent a significant proportion of
those consulted.
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