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PLACE AND NON-PLACE

provide employment, function as new marketplaces and
offer a range of entertainment facilities. Administrative and
cultural services increasingly gravitate around these ‘edge
cities’. If employment, trade and entertainment are moving
away from central Dublin, the latter simply ceases to be the
centre of Dublin. Yet, for some categories of residents, the
metropolitan core of Dublin has been strengthened in many
ways.

These three patterns of urban development have each
been linked with the late-capitalist or post-industrial
economy. It would appear that post-industrial growth is
compatible with various urban forms, at least in the Dublin
context. The formation of a ‘poly-centred conurbation’, the
emergence of edge cities and the strengthening of the
metropolitan core are occurring simultaneously. ‘As usual,
it’s all ad hoc: we're making this up as we go along’.9
Although it clearly retains relevance for Dublin, this
comment does not bemoan the lack of anticipation and
planning in public decision-making in Ireland, but relates to
the American experience of urban development.

9 J. Garreau, Edge City. Life on the New Frontier, New York: Anchor
Books Doubleday, 1992, p. xx.
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