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Introduction

This thesis explores the Protestant community in Sligo from the start ofthe First World War
in 1914 to the declaration of an Irish republic in 1949 and is a study of the local economic,
social, political and cultural aspects of Protestant life in Sligo during this period. The study
examines members of the Church of Ireland (Anglicans, Protestant Episcopalians), the
Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church, the Congregational Church, the Plymouth
Brethren and the members of other Protestant sects. This thesis will treat all Protestants in
Sligo as a single group, as Protestants shared similar religious beliefs, and by and large they
were unionist in politics. This study will not explore the fundamental religious differences
between the Catholic and Protestant faiths. However, at times reference will be made to
some ideological differences between the churches, which cast light on the different
Protestant and Catholic social views.

As Sligo Protestants cannot be studied completely out of context from Sligo Catholics,
nationalist organisations and Protestant and Catholic interaction will also form part of the
study. Confessional differences in almost all aspects of life in Sligo during the period from
1914 to 1949 will form an integral part of this thesis. The information presented in the
thesis is specific to Sligo. However, the evidence can hopefully fit in with existing studies
and future works.

The year 1914 has been chosen as the starting point for the study as it marks the end of
the campaign for Irish Home Rule and the start of the First World War, arguably a year
which could be considered to be a major turning point for Protestants in Ireland. Many
studies ofthe Protestant community in southern Ireland end with either the Truce that ended
the War of Independence in July 1921 or with the cessation of hostilities in May 1923
marking the end of the Irish Civil War. The year 1949 has been chosen for the termination
of this study as it was the year when an Irish republic was declared marking an end to the
Irish Free State’s constitutional connection with the rest ofthe United Kingdom.

The year 1949 has also been chosen as the date when this study ends as it was roughly a
generation after the end of the Irish Civil War, and allows for an investigation of the
fortunes of the Protestants in Sligo under the Irish Free State. Choosing the year 1949 as the
termination of the study also allows an examination of the reactions of a local Protestant
community to the changes that took place in the transition from British to Irish rule.

General works have been produced on Protestants in the 26 counties over the past few

decades. Michael Viney in his work The five per cent: a survey of Protestants in the



Republic (1965)1and F.S.L Lyons’s ‘The minority problem in the 26 Counties’ (1967)2have
carried out general assessments of Protestants in the Irish Free State and the Republic of
Ireland. Jack White’s Minority report (1975)3 is a study from a national perspective on
southern Irish Protestants. However, White’s work has been superseded by Kurt Bowen’s
Protestants in a Catholic state (1983).4 Neither study engages a great deal with Irish
Protestants provincially or locally. In his study Crisis and decline: thefate of the southern
unionists (1997), R.B. McDowell discusses the twilight years of unionism and impact of the
revolutionary years from 1919 to 1923 on the unionist and Protestant population in Ireland.5
He deals with unionism on a national level, and in his last chapter, ‘staying on’ he discusses
Protestants and ex-unionists in independent Ireland.6 However, he only briefly mentions
some provincial incidents.7

John Coakley’s chapter, ‘Religion, ethnic identity and the Protestant minority in the
Republic’, in William Crotty and David Schmitt (eds), Ireland and the politics of change
(1998) gives a brief general history of Protestants in Ireland.8 Coakley does focus on
Protestant political aspirations since 1922 but only mentions Protestant politics in Dublin,
Cork and the border counties of Donegal, Cavan and Monaghan.9 However, he makes some
interesting observations including acknowledging that there was no doubt that the southern
Irish Protestant community has changed since independence but this must be seen within the
context of changes within the Catholic majority population.10 Coakley also argues that the
boundary between Protestants and Catholics cannot be described as an ethnic one and
Protestants did not wish to see themselves as a separate national group from Catholics in
southern lreland.”

A more recent assessment is Kenneth Milne’s, ‘Protestant Churches in independent

Ireland’ in James P. Mackey & Enda McDonagh (eds.), Religion andpolitics in Ireland at

1Michael Viney, Thefive per cent (Dublin, 1965).

2F.S.L. Lyons, ‘The Minority problem in the 26 Counties’, in Francis MacManus (ed), Theyears ofthe great
test 1926-39 (Cork, 1967), pp 92-103.

3Jack White, Minority report (Dublin, 1975).

4 Kurt Bowen, Protestants in a Catholic state (Dublin, 1983).

5R.B. McDowell, Crisis and decline (Dublin, 1997).

6 Ibid., pp 163-96.

7 lbid.

8John Coakley, ‘Religion, ethnic identity and the Protestant minority in the Republic’, in William Crotty and
David Schmitt (eds), Ireland and the politics ofchange (London, 1998), pp 86-106.

9 Ibid., pp 96-9.

10 Ibid., p. 103.

1 Ibid., pp 103-4.



the turn ofthe millennium (2003).122 Milne’s study also neglects local developments in the
Protestant community after 1919. As does the chapter on the fate ofthe Protestant minority
in Terence Brown’s Ireland: A Social and Cultural History 1922-2002 (2004).13 Another
book published in 2004 is Toby Barnard’s .4 new anatomy oflreland: the Irish Protestants,
1649-1770.14 The book covers a period outside the parameters set for this study. However,
it has been a useful source in that it gives a greater understanding of what brought many
Protestants to Ireland and how they developed their own particular culture and society quite
separate from the native lIrish. Barnard deconstructs Protestant society and does not
represent Protestants as one monolithic block.

Robert Kennedy’s work The Irish: emigration, marriage andfertility (1973)15 Jeremiah
Sexton and Richard O’Leary, Analysis o fthefactors affecting population decline in minority
religious communities in the Republic of Ireland (1996)16 and Richard O’Leary’s article
‘Change in the rate and pattern of religious intermarriage in the Republic of Ireland’
(1999)17, are studies that avail of statistical data to come to some conclusions on the decline
in Protestant numbers in the Republic of Ireland. O’Leary makes plenty ofuse oftables and
graphs, which help the reader relate the data to his conclusions.18

David Fitzpatrick’s Politics and Irish Life, 1913-1921: provincial experience ofwar and
revolution (1977) is a very informative study on local conditions in Co. Clare, which also
sheds some light on the small Protestant and unionist community in Clare.l9 Liam
Kennedy’s first chapter in Colonialism, religion and nationalism in Ireland (1996), entitled
‘the long retreat: Protestants, economy and society, 1600-1926°, investigates Protestants in
Co. Longford over quite a long period. 20 Terence Dooley’s work, The plight ofMonaghan
Protestants, 1912-26 (2000) is a very thorough local study on Protestants covering a
traumatic period.2 Michael Farry’s two books, Sligo 1914-1921: a chronicle of conflict
(1994) and The aftermath of revolution: Sligo 1921-23 (2000) analyse the War of
12 Kenneth Milne, ‘The Protestant Churches in independent Ireland’ in James P. Mackey & Enda McDonagh
(eds), Religion andpolitics in Ireland at the turn o fthe millennium (Dublin, 2003), pp 64-83.

13 Terence Brown, Ireland (London, 2004).

14 Toby Barnard, A new anatomy oflreland (New Haven & London, 2004).

15 Robert E. Kennedy, The Irish (Berkeley, 1973).

16J.J. Sexton, and Richard O'Leary, ‘Factors affecting population decline in minority religious communities in
the Republic of Ireland’, in Forumfor Peace andReconciliation. Building Trustin Ireland (Belfast, 1996), pp
i?ngliﬁzrd O’Leary, ‘Change in the rate and pattern of religious intermarriage in the Republic of Ireland’ in
Economic and Social Review, xxx, no. 2 (1999), pp 119-32.

gg’al\(\j/.id Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life 1913—1921 (Dublin, 1977).

2 Liam Kennedy, Colonialism, religion and nationalism in Ireland (Belfast, 1996), pp 1-34.
21 Terence Dooley, The plight ofMonaghan Protestants, 1912-26 (Dublin, 2000).



Independence and the Civil War in Sligo.2 Farry has included plenty of primary research
material in Sligo 1914-1921. However, he has not footnoted any of the material in his book
and it is difficult to ascertain where he gathered his information. In Sligo 1914-1921 Farry
briefly mentions the Protestant unionist minority in Sligo. However, he makes no
assessment of the impact of events on Protestants or unionists in Sligo. A very positive
aspect of Sligo 1914-1921 is that Farry has presented a good deal of information on
nationalist organisations, nationalist politics and land issues before and during the First
World War and the War of Independence.

Farry’s second work on Sligo, The aftermath of revolution is a much more detailed and
well-referenced work that combines the political, military and social history of Sligo in the
period 1921-23. Farry effectively uses Sligo as his case study to examine the insurgency
and counterinsurgency of the Civil War. He covers some of the reasons why Sligo men
participated in the fighting and their sympathies. Farry primarily focuses on the military
aspects of the period from 1921 to 1923 and the strength of this study lies in his extensive
statistical analysis of various aspects of the conflict and in his examination of the
geographical distribution and socio-economic status of participants and the impact of
hostilities on civilian life. Even though his work is wide ranging, only briefly at the end of
his book does he mention Protestants in Sligo and their attitudes to the era of conflict in
Sligo and their efforts to integrate into the political and economic structure of the new Irish
Free State. Farry covers very little on how Protestants and Catholics engaged with each
other culturally, politically and economically. In examining the Protestant minority, Farry
claims that ‘in Sligo town the non-Catholic population decreased by 35.6 per cent while in
Galway city non-Catholics who represented only 2.7 per cent of the population dropped by
almost 52 per cent during the same period. This may have been owing to the impact of
violence during the troubled times but it is just as likely to be owing to lack of social
amenities and pressure from mixed marriages’.23 This is somewhat vague as to why the
Protestant population declined and it is apparent that more detailed study of the social
influences on Protestants in Sligo is required. This thesis will expand and develop Farry’s

initial research on Protestants in Sligo.

2 Michael Farry, Sligo 1914-1921 (Trim, 1994); Michael Farry, The aftermath o frevolution, Sligo 1921-23
(Dublin, 2000).
2 1bid., p. 178.



Peter Hart’s two works, The I.R.A. and its enemies (1998)2 and The I.R.A. atwar 1916-
1923 (2003)% give some accounts of Protestant experiences during the revolutionary
period. However, Hart’s research on Protestants is confined to Co. Cork, and these works,
much like many others, terminate in the 1920s. A much deeper analysis of Protestants
locally, in Sligo especially, after 1923 may be beneficial in understanding some broader
national issues. As yet there has been nothing on the scale of Miarianne Elliot’s The
Catholics of Ulster (2000),2% while the Church of Ireland in particular continues to engage
the attention of authors, these have been more interested in analysing aspects ofthe church’s
theological and institutional past.2

However, some interesting personal observations by some well-known Protestants in
modern Ireland have been included in Untold stories: Protestants in the Republic oflreland
(2002)28 which was edited by Lynne Adair and Colin Murphy and some recent interview
material with Protestants brought up in southern lIreland is also analysed by Stephen
Mennell, Mitchell Elliott, Paul Stokes, Aoife Rickard and Ellen O’Malley-Dunlop in
‘Protestants in a Catholic state: a silent minority in Ireland’, in Tom Inglis, Zdzishaw Mach
and Rafal Mazanek (eds), Religion and politics: east-west contrasts from contemporary
Europe (2000).2 The authors discuss southern Protestant identity as ‘outsiders’ and their
differences from the majority Catholic community.3 However, in addition to discovering
that the differences are less important in modern Ireland they also discovered the strong
identification of southern Protestants with the Irish state and their widening differences with
northern Protestants.3

Joseph Ruane & David Butler’s ‘Southern Irish Protestants: an example of de-
ethnicisation?’ (2007) is a recent paper suggesting that Protestants after independence did
not simply change from being a British ethnic minority to an Irish religious one.2 The
paper argues that Protestants in Ireland always had a strong Irish cultural and national
24 Peter Hart, The 1.LR.A. and its enemies (Oxford, 1998).

SPeter Hart, The I.LR.A. at war 1916-1923 (Oxford, 2003).

26 Marianne Elliot, The Catholics of Ulster (London, 2000).

27 R.B. MacCarthy, Ancient and modern (1995); Alan Acheson, A history o fthe Church oflreland, 1691-1996
(Dublin, 1997); Toby Bernard & W.G. Neely (eds), The clergy ofthe Church oflreland 1000-2000 (Dublin,
2006).

BLynne Adair & Colin Murphy (eds), Untold stories (Dublin, 2002).

29 Stephen Mennell, Mitchell Elliott, Paul Stokes, Aoife Rickard, and Ellen O’Malley-Dunlop, ‘Protestants in a
Catholic state: a silent minority in Ireland’, in Tom Inglis Zdzishaw Mach & Rafal Mazanek (eds), Religion
andpolitics (Dublin, 2000), pp 68-92.

2 Ibid., pp 79-85, 90-2.

3l Ibid., pp 85-6.

P Ruane, Joseph & Butler, David, ‘Southern Irish Protestants: an example of de-etbnicisation?’ in Nations and
Nationalism, xiii, no. 4 (Oct, 2007), p. 620.



identity, which was quite separate to their previous allegiance to the British crown and
empire.3 Importantly the conclusion of the paper indicates that Irish Protestant identity
comes from a distinct historical community.3 This suggests that a study of a local
Protestant community can illuminate the broader national dimension.

‘Protestants in a Catholic state: a silent minority in Ireland’ and Untold stories both
comment upon the damaging effects of the Ne temere policy, which in effect required the
offspring of a Catholic/Protestant marriage to be raised as Catholics. The two works
mention the influence of Catholicism on the controversies surrounding the appointment of a
Protestant librarian in Co. Mayo in 1931, the Mother and Child affair of 1951 and the
Fethard boycott of 1957.% However, both works praise the treatment of the Protestant
minority by the Irish state.3

The first of the three controversies occurred in 1931 when Miss Letitia Dunbar-Harrison,
a Protestant graduate of Trinity College Dublin, was nominated to the post of County
Librarian in Mayo.3 The library committee ofthe county council, which was dominated by
the Catholic clergy refused to accept her appointment, maintaining that she did not have a
sufficient knowledge of Irish, which was required for the post. Mayo County Council
supported the library committee. However, it became apparent that the library committee
did not wish to have a Protestant influencing reading material for the Catholic majority in
the county. In fairness to the Cumann na nGaedheal government, they went ahead and
installed her in the post. However, in the face of a successful boycott of library services in
Mayo, organised by the Catholic clergy, the government was forced to transfer Miss
Dunbar-Harrison to a post elsewhere.

The second controversy took place in 1951 when the Minister of Health at the time, Dr
Noel Browne, proposed legislation to introduce a scheme of free medical care for mothers
and their children.8 For a variety of reasons the Catholic hierarchy opposed the measure.

The Catholic hierarchy was against state interference in affairs they believed were the

3B Ibid., p. 621.
A lbid., pp 630-1
3 Stephen Mennell, Mitchell Elliott, Paul Stokes, Aoife Rickard, and Ellen O’Malley-Dunlop, ‘Protestants in a
Catholic state: a silent minority in Ireland’, in Tom Inglis Zdzishaw Mach & Rafal Mazanek (eds), Religion
andpolitics (Dublin, 2000), p. 81, p. 83; Lynne Adair & Colin Murphy (eds), Untold stories (Dublin, 2002),
pp 7-10.

Ibid.
37 Ibid., pp 8-9; Kurt Bowen, Protestants in a Catholic state (Dublin, 1983), p. 36; Jack White, Minority report
(Dublin, 1975), p. 100.
3BLynne Adair & Colin Murphy (eds), Untold stories (Dublin, 2002), pp 9-10; Kurt Bowen, Protestants in a
Catholic state (Dublin, 1983), p. 65; Jack "White, Minority report (Dublin, 1975), p. 111.



responsibility of the family. More importantly the Catholic Church feared that women
might be introduced to contraception or abortion in the course of maternal care by doctors.
Browne’s Mother and Child Scheme made no provision for contraception or abortion.
However, the Catholic hierarchy complained to the Taoiseach, John A. Costello, who
maintained that ‘I, as a Catholic, obey my Church authorities and will continue to do so’.®
This indicated to Protestants that the Catholic Church seemed to have a strong say in state
policy in the Republic of Ireland.

The third controversy surrounded an incident in Fethard-on-Sea, Co. Wexford, in 1957.40
In 1949 a Catholic farmer married a Protestant woman, and she had, under the Ne temere
policy, promised to raise their children Catholic. In early 1957 she seemed to have changed
her mind and moved to Belfast, only agreeing to return if her husband allowed the children
to be raised as Protestants.4 It was believed that local Protestants had assisted her, and in
retaliation, local Catholics initiated a boycott of Protestant businesses. The Catholic
hierarchy did not condemn the boycott. However, the Taoiseach of the time, Eamon de
Valera, protested against the boycott, which did not end until autumn 1957.

An observation of the past and current studies on Protestants in southern Ireland shows
that there exists an opportunity for research on local Protestant communities in the history
of Ireland after 1914 and during the period ofthe Free State. With the exception of Terence
Dooley’s work on Monaghan Protestants from 1912 to 1926 and some mention of the
Protestant and unionist community by David Fitzpatrick in Co. Clare, by Peter Hart in Co.
Cork, and by Michael Fairy in Co. Sligo, research on Protestants in the Irish Free State has
focused on the national perspective, and in particular the experiences of the Protestant
community in the Dublin area, neglecting to a degree the fate of the Protestant minority in
provincial towns, especially in Connacht and the West of Ireland.

Possibly as a result of the conflict in Northern Ireland from the late 1960s to the 1990s4

a sizeable amount of research has been conducted on the Protestant majority4 and the

P Kurt Bowen, Protestants in a Catholic state (Dublin, 1983), p. 65.

4 Lynne Adair & Colin Murphy, (eds), Untoldstories (Dublin, 2002), p. 10; Kurt Bowen, Protestants in a
Catholic state (Dublin, 1983), p. 72.

4 Lynne Adair & Colin Murphy, (eds), Untoldstories (Dublin, 2002), p. 10.

LP. Kingsley, Londonderry revisited (Belfast, 1989); Niall O Dochartaigh, From CivilRights to armalites
(Cork, 1997); Bob Purdie, Politics in the streets (Belfast, 1990); Peter Rose, How the Troubles came to
Northern Ireland (Basingstoke, 2000).

43 Michael Farrell, Northern Ireland (2nd ed., London, 1980); Sarah Nelson, Ulster's uncertain defenders
(Belfast, 1984); T. Brown, The whole Protestant community (Deny, 1985); Susan McKay, Northern
Protestants (Belfast, 2000); Andrew Finlay, Defeatism and Northern Protestant ‘Identity’ in The Global
Review ofEthnopolitics, i, no. 2 (Dec., 2001), pp 3-20.



Catholic minority4in Northern Ireland from 1920 to the present and a local based study of
southern Protestants could possibly shed more light on larger national perspectives and
place local issues within a national context. It has of course been noted that the Protestant
population in Ireland generally and in western counties specifically did decline sharply after
the foundation of the Irish State. However, in some pockets the native Protestant population
remained reasonably significant, and this can be proved true in the case of Sligo.

The Protestant community in Sligo and Ireland were a powerful and influential political,
cultural and economic minority up to 1919. However, historians have on the whole
neglected the contribution of this community in the period after the formation of the Irish
Free State from 1923 to 1949. This has occurred for many reasons; it is true that many
Protestants left the Irish Free State and went to Britain and Northern Ireland but many
influential and ordinary Protestants remained and worked hard to adapt to the changing
situation. Southern Protestants also wished to keep a low profile in a state where they felt
their traditions and culture were an embarrassment. Also it can be argued that the years
from 1923 to 1949 have been perceived as a less eventful period for historical enquiry into
local Protestant communities in Ireland. However, this has changed as can be seen from the
contributions of various historians on the Protestant minority in southern Ireland in recent
years.

About thirty to forty years ago, class and related economic issues along with national
narratives were some ofthe most important ideas for historical research. At the present time
Europe is experiencing the largest movement of population since the end of the Second
World War and people are moving in significant numbers from Eastern Europe and parts of
Africa to Western Europe. The ability of an established majority to co-exist with new and
culturally different minorities is a major question in today’s world, especially as culture can
be closely linked with specific religious traditions. In only the past few years Ireland has
become one of the most important destinations for culturally disparate minorities. This is
not a unique experience for lIrish people and lIreland has a long history of interaction
between a Catholic majority and a Protestant minority. With so many new minority groups
bringing a rich cultural diversity to this country and beginning to call Ireland home it may

be fitting to conduct work on and reassess the contribution of Sligo’s Protestant minority.

4 Fionnuala O’Connor, In search o fa state (Belfast, 1993); Maiy Harris, The Catholic Church and the
foundation ofthe northern Irish state (Cork, 1993); Eamon Phoenix, Northern nationalism (Belfast, 1994);
Oliver P. Rafferty, Catholicism in Ulster, 1603-1983 (London, 1994); JohnD., Brewer and Gareth I. Higgins,
Anti-Catholicism in Northern Ireland, 1600-1998 (London, 1998).



This may help to highlight the valuable contribution of all minorities to Irish social,
political, economic and cultural life.

The thesis is divided into eight chapters. The first chapter analyses the changes in the
Protestant population in Sligo town and county in the period from 1914 to 1949. Some
comparisons are made with the decline of the Protestant population of the 26 counties of
Ireland and with the other towns and counties in Connacht. The second chapter explores the
participation and experiences of Sligo Protestants during World War I. The extent to which
Sligo was a segmented society in 1914 and how inter-confessional relations were affected
by the outbreak of the war and subsequent developments will form an important part of this
chapter. The third chapter deals with the impact of the War of Independence on Protestants
in Sligo and the main local issues at the end of the First World War in Sligo. The fourth
chapter investigates how Protestants in Sligo responded to the Anglo-Irish Treaty and the
Civil War. The fifth chapter explores Protestant economic interests in Sligo, while the sixth
chapter assesses the involvement and influence of Sligo Protestants in local and national
politics. Chapter six also investigates how Sligo Protestants engaged with the different
political parties from the 1920s to the 1940s. The seventh chapter examines the Protestant
Churches and educational institutions in Sligo, and especially their importance to the
Protestant community in Sligo after the foundation ofthe Free State. Confessional relations
and the strategies adopted by the Protestant Churches to stem the decline in their numbers
will also form part of this chapter. Chapter eight assesses the importance of fraternities,
clubs and sporting organisations for the Protestant community in Sligo and the significance
of these organisations in facilitating inter-confessional relations, in particular after 1922.

The location for the study is the urban area of Sligo town and its immediate environment.
However, the town of Sligo itselfcannot be studied in isolation from the county of Sligo and
so, where necessary, reference has been made to other towns and rural areas in Co. Sligo.
Also in some cases national and regional evidence relating to both the Protestant and
Catholic communities of Sligo town has been used to illuminate local issues.

Sligo town was founded at the mouth of the Garavogue River by Maurice Fitzgerald in
1245 % The geographical position of Sligo made it an important strategic site as it was
situated on one of the main routes between the province of Connacht and the province of
Ulster. Sligo had always been an important bridging point between the two provinces and

building of castles and forts within the town made it an important centre for military activity

4 John C. McTeman, Olde Sligoe (Dublin, 1995), p. 15.



for hundreds of years after its foundation. The location of Sligo in northwest Connacht near
the Ulster border resulted in a mix of cultures and traditions within the town.

In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries Sligo became an important commercial and
marketing centre and served a large hinterland of north Connacht and southeast Ulster.46 As
a result of the military and commercial significance of Sligo the first Protestant settlers in
the town were Elizabethan soldiers and officials who had garrisoned the town during the
wars of the sixteenth century and remained on after the wars had been concluded.

During the seventeenth century a large number of Scottish Protestant settlers came to
Sligo.4 They probably came to Ireland with the intention of settling as part of the Ulster
Plantation of 1609. However, at the time large parts of Ulster were remote barren areas and
the remaining Gaelic Irish subjected settlers to attacks. Many Scottish settlers who had
arrived in parts of Donegal and Fermanagh would have found life there difficult and so were
attracted to Sligo, which was an established commercial centre with a large port. Sligo was
also a garrisoned town and offered protection for new settlers. In 1612 Sligo town was
granted borough status which allowed for the election of local and national officials, making
Sligo a key administrative centre in the northwest.48 Economically, Sligo prospered during
this period and strong trading ties were established with Ulster.

Before 1641 the population of Sligo town was estimated at 500, of which between 250
and 300 were British Protestants, many with Scottish surnames such as Crawford, Smith and
Cox.® Most towns in Ulster at that time had populations of less than 200, so it seemed that
Sligo was a more successfiilly planted town than many of the new towns of the Ulster
Plantation. After the Confederate Wars of the 1640s more British Protestant settlers came to
Sligo, especially settlers with Scottish surnames such as Gamble, Braxton, Johnston and
Delap and by 1680 estimates put the number of Protestant families in Sligo town at about
200 along with 100 to 150 Irish Catholic families, which made Protestants the majority
population.’0 As Toby Barnard has mentioned in his study, A new anatomy o flreland: the
Irish Protestants, 1649-1770, ‘the town of Sligo exerted a magnetic appeal to the

Protestants’ 3

46 Mary O’Dowd, ‘Sligo’ in Anngret Simms and J.H. Andrews (eds), Irish country towns (Dublin, 1994), p.
147.

47 1bid.

48 John C. McTeman, Olde Sligoe (Dublin, 1995), p. 36.

4L Mary O’Dowd, ‘Sligo’ in Anngret Simms and J.H. Andrews (eds), Irish country towns (Dublin, 1994), p.
149.

0 Ibid., p. 149.

5 Toby Barnard, A new anatomy o flreland (New Haven & London 2004), p. 2.
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Catholics and Protestants in Sligo took opposing sides in the wars at the end of the
seventeenth century. Catholics supported James Il while Protestants supported William .2
After the defeat of James, Catholic merchants in Sligo lost all power and influence and the
Protestant merchant class took over.53 Protestants in Sligo were notjust a different religious
group; they were also ethnically different, as they were English or Scottish as opposed to
Gaelic Irish. The religious difference took on fundamental significance, whereas the
difference in ethnic origins lived on through the religious differences and in many family
names. As time passed, as Toby Bernard has argued, confessional labels became
increasingly more important than ethnic ones.>

Sligo town became the most Protestant part of Connacht and in 1749 the population of
Sligo was 3,000, of which half were Protestant.% Links with Ulster remained strong, and
Sligo became an important centre for the production and sale of linen in the late 1700s. A
further link with Ulster is found in the fact that Methodism became established in Sligo
during the second half of the eighteenth century, and John Wesley visited Sligo on no less
than eleven separate occasions.% Sligo became one of the few places outside Ulster where
Methodism won many converts.

Sligo had always been a significant military site and was an important ‘garrison town’ in
the northwest. In the mid-eighteenth century there were four military barracks in Sligo, the
Strand Barrack in Barrack Street, the Middle Barrack in Holbom Street, the Horse Barrack
in Bridge Street and the Old Stone Fort Barrack in Quay Street57 During the nineteenth
century, the Sligo Militia, the Sligo Rifles and the Sligo Artillery had been based in the
Strand Barrack at various times.®8 The Strand Barrack was capable of accommodating seven
officers and ninety non-commissioned officers and privates.® There was also a hospital
with facilities for fifteen patients. By 1914 the Strand Barrack was the only military base in

Sligo town.®

5 Maiy O’Dowd, ‘Sligo’ in Anngret Simms and J.H. Andrews (eds), Irish country towns (Dublin, 1994), p.
150.

53 Ibid.

S Toby Barnard, ‘Protestantism, ethnicity and Irish identities’, in Tony Claydon and lan McBride (eds),
Protestantism and National Identity (Cambridge, 1998), p. 207.

% Maiy O’Dowd, ‘Sligo’ in Anngret Simms and J.H. Andrews (eds), Irish country towns (Dublin, 1994), p.
150.

5% John C. McTeman, Olde Sligoe (Dublin, 1995), p. 144.

57 John C. McTeman, In Sligo long ago (Dublin, 1998), p. 18.

58 1bid., p. 20.

3 Ibid.



In the first half of the nineteenth century there was a spate of Protestant church building
in Sligo town. The Cathedral of St John the Baptist on John Street had already been
completed in 1730 and was designed by the famous German architect Richard Castle, who
also designed Hazelwood House, the Wynne family home in Sligo, Westport House in
Mayo, Powerscourt House in Wicklow, and Leinster House in Dublin.a The original design
of St John’s Cathedral was influenced by the old basilica pattern of the early Roman
architecture. However, many of these original features of the church were lost during
extensive renovations carried out in 1812 and in 1883, when gothic features replaced much
of Castle’s work.e2

Calry Parish Church (Church of Ireland) was built in 1824 and was constructed in a plain
gothic style with a tower and a tall spire.63 The stones used in the construction of the church
were quarried on the spot, which explained the somewhat low cost of £5,246 15s for the
building works. In addition to the construction of the church itself the local building
contractor, John Lynn, built a glebe house and a number of vaults beneath the church.64 The
Presbyterian Church was built in 1828 and gave its name to Church Street, on which the
church is located. The church is a very simple limestone building with a attached school
house which was built in 1883.6%

The earliest Methodist meetinghouse in Sligo was opened in Bridge Street in 1775 and it
was described as ‘a small tumble-down building with a thatched roof.6 In 1802, a new
church was opened in Linenhall Street, and in 1832 this was replaced, at a cost of £800, by a
plain limestone building in Wine Street, which is still in existence today.e The first
Congregational church in Sligo was a small Union Chapel, which was built in Waste Garden

Lane in 1791.8 However, this proved to be inadequate and in 1849 a site on Stephen Street

6L National inventory o farchitectural heritage: an introduction to the architectural heritage ofcounty Sligo
(Dublin, 2007), p. 20.

& Ibid.

8 John C. McTeman, In Sligo long ago (Dublin, 1998), p. 163; National inventory o farchitectural heritage:
an introduction to the architectural heritage o fcounty Sligo (Dublin, 2007), pp 92-4.

&4 Ibid.

& Ibid., pp 100-1; Sligo Independent [&/.], 1 Dec. 1928.

8 John C. McTeman, Olde Sligoe (Dublin, 1995), p. 114.

67 National inventory ofarchitectural heritage: an introduction to the architectural heritage o fcounty Sligo
(Dublin, 2007), pp 100-1; S.1., 23 Apr. 1932.

88 Sligo Champion [,S.C], 15 Aug. 1851.



was chosen for a new larger Congregational church.® The church, a limestone building with
an adjoining manse and a school, was opened for service in August 1851.70

Sligo was created a municipal and parliamentary borough in 1612, although the deed of
incorporation did not come into effect until the Charter of 20 March 1613.77 Under the
charter Sligo was incorporated under the name of the ‘Provost and free Burgesses of the
Borough of Sligo’.72 The corporate body consisted of a Provost and twelve free burgesses.73
Under the Sligo Improvement Act of 1800 and the Sligo Town Government Act of 18037%
commissioners were appointed, consisting of the representatives of the county and borough,
the Provost and burgesses, and twenty-four others, resident in the town or within five miles
of it and elected by the holders of houses of the yearly value of £20.7 Their responsibilities
were to maintain roads and pavements, lighting, repairs, regulate markets and imporve the
port and harbour; and the boundary of the town was set as one mile from the Market Cross
in every direction.® Until the Act of Union in 1801 the Provost and burgesses of Sligo had
the privilage of returning two members to the Irish Parliament, after which they returned
only one member to the Westminster Parliament.77

On 10 August 1840 the Municipal Corporations Act (lreland), was passed by the
parliament of the United Kingdom.® The ten reformed corporations, which were named in
schedule A to the Act, were to be styled as Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses, with the
exception of Dublin where the title Right Honourable Lord Mayor was retained. The ten
towns were Belfast, Clonmel, Cork, Drogheda, Dublin, Kilkenny, Limerick, Londonderry,
Waterford and Sligo. Under section 13 of the Act the remaining fifty-eight borough
corporations were dissolved on 25 October 1840 and the extinguished boroughs were listed
in schedules B and | of the Act. The Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act 1854 allowed
electors of populous places to choose to establish town commissioners.® This enabled
many newer communities that had never had municipal status to gain local government
®National inventory o farchitectural heritage: an introduction to the architectural heritage o fcounty Sligo
(Dublin, 2007), p. 100.
70S.C., 15 Aug. 1851.
71 County Sligo Heritage and Genealogical Society, County Sligo in 1837, a topographical dictionary, extracts
from ‘A topographical dictionary oflrelancT by Samuel Lewis. (Carrick-on-Shannon, 2003), p. 22.
72 Ibid.
73 Ibid.
TAAn actfor paving, cleansing, lighting and improving the streets, quays, lanes andpassages in the town of
Sligo in the county o fSligo (43 Geo IlI, c. Ix (11 June 1803)).
7 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
77 Ibid.

MAn actfor the regulation o fmunicipal corporations in Ireland (3 &4 Viet., C. 108 (10 August 1840)).
79 Mark Callanan & Justin F. Keogan (cds), Local governmentin Ireland inside out (Dublin, 2003), pp 20-1.
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bodies. Sligo Corporation along with the other corporation towns mentioned in the
Municipal Corporations Act (Ireland) of 1840 continued to operate under this act.&

Under the terms of the Municipal Corporations Act (Ireland) 1840, Sligo borough was
divided into three Wards for the purposes of election and each Ward was represented by two
aldermen and six councillors, a total of twenty-four members.8 Expenditure increased
significantly under this act and revenue was never sufficient to meet the shortfall. In 1865
the corporation owed over £1,200.82 Following the passing of the Sligo Borough
Improvement Act by parliament on 26 July 1869, the corporation took over all the affairs of
the town, including the maintenance of roads, bridges and other concerns which had been
the responsibility of the Grand Jury.&3

The act declared that the corporation was to pay annually the Grand Jury a sum
equivalent to approximately one-twelfth of the county-at-large-expenses.8¢ The exact
amount would be calculated proportionately according to the respective valuations of the
borough and the county. The corporation acquired the power to strike and levy a borough
rate not exceeding 4s 6d in the £, the right to hold markets and fairs and levy tolls and
charges within the borough.& The Harbour Commissioners were established under this act
to manage the affairs of Sligo port and harbour.8& The act also provided for the extension of
the borough and electoral wards. The sum of4s 6d in the £ was never sufficient to meet the
expenses of providing municipal services and annual deficits continued to mount. The
matter came to head in the municipal financial crisis of 1917 and the Local Government
Board was forced to conduct an inquiry.& A special bill was passed through parliament
which removed the rate limit in the £ and also provided for the use of proportional
representation in the municipal elections of January 1919 and made Sligo borough the first

place in the United Kingdom to use the proportional representation voting system.&

& Ibid.

8LAn actfor the regulation o fmunicipal corporations in Ireland (3 & 4 Viet., ¢. 108 (10 August 1840)).
&Returns o flocal taxation in Irelandforyear 1865; collected and compiled by direction o fhis excellency the
Lord Lieutenant oflreland, 1867-8, [C4081], H.C. 1868, lviii, 14; Report and evidence with appendices, local
government and taxation o ftowns inquiry commissionfor lreland,partiii, 1877, [C 1787], H.C. 1877, xI,
37.

&An actto make better provisionfor the local management o fthe borough o fSligo... (Sligo Borough
ImprovementAct) (32 & 33 Viet, c.cxlvii (26 July 1869)).

& Ibid.

& Ibid.

& Thid.

8/S.1, 1Sept. 1917.

8An act to amend theprovisionsfor the local management o fthe borough ofSligo 1918 (Sligo Corporation
Act) (8 & 9 Geo. V, c.xxiii (30 July 1918)).
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In August 1870, the Borough of Sligo, once described as ‘the most rotten borough in the
kingdom’,® was disenfranchised and lost its parliamentary seat when the Sligo and Cashel
Disfranchisement Act was passed by parliament.® In the period from 1800 to 1868 Sligo
returned three members of parliament to Westminster, one for the borough and two for the
county.9 However, as a result of bribery, corruption, violence and religious tension,
especially following the election of November 1868, a report by a Royal Commission of
Inquiry in October 1869 found ‘that at the last three elections of members to serve in
parliament for the Borough of Sligo, corrupt practices have extensively prevailed’.@

During the first half of the nineteenth century economic prosperity declined in Sligo.
However, during the second half of the nineteenth century, after the Famine, prosperity
returned to the town. Sligo’s transportation links improved, especially with the rail
connection between Sligo and Dublin in 1862, Sligo to Enniskillen and Belfast in 1882, and
Sligo to Limerick and Galway in 1895.8 The rail network was an important infrastructural
improvement for Sligo in aiding the transportation of raw materials and the movement of
industrial and agricultural produce. However, Sligo port was always a vital ingredient of
economic prosperity in the town and its significance increased in the latter half of the
nineteenth century when Protestant owned shipping companies linked Sligo to ports such as
Liverpool, Glasgow and Derry, and imported and exported goods to ports in the U.S.A.,
Russia, Scandinavia and the Baltic states.% Sligo port served a large hinterland in the
northwest and a greater proportion of the exports from Sligo consisted of agricultural
produce and livestock.

The increasing wealth of the merchant community in Sligo led to the construction of
numerous civic and financial buildings, such as the town hall, the courthouse and bank
branches in the 1860s and 1870s. Protestant merchant families began to be threatened by
the growth of a new Catholic middle class. Growing Catholic prosperity and confidence in

Sligo is shown by the number of Catholic buildings that were erected in Sligo in the second

8 The Sligo Borough Improvement Bill: evidence of witnesses before House of Commons Select Committee,
1869 (S.C.L., Local Acts/Bills, ACT 30); Copy o fminutes o fthe evidence taken at the trial o fthe Sligo
Borough Election petition, 1868-9, [C 85], H.C. 1869, il, 1-156.

AN actto disenfranchise the boroughs o fSligo and Cashel (33 & 34 Viet c. 38 (1 Aug. 1870)).

9 The Sligo Borough Improvement Bill: evidence of witnesses before House of Commons Select Committee,
1869 (S.C.L., Local Acts/Bills, ACT 30).

@ Report of the Commissioners into the existence of corrupt practices at Sligo Borough Election, 1870 (S.C.L.,
Elections, ELE 010).

B John C McTeman, In Sligo long ago (Dublin, 1998), pp 158-61. Sligo Champion sesquicentenary
supplement, 1836-1986 (Sligo, 1986), p. 30.

A John C McTeman, Memory harbour (Sligo, 2002), pp 38-42.
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half of the nineteenth century. In 1846 the Dominican Friary and the Mercy Convent were
built; the Ursuline Convent in 1850; Sligo Catholic Cathedral was finished in 1874; a
Catholic Seminary College was founded in 1880; Summerhill College secondary school was
completed in 1892 and the Marist Brothers came to Sligo in 1898.% Street names in Sligo
were also changed to honour nationalist heroes such as Daniel O’Connell, Henry Grattan
and Bartholomew Teeling.

The rising power and influence of the Catholic middle class along with the Home Rule
movement’s demands for self-government encouraged Protestants in Sligo town and county
to become more involved in supporting the Union between Britain and Ireland especially
during the times of the First and Second Home Rule Bills in 1886 and 1893, when the Irish
Loyal and Patriotic Union (1.L.P.U.) set up branches in Sligo to oppose the bills. The Local
Government Act of 1898 had ended the power of the largely Protestant and unionist landed
gentry and local government was now overwhelmingly in the hands of Catholic
nationalists.% The electorate consisted of all those qualified to vote in the parliamentary
elections, as well as similarly qualified women, who were not allowed to vote in the
Westminster elections. Local government in Sligo consisted of Sligo Borough Corporation,
Sligo County Council, the Rural District Councils and the Boards of Poor Law Guardians.
The two most influential local bodies were Sligo Borough Corporation and Sligo County
Council. Sligo Borough Corporation consisted of twenty-four councillors who were elected
from the three wards, North, East and West, in the town. In January of each year a third of
the corporation councillors had to offer themselves for re-election, this was done on an
annual rotation basis, and the mayor was elected by a majority of the councillors at the end
of January every year.

In the 1911 census, the last census before the outbreak of the First World War, statistics
from Co. Sligo indicate that eighty-five per cent of people lived in rural districts, seventy
per cent of employed people were involved in agriculture, fifty per cent of agricultural
holdings in Sligo were fifteen acres or less, while 3.5 per cent were over 100 acres, which
was close to the Connacht average.7 Most of the arable land in Sligo was located along the
rivers, Ballysadare/Unshin, Drumcliff, Garavogue, Owenmore, Owenbeg, and part of the
Moy and along the coastal plains. In 1911 some of the main urban centres in the county
% Mary O’Dowd, ‘Sligo” in Anngret Simms and J.H. Andrews (eds), Irish country towns (Dublin, 1994), p.
&?Az\n actfor amending the law relating to local government in Ireland andfor otherpurposes connected

therewith (61 and 62 Viet., c. 37 (12 August 1898)).
97 Census oflrelandfor theyear 1911, Province o fConnaught, County Sligo, p. 32; p. 211; pp 57-8; p. 63.
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outside of Sligo town with their populations were; Tubbercurry, 2,698; Ballymote; 1,972,
Collooney, 1,267; and Riverstown, 881.8

In 1911 the population of Connacht was 610,984, while the total area o f the province was
4,228,210 acres '™ Thirty-one percent of the population of Connacht resided in Co. Mayo,
followed closely by Co. Galway with thirty percent ofthe population; Co. Roscommon had
fifteen percent of the population, while thirteen percent of the population of Connacht lived
in Co. Sligo and ten percent resided in Co. Leitrim.1® The largest county in Connacht in
terms of area was Galway with thirty-five percent of the area of the province, the second
largest county was Co. Mayo with thirty-two percent of the area of Connacht. The third
largest county was Roscommon with fourteen percent of the area ofthe province. Co. Sligo
was the fourth largest county in Connacht with ten percent ofthe land area, followed closely
by Co. Leitrim with nine percent ofthe land area of the province.

A significant area of Co. Sligo was mountainous and covered by forest, bogs, marsh and
lakes and was unsuitable for agriculture. The total area of the county was 452,356 acres, of
which 440,541 acres consisted of land.1a Water including lakes and rivers made up 11,815
acres of the county.l® A total 354,478, or seventy-eight per cent was used for crops and
grass.1B This was the second highest percentage of the five Connacht counties; in Leitrim it
was also seventy-eight percent, in Roscommon crops and grass took up seventy-nine percent
of the land. Sixty-five percent of the land in Co. Galway was used for grass and crops;
while only just over halfthe land in Mayo was used for grass and crops.104

The marriage rate in Co. Sligo for the ten years ending 1911 was significantly lower than
the national rate, while the emigration rate was higher than the national average.i® Between
1901 and 1911 Co. Sligo had the fifth largest drop in population in Ireland, at 6.2 per cent.
However, the population of Sligo town increased by 2.7 per cent in that period.1®

The total population of Sligo town in 1911 was 11,163 of which 1,750, or over fifteen

percent were members of Protestant Churches.1o7 This made Sligo town the second largest

R Ibid., pp 78-89.

N lbid., p. L

100 Ibid.

11 1bid., p. L

1@ Ibid.

1B IbidAgricultural statistics o flreland, 1911, General abstracts showing the acreage under crops and the
number and description o flivestock in each county andprovince, 1910-11, [Cd5886], H.C. 1911,c, 14-15.
104 Ibid.; Census o flrelandfor theyear 1911, Province o fConnaught, p. 1

16 Census o flrelandfor theyear 1911, Province ofConnaught, County Sligo, p. 32; p. 42; p. 97.

106 1bid., p. 211; p. 78; p. 224.

107 1bid, p. 32.
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urban area in Connacht after Galway city, which had a total population of 13,255 and a
much smaller Protestant population of 802.18 Sligo town had the largest Protestant
population of any other urban centre in Connacht which provides an important reason why
Sligo was chosen as the setting for this study.

Most Protestants in Sligo town, over ten per cent of the total population, belonged to the
Church of Ireland, three per cent were Presbyterians, over one per cent were Methodist and
1.5 per cent belonged to the various other smaller Protestant denominations.1® The total
population of Co. Sligo at the time was over 84,000 and Protestants numbered about 8,000,
or approximately ten percent of the total.1l0 The Church of Ireland community was the
largest Protestant denomination in Co. Sligo at the time and accounted for almost seven per
cent of the total population of the county.

Sligo Protestants were a dynamic and vibrant community and were politically and
economically very active in the period before 1914. This thesis will argue that Sligo
Protestants remained active in the period after 1914, and continued to be strongly involved
in the political, economic and social life of Sligo during the period of the Free State, from
the early 1920s to the late 1940s. This not only helped them to maintain their separate
identity but also gave Protestants a sense of belongingness to the wider Sligo community.

This study applies the standard methodology of social history, identifying a broad range
of sources and investigating them. By making use ofa number of sources, a wider and more
in-depth analysis can be obtained. Newspapers, especially the Sligo Independent and the
Sligo Champion, have proven to be some of the most valuable sources of information
throughout the study. The Sligo Champion, which was founded in 1836 and continues to be
published, generally voiced the opinions of the Catholic and nationalist majority in Sligo.
The Sligo Independent, published from 1855 to 1962, was a Protestant owned paper, which
expressed pro-unionist views until 1921. The Sligo Independent is a very important source
of information on the Protestant community as it largely represented Protestant opinion in
Sligo. Another Protestant owned and operated newspaper was the Sligo Times. However,
the newspaper was only published from 1908 to 1914. The Sligo Nationalist, published
from 1902 to 1920, and the Connachtman, published from 1920 to 1925, were two Sligo
based newspapers that were supportive of Sinn Fein. Robert G. Bradshaw, a Tipperary bom

Protestant member of the Irish Republican Army (I.R.A.) and Sinn Fein, edited both
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newspapers. All the Sligo newspapers covered both town and county and provide on the
whole an accurate barometer of social activity, covering all spectrums of political opinion.
Newspapers were also vital for gauging the number of nationalists and unionists in the
various political and semi-political organisations in Sligo.

The Sligo Independent and the Sligo Champion newspapers were indispensable as they
detailed the annual Sligo Port Authority reports and the reported on the A.G.M.s of various
companies with their headquarters in Sligo. Both newspapers included information on some
of the smaller businesses in Sligo town in the form of detailed advertisements and articles
on some businesses celebrating anniversaries. Newspapers also provided reports on
individuals including marriage reports, letters and obituaries.

Local newspapers also provided information on the various sporting and fraternal clubs
such as club meetings, annual reports, listed membership and activities. Protestant church
functions and joint church celebrations between the various Protestant faiths were also
recorded in the newspapers along with information relating to Protestant schools and
education in Sligo. Newspaper reports also gave an indication of the interaction between
Protestants and Catholics in Sligo. Newspapers can also provide a more in-depth coverage
than minute books as they give opinions, debates and discussions, which are usually absent
from minute books. However, some clubs or sports associations didn’t send reports to the
newspapers, as they may have not have been very popular or well attended.

Royal Irish Constabulary (R.1.C.) Monthly Reports for Co. Sligo, which are can be found
in the National Archives, London and are also on microfilm in the National Library of
Ireland (N.L.1.) and in the John Paul Il Library, N.U.l. Maynooth, have proven extremely
beneficial in studying agrarian and political agitation in Co. Sligo and in assessing how the
War of Independence impacted on Protestants in Sligo. R.1.C. records have also been useful
in charting the rise of various political and national movements in Sligo, especially Sinn
Fein and the Irish and National Volunteers, as the R.I.C. recorded numbers involved in
some of the various political groups, the number of meetings held by a particular
organisation in the course of a month and the attitudes of the general population towards
political groups and leaders.

The Maurice Moore Papers in the N.L.I. has allowed for a study of how unionists
became involved in the pro-Home Rule Irish Volunteers in Sligo and the split that
developed in the volunteer movement at the beginning of the First World War. During the

First World War John MacKay Wilson, a leading unionist, made two separate visits to
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Sligo  Wilson was travelling around lIreland sounding out the opinions of unionists on
various issues. Wilson’s notes concerning his trips around Ireland are located in the Public
Record Office of Northern Ireland (P.R.O.N.1.), Belfast. During his visits to Sligo he spoke
to different Protestant unionists and asked them for their views on the First World War, Irish
Home Rule, the Irish unionist organisations, the Sinn Fein movement and their attitudes
towards the British government. Wilson’s notes provide an invaluable insight into the
minds of Protestants and unionists in Sligo at the time. Information on the Irish Unionist
Alliance (1.U.A)) in the P.R.O.N.I. was also important for providing a glimpse into unionism
in Sligo.

The papers of Charles O’Hara (1860-1947), who was appointed His Majesty’s
Lieutenant (H.M.L.) for Co. Sligo in 1902, in the N.L.l. provide a wealth of information and
correspondence relating to his involvement in almost every aspect of life in Co. Sligo.
Charles O’Hara was a prominent local unionist leader and his letter books contain detailed
information relating to his membership ofthe I.U.A., and how he dealt with divisions within
unionism and his reaction to political changes in the country in the period from 1914 to
1923. O’Hara’s letter books also contain letters to members of Sinn Fein and the I.R.A. and
show how he coped with the disruption caused by the War of Independence and the Civil
War. Military reports from the Irish Military Archives (I.M.A.) and University College
Dublin Archive Department (U.C.D. A.D.) and the Collins papers in the N.L.I., were useful
for investigating some of the military commands issued to I.R.A. units in Sligo during the
period ofthe War of Independence and the Civil War.

Department of Justice files and Department of Finance files in the National Archives of
Ireland (N.A.l.) relating to compensation claims made by Protestants have proven to be an
important source in assessing the impact of the War of Independence and the Civil War on
Protestants and their property. Criminal Injury Claims Books in Sligo County Library
(S.C.L.) and documents from the Irish Grants Committee (1.G.C.) in The National Archives
(T.N.A.) in London are also helpful in analysing the claims for damages made by unionists,
Protestants and Catholic loyalists in Sligo during the War of Independence and the Civil
War, and in gauging the impact of agrarian agitation on Protestant and unionist landowners
in Sligo in the period from 1914 to 1923. The I.G.C. was originally set up by the British
government in May 1922 to assess claims from loyalists and award damages for injuries,

which had occurred between the Truce on 11 July 1921 and the end of the Civil War on 12
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May 1923.111 The I.G.C. records were generated in the period from 1922 to 1930. The
I.C.G. records are also important sources which indicate that during the War of
Independence the Protestant community in Sligo were not forthcoming with information for
the R.1.C. concerning I.R.A. activity in Sligo.

An important part of the methodology has included an examination of the 1911, 1926,
1936 and 1946 published censuses material and a comprehensive analysis of the manuscript
household census returns in 1911 for Sligo. The 1911 manuscript household census returns
provide a detailed and largely untapped amount of information on the socio-economic
background of the Protestant community in Sligo. The Vestry Minute Books for St John’s
parish located in the Representative Church Body Library (R.C.B.L.), Dublin, have also
helped to gauge Protestant numbers in Sligo town and provide an accurate picture of the
decline in Protestant numbers.

Records listing the owners of land in Co. Sligo, information on property and land
holdings, and estate papers pertaining to Protestant landowners, which can be found in
S.C.L.,, P.R.O.N.l. and the N.L.I. were vital primary sources in assessing Protestant
economic interests in Sligo. Information relating to co-operatives in Co. Sligo and the
records of the Sligo and Connacht Manufacturing Societies, which are located in S.C.L.
were also very useful. In order to assess Protestant businesses in Sligo town, the various
trade directories in the period from 1912 to 1948, were also very beneficial.

Records of clubs and sporting associations, such as Sligo Tennis Club, the Co. Sligo Golf
Club and Sligo Constitutional Club in S.C.L., along with records on the Sligo Masonic
Lodge, located in the Grand Lodge of Freemasons Archive in Dublin and some information
from the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland in Belfast has allowed for an investigation of
Protestant social and cultural organisations in Sligo. Club records were also helpful in
discovering if Protestants and Catholics were socialising in separate clubs or if they were

joining the same organisations.

111 Niamh Brennan, ‘A political minefield: southern loyalists, the Irish Grants Committee and the British
Government, 1922-31"in I.H.S., xxx, no. 119 (May 1997), pp 406-20
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Chapter One: The Protestant population of Sligo

This chapter begins by comparing the decline of the Protestant population in Ireland with
the reduction in Protestant numbers in Sligo in the period from 1911 to 1946 and analyses
the decline in Protestant numbers in Sligo town and a number of other towns and counties in
Connacht. This will also help put the decline in Protestant numbers in Sligo in context with
the decline in their numbers nationally and regionally. An examination of the manuscript
household census returns for Co. Sligo in 1911 and the general published census material
from 1911 to 1946 will help reveal the changes in the Protestant population in Sligo town
and county over time, especially after the disruption caused by the War of Independence and
the Civil War.

In order to understand the nature of Protestant emigration from Sligo this chapter will
explore the different Protestant age groups in Co. Sligo, and discover the number of younger
Protestants in Sligo who may have been more inclined to emigrate just after or during the
revolutionary period. An important part of this chapter will include an analysis of the
fertility rates of Protestant and Catholic women in order to investigate in more detail the
reduction of Protestant numbers. | also hope to discover if there were many marriages
between Protestants and Catholics in Sligo town based on information drawn from the
manuscript returns for Co. Sligo in 1911. The 1911 manuscript returns for Co. Sligo will
also prove to be important in trying to gauge the potential for Protestant emigration that
existed in 1911 and may also give an idea of those more inclined to emigrate in the period
from 1919 to 1923.

As much of the evidence in this chapter is based on the statistical data recorded in both
the manuscript census returns and in the published census records from 1911 the chapter
begins by taking a closer look at how the census was recorded, collated and categorised at
the time.

The first successfully completed census of Ireland took place in 1821 and for every ten
years after that date until 1911, and subsequently in 1926, 1936 and 1946, and every five
years after that year.1 Both the 1901 and 1911 census household schedules are available for
research and can be viewed in the N.A.l. in Bishop Street, Dublin.2 Local census material
relating to individual counties can also be accessed at county libraries and the manuscript

returns are available for consultation on microfilm in S.C.L.

1irish Times, Irish Ancestors, Census Records (http://www.ireland.com/ancestor/browse/records/ccnsus/) (10
Dec. 2006).
2 Ibid.
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Census gathering resulted in the production of different types of documents. Firstly, an
enumerator, usually a policeman, would deliver Form A, which was called the ‘Family
Return’ to each household. The form asked the head of the household to record all the
members of this family and their visitors, boarders, servants, who slept or abode in the
house on the night of Sunday, 2 April 1911. The details required included the Christian
names, surnames, relation to head of family, religious profession, education (read and
write/read  only/cannot  read), age, sex, occupation and marital  status
(married/widower/widow/single). In the case of married women further questions were
asked relating to the number of years the present marriage lasted, the children bom alive to
present marriage and the total children bom and the children still living. There was a
section asking people to give their place of birth and people were also asked if they could
speak Irish and/or English. Lastly information was requested concerning the physical and
mental condition of an individual. Other forms employed in the census included Form B,
which requested information on each house and building in a particular street or townland
and Form B2 noted out-houses and farm-steadings. Form M1 was used if a house was on
the property of a landowner and Form N was the enumerator’s general summary for a
townland or street, and it showed the number of dwelling-houses, families and persons in a
townland or street, and also the religious profession ofthe people. Form H was a return of
the military, Royal Irish Constabulary and Metropolitan Police in barracks; and Form E was
a return of inmates in a workhouse. The enumerator would then collect the census material
and shortly after the information was gathered, reports were published presenting the
collated information from the manuscript records.3 The information in the published reports
was divided into territorial units and into various themes.4

Similar information was gathered for the 18 April 1926 census which included name and
surname, relationship to head of household, age, sex, marriage details, children, birthplace,
Irish language, religion and occupation. People were also asked for the name of their
employer and the type of business. If a person was employed on a farm they also had to
state the area of farm in statute acres. Apart from small changes, similar questions were
asked for the 1936 and 1946 censuses on 26 April 1936 and 12 May 1946. The information

was included in Form A. Form B related to house and building returns. Information was

3Margaret E. Crawford, Counting the people (Dublin, 2003), p. 44.
4 1bid.

23



gathered by county or county borough, district electoral division (D.E.D.), ward, townland,
urban and district, town, village.

The results ofthe 1926 census were then published in nine subject volumes. The subject
volumes of the report were: population, occupations, religions and birth-places, housing,
ages and conjugal condition, industry, industrial status, Irish language and dependency. The
final volume (X) was a summary of the leading facts and cross-analysis. For the 1901 and
1911 censuses, publication was made by geographical areas (counties and county boroughs).

The most important volume for this chapter and research on Protestants in Sligo was the
third volume ofthe 1926 census, Religions and Birth-places. In the 1926 census population
and religion was cross- classified by age groups, by occupations and in the case of farmers
by the size of their farms. This was done by area down to D ED. level. For birthplaces we
find the numbers who were bom in the different foreign countries and also those bom in the
towns and counties in the Irish Free State in which they were residing. The birthplace
figures are cross classified by age-groups, and by occupations. In volume three occupations
were classified by religions and birthplaces (but not for towns and counties) only for the
whole country.

The publication of the results of the 1936 and 1946 censuses was again by subject
volumes and not by county and county borough volumes, as was the practice before the
1926 census. For the 1946 census publication religion and occupations for the whole
country was put in volume two along with all the other information on occupations.
Religious persuasion and farm acreage for individuals in Co. Sligo was not cross-classified
for the 1946 census. In the published volumes for the 1926-46 censuses, religious
persuasion and occupation for Sligo town was not cross-classified.

The published census tables from 1911 to 1946 do not break down religious persuasion
and occupation for each county or town. For the 1911 census it was possible to find out the
numbers of Protestants in each occupation by recording individual Protestants and their
occupations in the manuscript census returns for Sligo town in 1911 and subtracting from
the various occupational categories in the table in the published returns for the Sligo urban
area in 1911. However, this was not possible for the 1926 to 1946 censuses as the
manuscript returns are not available yet for these years.

The tables in volume three of the 1926 census are: table one showing the number of
people in the state and religion; table two shows the number of males and females for each

religion (Catholic, Protestant Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Methodist, Jew Baptist and
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others); table three displays the number for each religion in each province; table four gives
the number of males and of females of each religion in each province in Saorstat Eireann.
Tables five, six and seven show the number of people for each religion in towns of more
than 1,500. Tables eight, nine and ten show the numbers in each county by religion and
population. Tables eleven and twelve show the number of people by urban and rural district
electoral division by religion in towns of over 1,500. Table thirteen, fourteen, fifteen and
sixteen show age groups classified by religion for the whole country and for each of the 26
counties and for larger towns. Table seventeen displays the number of males and females in
each occupation by religion for Ireland. Table eighteen to twenty-two shows farmers, size
of farm, farm relations and labourers by religion in each province, county and in the 26
counties as a whole.

For the 1911 census, results of the enumeration were published by counties, poor law
unions, D.E.D. and townlands.5 The practice of issuing census publications in the form of
county books was first adopted in 1871 and continued up to and including 1911. Including
the four provinces and thirty-two counties, Ireland was broken down into different territorial
divisions, most of which were used as spatial units in the census. The townland was the
smallest territorial unit, which constituted about a thirtieth of a barony.6 Co. Sligo was
divided into the six baronies of Carbury, Coolavin, Corran, Leyny (Leney), Tireragh

(Tyreragh), Tirerrill (Tiraghrill).

Map of baronies in Co. Sligo.

Source: based on Sligo baronies map in John C. McTeman, Olde Sligoe (Dublin, 1995), p. 166.

1 1bid., p. 34.
6 Ibid., p. 35.
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The Electoral Divisions were sub-divisions of poor law unions formed by grouping
adjacent townlands.7 Superintendent Registrars’ Districts and Registrars’ Districts were
districts created for the registration of births, marriages and deaths under the provisions set
out for civil registration in 1864.8 The superintendent registrars’ districts/poor law unions
and registrars’ districts were maintained for the 1901 and 1911 censuses.9 The Local
Government Act (Ireland) 1898 introduced new territorial units and the 1901 census was the
first to use them.10 Two separate sets of units were created, one was the County Electoral
Divisions (C.E.D.), and the other was called County Districts and both were sub-divided
into D.E.D.s.” These were sub-units of the county and did not cross county borders. The
County Electoral Divisions (C.E.D.) were created to facilitate the election of members to the
county councils, the successor of grand juries. The County Electoral Divisions for Co. Sligo
were Aclare, Ballymote, Ballysadare, Banada, Castleconor, Cliffony, Collooney, Coolavin,
Dromore, Drumcliff, Easkey, Kilmacowen, Kilmactranny, Kilshalvy, Lissadill, Owenmore,
Sligo, Templevanny and Tubbercurry. The C.E.D.s were composed of both Rural and
Urban Electoral Districts. In 1901 there were eighty-three Urban Districts (U.D.) and 212
Rural Districts (R.D.) in Ireland and in the census county districts replaced baronies and

were used for presenting several sets of data.2

Map of Urban and Rural District Electoral Divisions in Co. Sligo

Source: based on Sligo Co. Council map of Co. Sligo showing county and district electoral divisions, rural
district and union boundaries, 1898 (S.C.L., Maps, No. 984).

7Ibid., p. 39.
8 Ibid.
91bid., p. 40.
D 1bid.
11 1bid., p. 41.
12 1bid., p. 40.
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The five urban and rural districts for County Sligo in 1911 were Sligo U.D., Boyle No.2
R.D., Dromore West R.D., Sligo R.D., Tubbercurry R.D. Each rural district elected a Rural
District Council (R.D.C.) from the area. The D.E.D.s were sub-divisions of C.E.D.s and
county districts and in 1911 there was 3,673 in the whole country. The Sligo U.D. in the
1911 census corresponds to the Borough of Sligo town. Sligo Borough was broken down
further into the three D.E.D.s of Sligo East Urban (East Ward), Sligo West Urban (West
Ward) and Sligo North Urban (North Ward).

Map of Sligo Urban District Electoral Divisions

Sources: based on Sligo Co. Council map of Co. Sligo showing county and district electoral divisions, rural
district and union boundaries, 1898 (S.C.L., Maps, No. 984) and Map of Borough Boundary of Sligo Town,
1910 (S.C.L., Maps, No. 996).

The published reports of the 1911 census recorded the collated information from the
enumeration ledgers into territorial units and themes.i3 Part I, vols i-iv listed themes
concerning the condition of housing and population, marriages, births and deaths,
occupations, education, ages, religious profession and literacy of the people. The themes
were listed under the geographical areas of townland, town, county, city and large town,
province, parliamentary division borough, poor law union, registrars’ district, county
electoral division, county district and district electoral division. The tables and themes from
the 1911 census relating to the religious professions of the people were presented by parish,
county, city, large town, and province. The education ofthe people, including the religious
profession and literacy of the population was presented by county, city, large town,

province, parliamentary division/borough and district electoral division and the ages and the

Blbid., p. 4.
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occupations ofthe people presented by town, county, city and large town, province and the
birthplace of the people presented by county, city, large town and province. Part Il of the
1911 census was called the ‘general report’ with tables and appendix. The first series of the
general report contained summaries of tables in county books on various themes. This
information was geographically divided into tables for the province and country. Housing
and population was recorded by D.E.D. and the birthplaces of the people which was
recorded by province and country and also by county, city and large town. The second
series was composed of special tables for general report on the various themes at various
spatial levels.

The published census material indicates that the population of Ireland was in continuous
decline in the years before 1911 and table 1.1A and 1.1B show that both the Catholic and
Protestant populations declined at about the same rate, which was around twenty per cent
for both in the years 1891 to 1911.14 The Protestant population experienced a greater
percentage reduction than the Catholic population in the period from 1901 to 1911.
However, the reduction was not as dramatic as the decline in the fifteen year period, 1911 to

1926, which included the revolutionary years from 1919 to 1923.

Table 1.1A. Population by Religion, 26 counties of Ireland, 1891-1926.

Population
Year Total Catholic Protestant
1891 3,468,694 3,099,003 357,925
1901 3,221,823 2,878,271 330,440
1911 3,139,688 2,812,509 313,049
1926 2,971,992 2,751,269 208,024

Source: Census o fPopulation oflreland 1926, table 1A, p. 1. Protestant means Protestant Episcopalian,
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist.

Table 1.1B. Population decline and Intercensal Change by Religion, 26 counties of Ireland, 1891-1926.

Intercensal Change (thousands) Intercensal Percentage Change
Year Total Catholic Protestant Total Catholic Protestant
1891-1901 -246,871 -220,732 -27,485 -7.1 -7.1 -1.7
1901-1911  -82,135 -65,762 -17,391 -2.5 -2.2 -5.3
1911-1926  -167,696 -61,240 -105,025 -5.3 -2.2 -33.5
Source: Census ofPopulation oflreland 1926, vol. 11, part 1, tables 1A and IB, p. 1. Protestant means

Protestant Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist.

14 Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part 1, table IB, p. 1.
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The 1926 census saw the Protestant population of the 26 counties of Ireland that became
the Irish Free State decline by over a third, at thirty-four per cent,15 while during the same
period the Catholic population fell by two percent. In the six counties of Armagh, Antrim,
Derry, Down, Fermanagh and Tyrone that became Northern Ireland, the Catholic population
dropped by two percent in 1926, while the Protestant population increased by two per cent
in the six counties.16

The 1901 and 1911 censuses show that Protestants had begun to leave the 26 counties in
greater numbers and this made the position of those Protestants who remained even more
tenuous and in 1911 the number of Protestants in Ireland was 313,049.77 Protestant
economic dominance was steadily eroded in this period and they were losing influence to
Catholic merchants and farmers. The growing power of Catholic tenants, who were able to
purchase their lands in the period 1870-1909,18 and the increasing involvement of more
Catholics in local politics, especially following the introduction of the 1898 Local
Government Act, all encouraged Protestant emigration in the period before 1914,

The First World War, the War of Independence, 1919-21, the withdrawal of British
troops, and the disbandment of the R.1.C. affected most Protestants in the south of Ireland,
and they saw this as the end ofany protection for themselves and their property. The further
collapse of law and order in Ireland with the Civil War from 1922 to 1923 and the loss of
connections with their co-religionists in the North convinced many of the need to leave
southern Ireland. Research based on the 1926 census reports has led Sexton and O’Leary to
estimate that around 90,000 Protestants and non-Catholics left the south of Ireland during
the period 1911 to 1926 and a significant proportion of this outflow, around 30,000 people
would have been as a result of the withdrawal of British forces and their families in early
1922, while the remaining 60,000 people were native born Protestants.19

In an examination of the census returns in 1911 for the Borough of Sligo town, | noted
Protestants, recording their first name, surname, address, relationship to others in the house,
gender, religion, their occupations, age, marital status, and their birthplace. It was found
1,152 Protestant Episcopalian, 286 Presbyterians, 153 Methodists, of the 164 listed as other

denominations one Baptist, one Evangelist, one Free Thinker, forty-eight Brethren, twenty-

15 Ibid.

16 Census o fNorthern Ireland’, preliminary report, 1926, p. 25.

17 Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part 1, table 1A, p.l.

18 Kurt Bowen, Protestants in a Catholic state (Dublin, 1983), p. 16.

19J.J. Sexton and Richard O'Leary, ‘Factors affecting population decline in minority religious communities in
the Republic of Ireland’, in Forumfor Peace and Reconciliation (Belfast, 1996), p. 301.
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eight members of the Church of England, fifty-one Congregationalists, five Jews, eighteen
Plymouth Brethren, four who listed their denomination as Christian and seven members of
the United Free Church of Scotland, which makes a total of 1,755.

The figure of 1,755 tallies with table XXXV, Religious Professions and Sexes of the
inhabitants of the Principal Towns in the Province of Connacht in 1911 and with Table 125
(in the published reports ofthe 1911 census), showing by sexes the Religious Professions of
the inhabitants of County Boroughs, Municipal Borough, Urban Districts, and Towns in
Ireland with a population of 1,500 and upwards in 1911. The total population of the
Borough of Sligo town was 11,163, the Catholic total was 9,408 and the Protestant was
1,750, not including the five who declared themselves Jews and were living in Sligo town at
the time.2D The age distribution of the Protestant and Catholic population of Sligo town in
1911 is displayed in table 1.2 below. The table shows that over one third of the Protestant
population in Sligo town was under twenty years old. However, forty-one per cent of the

Catholic population were under twenty years old.

Table 1.2: Age distribution and religious persuasion in Sligo town, 1911
Sligo Town Catholic Age Sligo Town Protestant Age

Distribution Distribution
Age Groups Number Percentage Number Percentage
under 15 2,798 30 421 24
15 & under 20 1,004 11 194 1
20 & under 25 810 9 165 9
25 & under 30 764 8 126 7
30 & under 35 693 7 125 7
35 & under 40 613 7 121 7
40 & under 45 526 6 121 7
45 & under 50 457 5 84 5
50 & under 55 399 4 99 6
55 & under 60 300 3 73 4
60 & under 65 283 3 78 4
65 & up 761 8 143 8
Total 9,408 100 1,755 100

Source: Census o flreland, 1911, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XVII, p. 44 and Manuscript census
returns for Co. Sligo, 1911 (N.A.l., 1911 Census. Microfilm, S.C.L., M.F./R. 35-45). Note: the 5 Jews have
been included with the Protestants.

The numbers of Protestant individuals are listed for each street where they lived in Sligo

town in table 1.3 in the attached appendix Il. The table shows that most Protestants were

2 Census oflreland, 1911, Province o fConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XXXV, p. 32.
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located in the North Ward. As can be observed in table 1.3 in appendix Il Protestant
individuals were concentrated on the Mall (North ward) where 132 resided, John Street
(West ward) where 109 lived and Rathquarter (East ward) where ninety-three resided.
There were also concentrations of Protestants in William Street (Wolfe Tone St.) (West
ward), eighty-eight, Wine Street (West ward), eighty-four and Ballytivinan (North ward),
eighty-one. The religious distribution of the population of Sligo town by wards is shown in
the table 1.4 below. An idea ofthe location of the streets/areas can be found in the maps of

Sligo town in the attached appendix I.

Table 1.4: The distribution of Protestants in Sligo urban wards, 1911.

Religion East Ward North Ward West Ward
Catholics 3,291 3,042 3,075
Protestants 530 620 600

Jews 0 1 4

Total 3,821 3,663 3,679

Source: Census o flreland, 1911, Province o fConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XXXIII, p. 78.

Using the published census information from 1901 to 1946 | compared the decline in the
number of Protestants in Sligo town with their decline in southern Ireland. In table 1.5:
Protestant numbers and Percentage of the Population in the 26 counties of Ireland and Sligo
Town, 1901-46, on the next page, which was produced from the various census reports, it
can be seen that the Protestant population of Sligo town in 1911 was 15.7 percent of the
total population. That represented a drop of over three percent on the 1901 numbers and it
can be observed that Protestant numbers were already declining before 1926. By 1926 the
percentage of Protestants had fallen to 9.9 percent, which was a large drop from 15.7 in
1911, and if we glance at table 1.6 this represented a 35.6 percent drop, while table 1.6 also
shows that Catholic numbers in the 1926 census for Sligo town had increased by 9.6 percent
on their 1911 figures. If we look back at table 1.5 it shows us that the percentage of
Protestants in the 26 counties of Ireland fell from 10.3 percent of the population in 1911 to
7.3 percent in 1926 and table 1.6 tells us that from the 1911 to the 1926 census the
Protestant percentage decreased by 32.5 percent while the percentage of Catholics decreased
by 2.2 percent in the same period. The percentage drop in the Protestant population in Sligo
town in the period from 1911 to 1926 was slightly higher than for the whole of the 26
counties of Ireland over the same time. However, as can be observed from table 1.5, from
1901 to 1946 the percentage of Protestants in Sligo town was always higher than for Ireland

in the same period and this is illustrated in graph 1.1.
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Table 1.5: Protestant numbers and Percentage of the Population in the 26 counties of Ireland and Sligo
Town, 1901-46.

Years Protestant Protestant Protestant Protestant
Numbers for Percentage for Numbers for Sligo  Percentage for
26 counties 26 counties Town Sligo Town

1901 330,440 10.3 2,048 18.8

1911 313,049 10.3 1,750 15.7

1926 208,024 7.3 1,131 9.9

1936 183,461 6.4 1,055 8.4

1946 157,516 5.6 855 6.6

Sources: Census oflreland, 1901, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, p. 36; Census oflreland, 1911, Province
ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, p. 32; Census ofPopulation oflreland 1926, p. 1, p. 8; Census ofPopulation of
Ireland 1936, p. 1, p. 10; Census ofPopulation oflreland 1946, p. 1, p. 8.

Graph 1.1: The percentage of Protestants in the 26 counties of Ireland and Sligo Town, 1901-46.

Protestant Percentage in Ireland & Sligo Town

1901 1911 1926 1936 1946

Years

Source: Table 1.5.

Table 1.6: Percentage change in the Catholic and Protestant Population the 26 counties of Ireland and
Sligo Town, 1901-26.

Years Percentage Percentage Protestant Percentage Percentage
Catholic change in 26 counties  Catholic change in  Protestant change in
change in Sligo town Sligo town
26 counties

1901-11 -2.3 -4.8 +6.6 -14.3

1911-26 -2.2 -32.5 +9.6 -35.6

Sources: Census ofPopulation oflreland, 1911, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, p. 32; Census of
Population oflreland 1926, p. 1, p. 8.

This section compares Sligo town with four other towns in Connacht in the period 1901
to 1946 to aid in an analysis of the Protestant decline. The towns decided on were Galway,
which is the largest urban area in Connacht, Boyle in Co. Roscommon, Tuam in Co. Galway
and Castlebar in Co. Mayo. These towns were selected because they represented a wide
geographic spread in the province of Connacht and they were all towns above 1,500
inhabitants and were therefore mentioned in the various published census reports. Table

1.7A shows the numbers of Protestants in the five Connacht towns in the period 1901-46,
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while table 1.7B shows the Protestant percentage in five Connacht Towns, 1901-46. Table
1.7A and 1.7B and graph 1.2 show that all five towns show a large drop in the Protestant
population in the period 1901 to 1946. The largest drop in the Protestant population of the
five Connacht towns was in the period 1911-26 and this can be observed in graph 1.3. An
analysis of table 1.7B and table 1.8, the decrease in the Protestant population in five
Connacht towns, 1911-26, shows that the percentage of Protestants in Galway in 1911 was
6.1 and in 1926 this dropped to 2.7, representing a drop of 51.9 percent on their 1911
figures. In 1911 Boyle had the next largest percentage of Protestants, with Protestants
making up 11.1 percent of the population, this dropped to seven percent in 1926,
representing a 45.3 percent drop. Five percent of the population of Tuam was Protestant in
1911 and 2.7 percent in 1926, representing a 41.3 percent drop. 5.6 percent of Castlebar’s
population was Protestant in 1911 and this dropped to 2.4 in 1926, representing a 49.5
percent drop. The most drastic drop in the Protestant population in the five towns occurred
between the 1911 and the 1926 census and this can be seen in table 1.8 and graph 1.3. Even
though the numbers of Protestants fell in Sligo town, the Protestant population always
remained higher than in the other four other Connacht towns of Galway, Tuam, Castlebar
and Boyle, and Sligo town’s Protestant percentage ofthe population always remained a little

higher than in the 26 counties of Ireland as a whole from the period 1901 to 1946.

Table 1.7A: Protestant numbers in five Connacht Towns, 1901-1946.

Towns 1901 1911 1926 1936 1946
Sligo 2,048 1,755 1,131 1,055 855
Galway 1,160 802 386 439 363
Boyle 344 298 163 157 103
Tuam 151 150 88 70 64
Castlebar 218 206 104 81 81

Sources: Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1901, Province o fConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XXXV, p. 36;
Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1911, Province o fConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XXXV, p. 32; Census of
Population oflreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part 1, table 7, pp 8-9; Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1936, vol. Hl,

part 1, table 7, pp 8-9; Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1946, vol. Ill, part 1, table 7, pp 8-9.
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Table 1.7B: Protestant Percentage in five Connacht Towns, 1901-1946.

Towns
Sligo
Galway
Boyle
Tuam
Castlebar

Graph 1.2: Protestant percentage in five Connacht Towns, 1901-1946.

1901
18.8
8.6
13.6
52
6.1

1911
15.7
6.1
11.1
5.0
5.6

1926
9.9
2.7
7.0
2.7
2.4

1936
8.4
2.4
7.5
1.7
1.7

Sources: same as table 1.7A.

1946
6.6
18
5.0
1.7
1.6

Table 1.8: Decrease in the Protestant Population in Five Connacht Towns, 1911-26
Protestant
population
in 1926
1,131

Towns Total Total
population population
in 1911 in 1926
Sligo 11,158 11,437
Galway 13,255 14,227
Boyle 2,691 2,323
Tuam 2,980 3,289
Castlebar 3,698 4,296

Protestant
population

in 1911
1,750
802

298

150
206

386
163
88

104

Protestant
Percentage
in 1911
15.7

6.1

111

5.0

5.6

Protestant
Percentage drop
1911-26

35.6

51.9

45.3

41.3

49.5

Sources: Census ofPopulation oflreland, 1911, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XXXV, p. 32;

Census ofPopulation oflreland 1926, vol. Ill, part 1, table 7, pp 8-9.

Graph 1.3: Protestant Percentage of Population in five Connacht towns, 1911-26.

Protestant Percentage in 5 Connacht towns 1911-26

Sigo

Galway

Boyfa

Towns

Tuam

Source: Table 1.8.
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In order to take a closer look at the distribution of the various Protestant denominations
in Sligo U.D., which corresponds to Sligo town and in the rural areas of Co. Sligo, and their
decline in the period from 1911 to 1926, an examination of the published census material
concerning the numbers of Church of lIreland, Presbyterians, Methodists and other
Protestant denominations was carried out. The information was organised by County and

District Electoral Divisions in Co. Sligo.

Table 1.9: showing number of each Protestant denomination in the five urban and rural districts in Co.
Sligo and percentage of the total, 1911.

Co. Sligo District Church of Presbyterian Methodist Other

Ireland denominations
Sligo Urban District 1152 286 153 164

21 percent 42 percent 34 percent 58 percent
Boyle No. 2 Rural 307 38 10 4
District 6 percent 6 percent 2 percent 2 percent
Dromore West Rural 1100 99 0 17
District 20 percent 15 percent 0 percent 6 percent
Sligo Rural District 2222 228 290 74

40 percent 33 percent 63 percent 26 percent
Tubbercurry Rural 724 27 3 22
District 13 percent 4 percent 1 percent 8 percent
Total 5505 678 456 281

100 percent 100 percent 100 percent 100 percent

Source: Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1911, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, p. 78-89,

Table 1.10: showing number of each Protestant denomination in the five urban and rural districts in Co.
Sligo and percentage of the total, 1926.

Co. Sligo District Church of Presbyterian Methodist Other

Ireland denominations
Sligo Urban District 832 139 94 75

20 percent 47 percent 30 percent 35 percent
Boyle No. 2 Rural 216 8 0 21
District 5 percent 3 percent 0 percent 10 percent
Dromore West Rural 866 16 1 35
District 20 percent 6 percent 0.5 percent 16 percent
Sligo Rural District 1808 125 215 60

42 percent 42 percent 69 percent 28 percent
Tubbercurry Rural 532 7 1 23
District 13 percent 2 percent 0.5 percent 11 percent
Total 4254 295 311 214

100 percent 100 percent 100 percent 100 percent

Source: Census ofPopulation oflreland 1926, p. 32.
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As can be seen in table 1.1 below, between 1911 and 1926 Church of Ireland numbers in
Co. Sligo fell by twenty-three percent, Methodists numbers fell by thirty-two percent, other
Protestant denominations dropped by twenty-four percent while Presbyterians experienced
the greatest decrease falling by a very large fifty-five percent. The Church of Ireland, with
most of their population located in Sligo town, and in the Sligo rural area close to Sligo
town, experienced a similar decline in most of the districts in the county.

Table 1.11: showing the numerical and percentage difference in the various Protestant denominations in
the five Co. Sligo urban and rural districts between 1911 and 1926.

Co. Sligo District Church of Presbyterian Methodist Other
Ireland denominations
Sligo Urban District -320 -147 -59 -89
28 percent 51 percent 39 percent 54 percent
decrease decrease decrease decrease
Boyle No. 2 Rural -91 -30 -10 +17
District 30 percent 79 percent 100 percent 425 percent
decrease decrease decrease increase
Dromore West Rural -234 -83 +1 +18
District 21 percent 84 percent 100 percent 105 percent
decrease decrease increase increase
Sligo Rural District -414 -103 -75 -14
19 percent 45 percent 26 percent 19 percent
decrease decrease decrease decrease
Tubbercurry Rural -192 -20 -2 +1
District 27 percent 74 percent 67 percent 5 percent
decrease decrease decrease increase
Total -1251 -383 -145 -67
23 percent 57 percent 32 percent 24 percent
decrease decrease decrease decrease

Sources: figures based on tables 1.9 and 1.10.

In the period from 1911 to 1926 Presbyterian numbers were the hardest hit. A look at
table 1.9 indicates that not many Presbyterians were located in the south of the county in
Boyle No. 2 and Tubbercurry R.D.s in 1911. In 1911 most Presbyterians were located in
Sligo town, and in fact the proportion of Presbyterians in Sligo town increased from forty-
two in 1911 to forty seven in 1926 as can be seen in tables 1.9 and 1.10. Table 1.11 shows
that the percentage of Presbyterians in the extreme south of the county in Boyle No. 2 and
Tubbercurry R.D.s experienced a drop of seventy-nine and seventy-four respectively, and a
large drop of eighty-four percent in the Dromore West R.D. in the extreme west of the

county. Their population in Sligo town fell by a lower number of fifty-one percent and
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forty-five in the Sligo R.D. close to Sligo town. Presbyterian numbers experienced a greater
decline in the remoter areas ofthe county.

Michael Farry in his study on Co. Sligo during the Civil War period has argued that the
isolated and dispersed Presbyterian community in the Dromore West area of Co. Sligo were
located in an area where republicans held sway for most of the Civil War and he suggests
that ‘the more dispersed distribution of the Presbyterians made them prone to more pressure
whether this was from hostile elements within the independence movement or from the
greater necessity or possibility of intermarriage with other denominations’.2

In 1911 the Methodist population was more concentrated in Sligo town, in the area of
Drumcliff and Lissadell north of Sligo town and in the region running south from Sligo
town to Collooney, Ballymote and Riverstown areas of southeast Co. Sligo. There was only
a very small number of Methodists in the west and extreme south of the county. In the
period from 1911 to 1926 they experienced a thirty-nine per cent drop in Sligo town and
their much smaller population also fell in the remoter isolated areas. The Methodist
population in the Sligo town area experienced a large decline in the period from 1911 to
1926, dropping by thirty-nine percent. No similar decline was experienced in the rural areas
of the east and south of the county and Michael Farry has indicated that the Methodists
communities in the Collooney, Ballymote and Riverstown ‘were in areas of relative peace
during the Civil War where there were no concentrations of anti-Treaty forces’.2 However,
as can be seen from table 1.9, not many Methodists lived in these areas in 1911, and in
Boyle No. 2 district in the south ofthe county, all ten Methodists who lived in the area were
gone by 1926 and no Methodists lived there any longer.

The other smaller Protestant denominations experienced their greatest percentage decline
in Sligo town, at fifty-four percent. In 1911 the greatest percentage, fifty-eight per cent, of
the other smaller Protestant denominations lived in Sligo town and this figure dropped to
thirty-five in 1926. The other smaller Protestant denominations increased their percentage
in all four rural areas in 1926. However, the numbers of other smaller Protestant
denominations was always very small in Co. Sligo.

In the period from 1911 to 1926 the three main Protestant denominations experienced a
large percentage decline in remote isolated areas and outside concentrated groups.

However, all Protestant denominations in the Sligo town U.D. and in the Sligo R.D., where

2 Michael Farry, The aftermath ofrevolution, Sligo 1921-23 (Dublin, 2000), p. 181.
22 1bid., p. 182.
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many larger towns including Ballisodare, Ballymote, Collooney and Riverstown were
located, experienced a large decline between 1911 and 1926. The Church of Ireland
community experienced a similar percentage drop in all five districts of Co. Sligo.
However, their greatest percentage drop in their population occurred in the Boyle No. 2
district, where their smallest community resided. The Church of Ireland community lost
320 people in Sligo town and 414 in Sligo R.D., which were areas where their concentration
was high and they were less dispersed.

Presbyterians were widely scattered and suffered a greater loss as a result of this and the
greatest percentage drop in their populations occurred in the R.D.s of Dromore West, Boyle
No. 2 and Tubbercurry. As will be discussed in chapters three and four of this study there
was no evidence to suggest that the decline was a result of a specific anti-Protestant
campaign by the I.R.A in Sligo during the revolutionary period. The decline in the rural
areas can be attributed to the general disruption caused by the conflict and ongoing agrarian
trouble. The large decline in Sligo town where there was far less disruption than in the rural
areas could be attributed to the fact that Protestants in the professions and skilled
occupations emigrated. However, the departure of the military garrison from Sligo town at

the beginning of 1922 must have also given the Protestant population cause for concern.23

Table 1.12: Percentage change in the Catholic & Protestant Population of the 26 counties of Ireland and
Co. Sligo, 1901-26

Years Percentage Percentage Percentage Catholic  Percentage
Catholic change  Protestant change  change in Co. Sligo Protestant change
in Ireland in Ireland in Co. Sligo

1901-11 -2.3 -4.8 -5.3 -12.8

1911-26 -2.2 -32.5 -8.1 -26.7

Source: Census ofPopulation oflreland 1926, Vol. HI, part 1, table 1A P- 1; table 9, p. 17.

In the period 1911-1926 the Protestant population of Co. Sligo declined. However, it
was less than the decline for the 26 counties of Ireland or in the other four Connacht
counties. Table 1.12 shows that in the 1926 census there was a drop of 26.7 percent in the
Protestant population of Co. Sligo and the Catholic population fell by 8.1 percent while the
comparable figures for the 26 counties were 32.5 percent and fall of 2.2 percent for the
Catholic population. Table 1.13 shows that in 1911 Co. Sligo, with a total of 6,920 had the
largest number of Protestants living in the county than in any ofthe other four counties. Co.

Leitrim had the next highest number of Protestants with a total of 5,423. Galway had 4,304

23S.1.,, 28 Jan. 1922.
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Protestants living in the county in 1911, Mayo has 4,108 and with the least number in
Connacht, Co. Roscommon had a total of 2,225 Protestants. An analysis of table 1.13
shows that ofthe five Connacht counties, Sligo, with the largest percentage of Protestants in
1911, experienced the smallest percentage drop in the Protestant population in the period
1911 to 1926. Leitrim with the next largest percentage of Protestants had the second lowest
drop in their numbers in Connacht. Galway with the smallest number of Protestants, at 2.4

percent, had the greatest percentage drop at 53.1 percent.

Table 1.13: Decrease in the Protestant Population of the Five Connacht Counties, 1911-26

Counties Total Total Protestant Protestant Percentage  Percentage
population  population  population ~ Population  Protestant  ppotesiant
. . . in 1926 in 1911
in 1911 in 1926 in 1911 drop 1911-26
Galway 182,224 169,366 4,304 2,019 2.4 53.1
Mayo 192,177 172,690 4,108 2,479 2.10 39.7
Ros. 93,956 83,556 2,225 1,346 2.4 39.5
Leitrim 63,582 55,907 5,423 3,711 8.5 31.6
Sligo 79,045 72,388 6,920 5,076 8.8 26.7

Source: Census o fPopulation o flreland 1926, Vol. Ill, Part 1, Religions, Table 9, pp 16-17.

Table 1.14A shows the numbers of Protestants in the five Connacht counties of Galway,
Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon and Sligo, while 1.4B shows the percentage of Protestants in
the five Connacht counties from 1901 to 1946. In 1901 out of the five Connacht counties,
Sligo had the largest Protestant percentage of its population, which was 9.4 percent,
followed very closely by Leitrim at 9.3 percent. The other three counties had a very low
percentage of Protestants in their population in 1901, Galway at 2.8 percent, Roscommon at
2.7 percent and Mayo at 2.3 percent. All five counties experienced a drop in the 1911
census returns and a pattern of decline had already established itself before the large drop
experienced in the 1926 census. In 1926 Co. Sligo still had the highest Protestant
percentage of population at 7.1 percent, followed by Leitrim at 6.6 percent. There was a
sharp difference between Sligo/Leitrim and the other three counties in 1926, which were all
under two percent. As can be observed from the table 1.14A, tablel.I4B and graph 1.4, this
decline continued in the 1936 and 1946 censuses. A trend of decline can be observed in the
pre-1926 censuses in the Protestant population of Co. Sligo and the other four Connacht
counties. However, there is quite a drastic fall in the Protestant numbers in all five counties
in the 1926 census and as can be seen in graph 1.4 where the rate of decline was gradual and

it continued in the 1936 and 1946 census returns.
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Table 1.14A: Numbers of Protestants in the Five Connacht Counties, 1901-1946

Connacht Counties 1901 1911 1926 1936 1946
Galway 5,329 4,304 2,019 1,801 1,486
Leitrim 6,483 5,423 3,711 2,993 2,254
Mayo 4,662 4,108 2,479 2,054 1,736
Roscommon 2,706 2,225 1,346 1,038 750

Sligo 7,937 6,920 5,075 4,350 3,633

Sources: Census ofPopulation oflreland 1936, vol. HI, part 1, table 9, pp 18-19; Census o fPopulation of
Ireland 1946, vol. 11, part 1, table 8A, p. 10.

Table 1.14B: Percentage Protestant in the Five Connacht Counties, 1901-1946

Connacht Counties 1901 1911 1926 1936 1946
Galway 2.8 2.4 1.2 11 0.9
Leitrim 9.3 8.5 6.6 5.9 5.1
Mayo 2.3 2.1 14 13 1.2
Roscommon 2.7 2.4 16 1.3 1.0
Sligo 9.4 8.8 7.1 6.4 5.8

Source: table 1.14A.

Graph 1.4: The Percentage Protestant in Five Connacht Counties, 1901-1946.

The evidence shows that Protestant numbers were declining in the five counties in
Connacht and in the five Connacht towns mentioned. However, this development was
common to urban and rural areas across the Irish Free State. Table 1.15 shows the
intercensal percentage change in the total rural and urban populations by religion in the 26
counties from 1911 to 1946, and indicates that from 1911 the Catholic population in the
rural areas declined while it rose in the urban areas, which suggests that Catholics were
moving from the countryside into the towns and cities. As Enda Delaney has maintained
rural depopulation could indicate a reluctance of children to take over the family farm.24

The Protestant population in both the rural and urban areas experienced a dramatic decline

24 Enda Delaney, Demography, state and society (Liverpool, 2000), pp 234-5.
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from 1911 to 1946 suggesting that Protestants were not only leaving the countryside areas,
they were also moving from cities and towns as can be noticed country-wide from table

1.15.

Table 1.15: Interccnsal Percentage Changes in the Total, Rural and Urban Populations by Religion, 26
counties of Ireland, 1911-1946.

Total population Urban Areas Rural Areas
Period Catholic Protestant*  Catholic Protestant Catholic  Protestant
1911-26 -2 -34 +8 -38 -6 -28
1926-36 +1 -12 +13 -8 -4 -14
1936-46 0 -14 +6 -14 -3 -14

Source: Robert E. Kennedy, The Irish: emigration, marriage andfertility (Berkeley, 1973), p. 122.
+Protestant Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Methodists and Baptist.

Table 1.16 below shows a comparison between the numbers of Protestants living in Sligo
town and county between the years 1926 and 1946. Protestants in Sligo town accounted for
between twenty-two and twenty-four per cent of the Protestant population of County Sligo
in the years 1926 to 1946. Table 1.16 also shows that the numbers of Protestants living in
Sligo town as a percentage of those Protestants living in the rural parts of Co. Sligo actually
increased by two percent in the period 1926 to 1946. This could indicate that Protestants

were moving from rural areas in Co. Sligo to Sligo town.

Table 1.16: Protestant Numbers in Sligo town and county, 1926-1946.

Years Sligo Town County Sligo Sligo town as a percentage of Sligo County
1926 1,131 5,075 22
1936 1,055 4,350 24
1946 855 3,633 24
Sources: Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part I, table 11, p. 19; 1936, vol. Ill, part I, table 11,
p. 36; 1946, vol. Il part I, table 10, p. 29. ‘Protestant’ means Protestant Episcopalians, Presbyterians,

Methodists and other denominations, as almost all the other denominations were smaller Protestant sects.

Table 1.17A shows that Protestants in Co. Sligo declined by one per cent, from seven to
six per cent of the population of the county, in the period 1926 to 1946. Table 1.17B shows
that the Protestant population was reduced by fourteen per cent on their 1926 numbers and
by seventeen per cent on their 1936 numbers, while Catholic numbers were reduced by five

per cent on their 1926 figures and by seven per cent on their 1936 numbers.
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Table 1.17A: Population of Protestants and Catholics in County Sligo 1926-1946

Numbers Percentage
Year Catholic Protestant* Total Catholic Protestant Total
1926 66,313 5,075 71,388 93 7 100
1936 63,097 4,350 67,447 94 6 100
1946 58,742 3,633 62,375 94 6 100

Sources: Censuso fPopulation oflreland, 1926, vol. 1ll, part I, table 8A, p. 10; 1936, vol. in, part |, tab e 8A,
p. 12; 1946, vol. HI, part I, tables 8A, p 10.
+Protestant Episcopalian, Presbyterians, Methodists and other denominations.

Table 1.17B: Decrease in Protestants and Catholics in County Sligo 1926-1946

Numbers Percentage change
Year Catholic Protestant* Total Catholic Protestant Total
1926-36 -3,216 -725 -3,941 -5 -14 100
1936-46 -4,355 =717 -5,072 -7 -17 100

Source: table 1.17A.

Robert E. Kennedy has carried out research comparing age groups over the ten year
intervals between censuses in lIreland and has commented in his study, The Irish:
emigration, marriage and fertility, that declines in population are based on the two factors
of mortality and emigration. If Protestants and Catholics had similar death rates, then a
greater decline in the numbers of one religion could be attributed to emigration. Age/gender
statistics are not available for Sligo town for the 1926 census to the 1946 census. However,
figures are available for Co. Sligo from the published censuses material in the years 1926,
1936 and 1946. Table 1.18A in the attached appendix Il shows the intercensal percentage
increase or decline in the number of people in ‘certain age cohorts’ arranged by the birth
years of cohort and religion for Co. Sligo and for the 26 counties of Ireland, 1926-46, while
table 1.18B in appendix Il displays the same information by age group at end of the
intercensal period. The information in the tables was calculated by taking the decline in the
number of persons in a given age group between the two censuses as a percentage of the
total in the age group at the first census. Unfortunately no comparable age group and
religious breakdown was possible for Co. Sligo and Ireland based on the 1911 census
information.

From 1926 to 1936 it was discovered that in Co. Sligo Protestants experienced a larger
decline than Catholics in the age group 35 to 44, a drop of twelve per cent as opposed to
eight per cent. Nationally, Kennedy found the decline between Protestants and Catholics in

the age group 35 to 44 to be closer at eleven per cent for Catholics and thirteen per cent for
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Protestants.5 In Co. Sligo the age groups of 25 to 34 and 20 to 24 experienced large-scale
emigration in the period 1926 to 1936. In the 25 to 34 age group Catholic numbers declined
by a third while Protestant figures dropped by twenty-nine per cent. For the country as a
whole Kennedy found this to be true as well, where Protestants in the 25 to 34 age group
declined by twenty-two per cent, while Catholics experienced a marginally greater decline,
at twenty-four per cent.%

In Co. Sligo, in the younger age group from 20 to 24, Protestants experienced a twenty-
nine per cent reduction in numbers while Catholic numbers fell by twenty-four per cent. In
the 15 to 18 age bracket, in Co. Sligo, Catholic numbers fell by eight per cent while
Protestant figures went down by a lower five per cent and in the 10 to 14 age cohort
Protestant numbers actually increased by six per cent and Catholics increased by one
percentage point.

For Co. Sligo the figures don’t seem to agree with Kennedy’s argument that greater
numbers of Protestants and their families emigrated from Ireland in the period 1926 to
1936.Z7 Kennedy also found during the same period that nationally Catholic numbers were
reduced by five per cent and Protestant figures by ten per cent in the 15 to 19 age category
and Catholics declined by two per cent in the 5 to 9 age category while Protestant numbers
in this age category declined by five per cent. 8

A dramatic decline within the three age cohorts of 20 to 24, 25 to 29 and 30 to 34 was
noticed for Catholics and Protestants in the 1946 census figures for Co. Sligo. In the 30 to
34 age group Catholics declined by twenty-two per cent while Protestants declined by
twenty-seven percent. Catholic numbers were reduced by almost a third in the 25 to 29 age
category while Protestant numbers within this age cohort experienced a dramatic decline of
forty-five per cent, Kennedy found that the age group of 25 to 29 experienced a large
decline nationally, with Protestants reduced by almost a third, at thirty-two per cent, and
Catholics by over one-fifth, at twenty-two per cent.9

In Co. Sligo Protestants numbers within the 20 to 24 age category were reduced by
almost fifty per cent while Catholic numbers dropped by almost a third. This could mean

that many Protestants and Catholics had emigrated to Britain to either join the armed forces

SRobert E. Kennedy, The Irish (Berkeley, 1973), p. 114.
2 Ibid.

27 1bid., pp 113-5.

X lbid., p. 114.

29 Ibid.
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or to work in the factories during World War 11.30 In the 1946 census Protestants increased
by sixteen per cent in the 10 to 14 age group, which could suggest that families were not
leaving Co. Sligo and could indicate that it was only young adults leaving for economic
reasons.

Table 1.19A: Child/Women Ratios and Women of Childbearing Age as a Proportion of All Adults by
Religion, 26 counties of Ireland, 1926-46.

Children 0-4 per 100 Protestant Child/Woman Women aged 1544 as a
Women aged 15-44 ratios as a percentage Percentage of all Persons 15
and over
Year Catholic Protestant* of Catholic Catholic Protestant
1926 47 31 66 30 28
1936 45 27 60 29 26
1946 48 36 75 29 25

Source: Robert E. Kennedy, The Irish: emigration, marriage andfertility (Berkeley, 1973), p. 117.
+Protestant Episcopalians and Other Religious Denominations.

Kennedy has also researched the fertility and age composition of Protestants and
Catholics in Ireland. He found that after 1926 Protestant women had fewer children and
there was also fewer Protestant females of childbearing age able to have children, which
resulted in a smaller proportion of children in the Protestant than the Catholic population.3
Kennedy’s results are shown in table 1.19A. As part of a comparison with Kennedy’s study
the proportion of women of childbearing age among all adults in Co. Sligo by religion has
been calculated. As can be observed from table 1.19B below, between 1926 and 1946 the
fertility of Protestant women in Co. Sligo ranged between fifty-seven and eighty-five per

cent that of Catholic women, taking it that the death rate for both was the same.

Table 1.19B: Child/Women Ratios and Women of Childbearing Age as a Proportion of All Adults by
Religion, Co. Sligo, 1926-46.

Children 04 per 100 Protestant Child/Woman  Women aged 1544 as a
Women aged 1544 ratios as a percentage Percentage of all Persons 15
and over
Year Catholic Protestant® of Catholic Catholic Protestant
1926 46 34 74 27 26
1936 44 25 57 26 25
1946 47 40 85 26 20

Sources: Calculated from Census ofPopulation oflreland, 1926, vol. I1f part I, (able 14, p. 109; 1936, vol. Ill,
part 1, table 14, p. 113; 1946, vol. IIf part | table 12, pp 58-9.
+Protestant Episcopalians and Other Religious Denominations.

P Enda Delaney, Irish Emigration since 1921 (Dublin, 2002), p. 5.
3L Robert E. Kennedy, The Irish (Berkeley, 1973), pp 117-8.
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In 1926 the number of Catholic and Protestant women aged 15 to 44 as a percentage of
all persons of their respective religions 15 and over in Co. Sligo was almost the same at
twenty-seven per cent and twenty-six per cent respectively. In 1936 the number of Catholic
women aged 15 to 44 as a percentage of all Catholics aged 15 and over was twenty-six per
cent, while Protestant women aged 15 to 44 accounted for a quarter of all persons 15 and
over. Catholic women aged 15 to 44 as a percentage of all Catholics 15 and over remained
at twenty-six percent in 1946, while the percentage of Protestant women aged 15 to 44
declined to one-fifth of Protestants 15 and over. Protestant women had fewer children but
proportionately there were fewer Protestant women within the population able to have
children as time went on. The results can be seen in table 1.20A: distribution of population
in three main age groups by religion, Co. Sligo, 1926-46, where for 1946 the proportion of
children aged 0 to 14 in the Protestant population was twenty-one per cent, while the
Catholic proportion was larger at twenty-six per cent. Kennedy’s results for the 26 counties
of Ireland, 1926-46 can be observed in table 1.20B.

Table 1.20A: Distribution of Population in Three Main Age Groups by Religion, Co. Sligo, 1926"46.

Age in Years
Religion and Year 0-14 15-44 65+ Total
Catholic
1926 18,995 39,628 7,690 66,313
1936 16,563 38,718 7,816 63,097
1946 15,373 35,501 7,868 58,742
Protestant
1926 1,148 3,239 688 5,075
1936 873 2,814 663 4,350
1946 747 2,285 601 3,633
Catholic Percentage
Distribution
1926 29 60 1n 100
1936 26 62 12 100
1946 26 61 13 100
Protestant Percentage
Distribution
1926 23 64 13 100
1936 20 65 15 100
1946 21 63 16 100

Sources: Calculated from Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part |, table 14, p. 109; 1936, vol. IlI,
part 1, table 14, p. 113; 1946, vol. Ill, part I, table 12, pp 58-9.
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Table 1.20B: Distribution of Population in Three Main Age Groups by Religion, 26 counties of Ireland,

1926-46.

Age in Years
Religion and Year 0-14 15-44 65+ Total
Number in thousands
Catholic
1926 817.9 1,687.0 246.4 2,751.3
1936 782.4 1,729.9 261.6 2,773.9
1946 846.9 1,708.6 287.8 2,786.0
Protestant
1926 47.1 136.7 24.2 208.0
1936 35.6 1234 24.5 183.5
1946 311 101.1 25.3 157.5
Catholic Percentage
Distribution
1926 30 61 9 100
1936 28 63 9 100
1946 28 62 10 100
Protestant Percentage
Distribution
1926 23 65 12 100
1936 19 68 13 100
1946 20 64 16 100

Source: Robert E. Kennedy, The Irish: emigration, marriage andfertility (Berkeley, 1973), p. 118.

The proportion of people in the 65 and upward age category was higher for the Protestant
population than it was for the Catholic population in Co. Sligo in the period 1926 to 1946.
In 1926 the proportion of Catholics in the 65 and older category was eleven per cent and this
had stretched to thirteen per cent in 1946. Nationally Kennedy found that nine per cent of
the Catholic population was 65 and above in 1926, while the percentage for Catholics in
1946 had risen by one percentage point to ten per cent.2 In Co. Sligo, the Protestant
proportion of their population over 65 was always higher than the Catholic proportion of
population and went from thirteen per cent in 1926 to sixteen per cent in 1946, this turned
out to be similar to Protestants nationally, where the proportion of Protestants 65 years and
above was twelve per cent in 1926, it had jumped to sixteen per cent in 1946.38 Lower birth
rates and higher emigration of young people (who would have had children) left an older
and aging population of Protestants in Co. Sligo and in the Irish Free State.

Many researchers including Terence Brown, J.J Sexton and Richard O'Leary have argued

that the Ne femere decree of 1908 made mixed marriages between Roman Catholics and
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non-Roman Catholics conditional on the approval of the church and allowed the church to
impose conditions such as an obligation for any children to be baptised and brought up as
Catholics, and in most cases for the non-Catholic partners to submit to religious education
with the aim of converting them to Catholicism.3% The strict enforcement of Ne temere
meant that in Catholic-Protestant marriages the Protestant faith would die out after one
generation.  Sexton and O’Leary have concluded that mixed marriages were a very
important factor in the decline in numbers of the minority religious communities especially
as the children of these marriages were more often than not, brought up as Catholics.® In
order to understand this we must take a closer look at the Ne temere decree.

The Ne temere decree came into effect on 18 April 1908. The Catholic Encyclopaedia
states that ‘by this decree all marriages everywhere in the Latin Church between Catholics
and non-Catholics are invalid unless they take place in the presence of an accredited priest
and two witnesses’.3 Raymond Lee argues in his paper entitled ‘Intermarriage, conflict and
social control in Ireland: the decree ‘We temere™, that the decree was only concerned with
‘the proper form for contracting marriages’ and did not ‘directly concern itself with any
aspect of the church law other than validity’.37 Before the Ne temere decree the Catholic
Church had stated that in ‘the issuing of a dispensation for a mixed marriage, the Church
requires three conditions; that the Catholic party be allowed free exercise of religion, that all
the offspring are to be brought up Catholics and that the Catholic party promise to do all that
is possible to convert the non-Catholic’.3

It appears that Ne temere did not demand a couple about to enter a mixed marriage to
promise to baptise and raise their children as Catholics or make any insistence that the non-
Catholic party convert to Catholicism and in June 1913 a later amendment to the Ne temere
decree stated that ‘the prescription of the decree We temere’ on the asking and receiving by

the parish-priest, for the validity of marriage, of the consent of the parties, in mixed

A Terence Brown, ‘Religious minorities in the Irish Free State and the Republic of Ireland (1922-1995)’, in,
Forumfor Peace andReconciliation (Belfast, 1996), pp 251-2; J.J Sexton and Richard O'Leary, ‘Factors
affecting population decline in minority religious communities in the Republic of Ireland’, in Forumfor Peace
and Reconciliation (Belfast, 1996), p. 313.

3 J.J. Sexton and Richard O'Leary, ‘Factors affecting population decline in minority religious communities in
the Republic of Ireland’, in Forumfor Peace and Reconciliation (Belfast, 1996), p. 293.

3 Catholic Encyclopaedia online: Mixed Marriage (www.newadvent.org/cathen/09698a.htm) (10 Dec. 2007).
37 Raymond M. Lee, ‘Intermarriage, conflict and social control in Ireland: the decree “Ne temere”’, Economic
and Social Review, xvii, no.l (Oct. 1985), p. 14.

3B Catholic Encyclopaedia online: Mixed Marriage (www.newadvent.org/cathen/09698a.htm) (10 Dec. 2007),
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marriages in which due guarantees are obstinately refused by them, henceforth does not
apply’.®

However, Lee goes on to state that ‘Ne temere made the presence of a priest and two
witnesses a necessary condition of the validity of any marriage involving a Catholic’©and
the effect of this ‘was to make obligatory the promises regarding children’ as ‘a priest would
not perform such a marriage until a dispensation from the impediment had been granted, and
this a bishop would not do until the promises had been given’4 and it would seem that ‘the
promises became necessary for validity’.22 Lee explores some cases where parish priests
demanded that couples promise to raise their children as Catholics before they entered into a
mixed marriage.f3

So it would seem that many Catholic parish priests and their bishops in Ireland must
have insisted that mixed marriage couples promise to raise their children as Catholics. An
indication of the damaging impact ofthis insistence on the Protestant community in Ireland
can be found in the book Untold stories: Protestants in the Republic ofIreland, 1922-2002
(Dublin, 2002) edited by Lynne Adair and Colin Murphy. This book is a collection of
stories by fifty-three Protestants and four Catholics on various themes related to
Protestantism in Ireland. One of the most important issues discussed by the contributors to
the book concerned mixed marriages between Protestants and Catholics.#4 Eighteen of the
fifty-three Protestants who submitted stories and personal accounts to the book referred to
the destructive effects on their religious community of the Ne temere decree. Some of the
contributors noted that Protestants about to enter a mixed marriage with a Catholic were
forced to sign a document promising to raise their children Catholic, while in other cases the
Catholic clergy were reported to have kept a close eye on mixed marriage couples in order
to make sure the children were being raised as Catholics.% References are also made to the

bitterness felt by Protestants towards the enforcement of the Ne temere decree in Stephen

3 1bid.

4 Raymond M. Lee, ‘Intermarriage, conflict and social control in Ireland: the decree ‘We temere’, Economic
and Social Review, xvii, no.l (Oct. 1985), p. 15.

4 Ibid., p. 16.

42 Ibid.

4 1bid., pp 14-25.

4 Lynne Adair & Colin Murphy (eds), Untoldstones (Dublin, 2002), xii.

& 1bid., p. 35, p. 41, p. 79, p. 153, p. 160.
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Mennell’s examination of the problems experienced by southern Protestants deriving from
Catholic Church policies in ‘Protestants in a Catholic state: a silent minority in Ireland’.%

In order to assess the impact of the Ne temere decree in Sligo a closer look at the
Protestant responses in the marital status section of the 1911 manuscript census returns for
Sligo town is necessary. An analysis of the manuscript census returns for Sligo town in
1911 reveals that within the Protestant community 483 individuals were recorded as being
married, which included sixteen mixed marriage couples, representing over six per cent of
the total married couples. There were seventy-five widows mentioned in the census, which
amounted to four per cent of the total Protestants in the Borough of Sligo town, and there
were forty-one widowers representing two per cent of the total Protestants. A quite large
1,151 individuals were recorded as being single, which showed that sixty-six per cent of the

total Protestant population were unmarried.

Table 1.21: Protestant marital status in Sligo town, 1911.

Marital Status Numbers Percentage

Single 1,151 66

Married 483 28

Widows 75 4

Widowers 41 2

Total 1,750 100

Source: Manuscript census returns for Co. Sligo, 1911 (N.A.l., 1911 Census: Microfilm, S.C.L., M.F./R. 35-
45).

Ofthe sixteen couples in mixed marriages, where one ofthe partners was Catholic, there
were eleven married couples that had children living with them. Of the thirty-five children
recorded as the offspring of mixed religion marriages in Sligo town in 1911, all were listed
as Catholics and all were married before the Ne temere decree of 1908. So it appears that
the offspring of mixed marriages were being reared as Catholics in Sligo town before the Ne
temere decree. Interestingly there was one Jewish male married to a Congregationalist and
they had three children who were all registered as Congregationalists.  The listed
occupations of the male partners in the mixed marriages were: a general clerk, a cabinet
maker, four carpenters, a plumber, two police pensioners, two customs official, a stevedore,
two labourers, a slater, a shopkeeper/traveller. It was mostly working class Protestant males
with trades such as carpenters, plumbers, slaters and labourers that were involved in mixed
marriages, only one of the carpenters was a Catholic male. The customs officials were both
46 Meimell, Stephen; Elliott, Mitchell; Stokes, Paul; Rickard, Aoife and O’Malley-Dunlop, Ellen, ‘Protestants

in a Catholic state: a silent minority in Ireland’, in Inglis, Tom; Mach, Zdzishaw; Mazanek, Rafal (eds),
Religion andpolitics (Dublin, 2000), p. 83.
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Catholic males married to Protestant women, and one ofthe police pensioners was Catholic,
while the other police pensioner was Protestant. One of the Protestant males, a carpenter,
was married to a Catholic female who worked as a seamstress and they lived with her
parents who were both Catholic.

With the increased likelihood that some Protestants from the six counties, Britain and
elsewhere may have been more inclined to emigrate in the period from 1919 to 1923 and
afterwards an analysis of the information from the ‘where bom” section of the 1911 returns
for each of the Protestants then living in the Borough of Sligo town is necessary. Thirty-
four were bom in Armagh, thirty-one were bom in Fermanagh, thirty-two were bom in
Tyrone, twenty-two were bom in Antrim, eighteen recorded their birthplace as Co. Down,
thirteen were bom in Co. Derry and Belfast was recorded as the birthplace of twenty-seven
Protestants. A total of 104 were bom in England, seventy-four in Scotland, six in Wales,
five in India or Ceylon and two from the U.S.A., one from Jersey, one from Alsace-Lorraine

and one from Ascension Island.

Tabic 1.22: Numbers of Protestants 30 years or under and Protestants over 30 years born outside Free
State and numbers of Protestants 30 years or under and Protestants over 30 years living in Sligo town.

30 or under Over 30 Total
Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage
Protestants born 163 44 208 56 371 100
outside Free State
Total Protestants 613 60 402 40 1,015 100
born in Sligo town
Protestants livingin 956 55 794 45 1,750 100
Sligo town
Source: Manuscript census returns for Co. Sligo, 1911 (N.A.l., 1911 Census: Microfilm, S.C.L., M.F./R. 35-
45).

The total bom outside the 26 counties that later constituted the Irish Free State was 371,
this represented twenty-one per cent of all the Protestants in Sligo town recorded in the 1911
census. In 1911 the total number of Catholics in Sligo town bom outside the 26 counties
was 689. The total Catholic population of Sligo town in 1911 was 9,408 and the 689
represented seven percent ofthe total Catholic population of Sligo town.4/

Of the 371 Protestants bom outside the 26 counties 163 were 30 years old or under,
which represented nine per cent of all the Protestants in the Borough of Sligo in 1911, and
these younger people may have been more inclined to emigrate as they were younger and

could start over again in Northern Ireland or Britain where they may have had an original

4] Census oflreland, 1911, Province o fConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XX|V, P. 65.
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connection. 613 ofthe 1,015 Protestants who gave their birthplace as Sligo were 30 years
old or under in 1911, representing sixty per cent of the Protestants bom in Sligo. 956 of the
1,750 Protestants in the Borough of Sligo were 30 years old or younger, representing fifty-
five per cent of the total Protestant population and someone who was in their teens in 1911
would have been in their twenties in 1921 at the height of the revolutionary period and may
have possessed the necessary energy, resources, skills and motivation to move and make a

fresh start in either Northern Ireland or Britain.

Table 1.23: No. of Protestants and their families in selected government professions in Sligo town, 1911.

Profession Individuals Individuals plus family

R.I.C. 14 40

Prison Service 8 33

Army 9 31

Navy 5 21

Civil Servants 9 15

Total 45 140

Source: Manuscript census returns for Co. Sligo, 1911 (N.A.l., 1911 Census: Microfilm, S.C.L., M.F./R. 35-
45).

Younger Protestants, and those who had been bom in Britain or Northern Ireland may
have felt more inclined to emigrate. However, it is also reasonable to suggest that the
departure of a number of Protestants living in Sligo town in 1911 who were employed in
British government jobs such as the R.I.C., the prison service, the civil service and the
military, contributed to the decline experienced within the Protestant population of Sligo
town in the period from 1911 to 1926. If we take a look at the numbers we find that
fourteen Protestant R.I1.C. men lived in Sligo town in 1911 and if we include their wives and
children, then this figure rises to forty.

When it comes to military personnel, there were fourteen Protestants in the army or navy
living in Sligo town in 1911 and fifty-two in all, if we include their families. Form H was
returned for the Strand Barrack on Barrack Street in Sligo town. However, no soldiers were
present in the barracks on the night of Sunday 2 April 1911. They may have been on
manoeuvres, training in another location or temporarily reassigned. In 1914 the Strand
Barrack was the only military base in Sligo town and was capable of accommodating seven

officers and ninety non-commissioned officers and privates.s

1BJohn C. McTeman, In Sligo long ago (Dublin, 1998), p. 20.
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Eight Protestant prison officers were stationed at Sligo Gaol, and thirty-three if their
families are included in the numbers. In all a total of 140 Protestant R.I.C., prison staff,
civil servants and military personnel and their families lived in Sligo town in 1911, and
since the Protestant population of Sligo town in 1911 was 1,750, this represented eight per
cent of the total Protestant population of Sligo town at the time, and if they all left in the
period from 1919 to 1926, then this would have contributed to the reduction of Protestant
numbers in Sligo town.

The impact of casualties in the First World War is another factor that may have
accounted for the decline in the Protestant population of Sligo town in the period 1911 to
1926 and this subject will be analysed in more detail in chapter two. However, a total of
426 servicemen from the county and town of Sligo were killed in the war and of these 250
were from Sligo town and 176 were from the county.® A total of forty-three of the 250 men
form Sligo town were Protestant, while 207 were Catholic. Ofthe 176 servicemen from the
county of Sligo who died in the war, an estimated twenty-seven of them were Protestant,
while 149 were Catholic.® So it is unlikely that the loss of seventy Protestants had a
significant impact on the Protestant population of Sligo town and county.

Some evidence from local newspapers and vestry minute books from the large St John’s
Church of Ireland parish in Sligo town suggests that the Protestant Churches in Sligo
weathered reasonably well the turbulent years from 1919 to 1923. Reports on church
activities from the Sligo Independent in the years 1922 and 1923 make the point that the
various Protestant Churches in Sligo town were experiencing good attendances at services
and their finances were in a healthy position. In February 1922 at the *Sligo Presbyterian
Congregational Social’ it was reported that “finance was in a flourishing condition’.8 In
addition to quite a number of visitors from other churches, ‘there was a large attendance of
members of the congregation, including practically all the young people of the Church’.2
Rev Moore, at the outset ofthe proceedings, expressed the ‘great pleasure it gave him to see
such a large attendance ofthe congregation’.33 Thomas Stevenson, a local businessman and
an elder in the Presbyterian church argued that ‘he did not think they could find in any other
church a more harmonious and zealous session than they had in Sligo. Speaking in a
general way, the attendance at the church services every Sabbath had kept up well and he
£|Sbld 27 Dec. 1919; 8 Oct. 1921; 27 Oct. 1928; 3 Nov. 1928; 17 Nov. 1928; 13 Sept. 1947.

1d.

8 Ibid., 11 Feb. 1922.
2 Ibid.
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challenged any other congregation of their size in the whole General Assembly to beat their
subscriptions this year, which showed an increase of £70 on pre-war collections’. 5

In February 1923, at the ‘Annual Reunion of Sligo Presbyterians and Friends’, it was
reported that the church’s funds were in a healthy situation and ‘in addition to the good
attendance ofthe congregation - both old and young - there was a larger number than usual
of friends from the other different Churches in the town’.% In March 1923 the Sligo
Methodist Church reported a ‘successful congregational social’ and a ‘gratifying financial
report’ with a credit of £45.% In reports from the vestry minute book of St John’s parish,
which covered most of Sligo town, record that in April 1921 ‘many [were] still attending
and participating in church activities’,5% Later that year in it was noted that the parish was in
a good financial position, with a sum of over £300 received in the first ten months of 1921
which included over £76 in increased subscriptions from old vestry members and a healthy
£77 plus from new subscribers.8B In early March 1922 new members joined the church
bringing ‘the total number of registered vestry men and vestry women up to approximately
200 as against 118 last year’.® Eight more members must have joined the church, as twelve
months later it was reported that ‘twenty-two names of persons who left the parish were
entered into rent during the past year were taken off the list and a like number of new
members added making the total 208, exactly [the] same as last year’.@® In March of 1924 St
John’s parish had lost twenty-one vestrymen and women but had gained seven, making a
total of 194,68 which was not a large reduction over an unsettling period for Protestants in
Ireland and Sligo town. Peter Hart has estimated from the records of Protestant Sunday
services in Co. Cork, that two-thirds ofthe decline in the Protestant population took place in
the years 1921 and 1922.&@

From the census returns in 1911 for the Borough of Sligo town all but five individuals
were either Protestant or Catholic. The five individuals who were Jewish were males

ranging from twenty-two to forty-nine years old. Of the five, two were married and the

S Ibid.

% Ibid., 24 Feb. 1923.

5% Ibid., 10 Mar. 1923.

57 Vestry Minute Book, St. John's Parish, Sligo, 14 Apr. 1921 (R.C.B.L., Vestry Minute Book).
3BS.1., 27 Oct. 1921.

P Ibid., 2 Mar. 1922.

& Ibid., 3 Mar. 1923.

6l Ibid., 21 Mar. 1924,

& Peter Hart, The L.LR.A. at war 1916-1923 (Oxford, 2003), pp 225-6.
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three others were single, one was a bank official, there was one shopkeeper, one
cabinetmaker, one furniture manufacturer and one was a music teacher.

The published returns of the 1911 census listed occupations according to religious
profession and they were divided into six classes: professional class, domestic class,
commercial class, agricultural class, industrial class, indefinite or non-productive class, and
sub-divided into eighteen orders and further divided into over eighty sub-orders. The
tabulators of the 1911 census didn’t record the occupations of Protestants in Sligo town in
1911. However, what was done in table X X1 for Co. Sligo was list the total number of those
males and females under twenty and over twenty years in Sligo urban area in each
occupational category.6 What | noted from the 1911 Sligo manuscript returns was how
many Protestants were in each of the occupational categories and then | subtracted them
from the totals in each category and this allowed me to discover the number of Catholics
employed in each profession and the percentage of Protestants, | selected some of the
categories which can be seen in table 1.24 and 1.25 ofthe attached appendix H. In the text
below the total number of Protestants and Catholics employed in the various professions has
been included in brackets.

In 1911 Protestants in Sligo accounted for 43 per cent of those employed in the higher
civil service posts such as officers and clerks, which amounted to 13 out of 30. Protestant
males weren’t represented at all in the lower civil service posts such as messengers, which
seemed to be dominated by Catholics. Protestants accounted for 46 per cent of prison
officers (13) and 37 per cent of those on the police force (35). Protestants accounted for a
lower percentage of local and county officials at 12 per cent and this could be interpreted as
the result of the impact of the 1898 Local Government Act, which gave Catholics a greater
chance of patronage for local government positions.

In the legal profession Protestant males accounted for 57 per cent of all barristers (7) and
solicitors and a high 71 per cent of law clerks and others connected with the law (17).
When it came to the medical profession Protestants made up 55 per cent of physicians and
surgeons (11), and Protestants accounted for 25 per cent of dentists (12). 50 per cent of
medical students were Protestant and the 2 Catholic medical students were under twenty
years (4). Protestant males accounted for a high 42 per cent in the teaching profession (26)

and a half of civil engineers (6).

@ Census o fireland, 1911, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, tahle XXI, pp 61-3.
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22 Catholics were employed in the ‘hospital and institution service’ category while no
Protestants were. Protestants accounted for a very high 78 per cent of all merchants (23) in
Sligo town and 80 per cent of accountants (5). 20 Protestant males listed their occupation as
relating to the bank service (24), which accounts for a very high 83 per cent of all males in
bank service who were living in Sligo in 1911. There were 3 bank managers, 1 financier, 1
commercial banker, 7 bank officials, 1 ofwhom was under twenty years, 7 bank clerks, and
1 cashier. Only 1 ofthe 6 involved in the insurance service was Protestant, accounting for
17 per cent of the total.

A low 6 per cent of those employed as railway engine drivers (36) and stokers were
Protestant. However, Protestants accounted for a high 30 per cent of those who were
employed as railway officials and servants (33). Only 1ofthe 71 carmen, carriers or carters
or draymen was Protestant, but 3 out of the 5 motor car drivers or chauffeurs were
Protestants and of the 40 men involved as messengers, porters and watchmen not in railway
or government service only one was Protestant representing 3 per cent of the total.

Protestant farmers seemed to predominate within the Borough of Sligo town and 59 per
cent of farmers (41) were Protestant. There were no Protestant bailiffs, agricultural
labourers, cottagers, shepherds or indoor farm servants and no Protestants were recorded as
working with animals listed in the census. 42 per cent of watch/clockmakers (12) living in
Sligo town in 1911 were Protestant. Of the trades, only 7 per cent of carpenters (97) and
masons (30) were Protestant. All 11 plasters were Catholic. However, 32 per cent of
plumbers (19) and 23 per cent of painters (57) were Protestant. Protestants accounted for a
very high 47 per cent of all chemists or druggists (17). 4 per cent of those involved in
boarding and lodging (56), and 3 per cent of butchers (30) were Protestant.

In Sligo town a high percentage of bakers, confectioners and grocers were Protestant,
with Protestants accounting for 33 per cent of bakers (46), 60 per cent of confectioners (5)
and 39 per cent ofgrocers (69). At 53 per cent, over halfthe drapers (77) in the Borough of
Sligo were Protestants. None ofthe 14 men involved in stone, clay and road making were
Protestant. 32 per cent of those listed as shopkeepers (76) were Protestant. Catholic
dominance in the category of ‘general labourers’ was shown by the statistic that a low 4 per
cent of the general labourers (884) were Protestant. Overall Protestants were highly
represented in the skilled occupations and professions, while they accounted for a very
small proportion of those employed in the unskilled occupations. This could be explained

by the fact that Protestants had greater access to education because of their more
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comfortable financial situation and their greater connections in the world of commerce and
industry.

When it came to the occupations of Protestant females in the Borough of Sligo town in
1911, 6 out of 6 of the civil service officers and clerks were Protestant, but all 5 local or
county officials were Catholic. Protestants accounted for just over a quarter of females
involved in the medical profession (53), all as nurses, while they made up 11 per cent of
those employed in domestic service (483). Protestants females accounted for a very high 65
per cent of commercial clerks (43). No Protestant females were recorded as being involved
in farming within the urban area of Sligo while 8 Catholic females were and no Protestant
females were publishers, booksellers, librarians or bookbinders while they accounted for 38
per cent of those involved in drapery (34).

21 per cent of milliners and dressmakers (196) living in Sligo town were Protestant,
while Protestant females accounted for 16 per cent of the total persons involved in the dress
industry (277). Ofthe 8 stationers, 5 were Protestant, which was very high representing 63
per cent of the total. Ofthe 41 females involved as general shopkeepers or pawnbrokers
nineteen were Protestants representing 46 per cent of the total involved. Ofthe 20 females
involved as mechanics and labourers only 1 was a Protestant, which represented 5 per cent
of the total involved in this category. Overall when it came to female occupations in Sligo
town in 1911, a large percentage of Protestant females were employed in skilled
occupations and the professions.

The manuscript household returns for 1911 were also useful for analysing information
relating to Catholics and Protestant nurses and domestic servants employed Protestant
businesses and homes in Sligo town. From the manuscript material relating to the Borough
of Sligo town in 1911, it was found that 172 Catholic females worked as domestic servants
or nurses in 117 Protestant homes, businesses and hotels. 15 Catholics were recorded as
working in 3 different hotels in the town, while 38 Protestants worked as domestic servants,
nurses and governesses in 31 separate houses and there were 6 houses where both Catholic
and Protestant servants worked together.

4 Catholic nurses and nursemaids were employed to care for Protestant children and
older people in their houses, and 3 Protestant governesses and 2 Protestant nurses worked in
five separate Protestant households. Some Protestant businesses employed Catholics and
from the manuscript returns 1 found that 2 Catholics worked in a Protestant stationery

business, 2 Catholics were employed in a general store and five were recorded as working in
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two different drapery businesses. 22 Protestant owned businesses and shops had 80
Protestant apprentices living in. These included apprentices, milliners, dressmakers,
drapers, grocers, bakers, shop assistants and sales people.

Greater income and ability to secure greater access to education was a strong factor in
the predominance of Protestants in the better paid jobs, and it can be seen from information
in the 1911 manuscript census retuns for Sligo that there was a high proportion of
Protestants employed in the professions. Protestants also stayed for a longer period within
the education system and therefore possessed the necessary skills and education levels to
secure quite good employment in Ireland. In table 1.26 below from the 1911 census, the
illiteracy rate in Sligo town stood at 11.2 per cent for the Catholic population of nine years
and over. For Protestant Episcopalians the rate of illiteracy was a much lower 1.8 per cent
while all Presbyterians, Methodists and members of other denominations, who were 9 year

old or over were literate.

Table 1.26: Religious professions and Degrees of Elementary Education in Sligo Urban District, 1911.
Other
Roman Protestant Religious
Total Catholic  Episcopalian Presbyterian Methodist Den.

Population at all ages 11,163 9,408 1,152 286 153 164
Read and write 8,589 7,008 1,028 265 138 150
Read only 281 266 1 3 0 1
Balance of population 2,293 2,134 113 18 15 13

Population 9 years and

over 9,202 7,679 998 257 131 146
Number of Illiterate 880 862 18 0 0 0
Proportion per cent 9.6 11.2 1.8 0 0 0

Source: Census o flreland, 1911, Province ofConnaught, Co. Sligo, table XXXIII, p. 78.

The government manuscript census returns are not available yet for 1926 and it is
impossible to compare the 1911 returns with them. However, in tables 1.27 and 1.28 in
appendix Il which contains information from the published reports of the 1926 census lists
the number of males and females by religion in each occupation for the Irish Free State, it
can be observed that Protestants in 1926 predominated in many of the most highly skilled

professions. This was out of proportion to the percentage of all Protestants which stood at
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7.3 per cent in the 26 counties and was 9.9 per cent in Sligo town in 1926.64 As can be
noted from table 1.27 in appendix Il, the Protestant percentage of bank officials in 1926 in
the 26 counties was very high at 52 per cent, the percentage of Protestant employers,
managers and foremen of printers, bookbinders and photographers stood at 43 per cent. In
1926 Protestant males accounted for 40 per cent or more of navigating or engineering
officers, heads of commercial sections of businesses, insurance clerks and chartered
accountants. 30 per cent of the employers, managers and foremen of textile workers and 30
per cent of shopkeepers and managers of chemist shops and Protestant males still amounted
to 22 per cent of shopkeepers and managers in hardware. Protestants accounted for only 7
per cent of all those males employed above the age of 12, and, as table 1.27, in appendix I,
shows that Protestants in 1926 were still dominating some of the most highly skilled
professions in Ireland, out of all proportion to their numbers in society at large.®

The 1936 census shows that the percentage of Protestant males employed as bank
officials was 44 per cent which was still very high in proportion to their numbers in the
country, which stood at 6.4 per cent of the total population and Protestant males accounted
for 6 per cent of the total occupied people aged 14 years and over.® Protestant males
accounted for 43 per cent of navigating and engineering officers in 1936 and 49 per cent of
the heads of commercial sections of businesses. As can be noted from table 1.27 in
appendix Il Protestant males accounted for over 30 per cent of the professional occupations
of employers, insurance clerks, chartered accountants, brewery clerks, bank clerks,
auctioneers and employers and foremen of printers, bookbinders and photographers. In the
skilled occupations of watch and clock makers and repairers they were 32 per cent.
Protestant males were also very strongly represented in the professions of chemists,
solicitors and barristers, commercial travellers, civil engineers and surveyors, all above 20
per cent. They were underrepresented in the lower paid occupations of tailors, tailors
machinists at 2 per cent, and as bricklayers, at 3 per cent, plasterers, 3 per cent and masons,
2 per cent and engine drivers at 4 per cent.&

From table 1.27 in appendix Il the 1946 census shows that Protestant males made up 5.6

per cent of the total population of southern Ireland and Protestant males accounted for 5 per

& Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part I, table 17, pp 114-129.
& Ibid.
6 Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1936, vol. Ill, part I, table 16, pp 116-131.
67 Ibid.
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cent of the working population, 14 years and over.8 Protestant males were still highly
represented at 30 per cent or over in the higher income occupations of bank officials and
bank clerks, navigating and engineering officers and the employers and foremen of printers,
bookbinders and photographers. In the professions, occupations of auctioneers, insurance
officials and clerks and accountants, Protestant males amounted to 20 per cent or more ofall
males employed in these occupations. They were still underrepresented in the lower paid
trades of carpenters, at 4 per cent, bricklayers, at 3 per cent, plasterers, at 2 per cent and
masons, at 2 per cent and engine drivers, at 3 per cent.®

From table 1.28 in appendix Il it can be seen that in 1926 Protestant females accounted
for 7 per cent of the total occupied persons 12 years or over.©® The Protestant females
tended to be well represented in the more skilled professions of music teachers, at 31 per
cent, photographers, at 21 per cent, as nurses, at 15 per cent and midwives, at 14 per cent.
14 per cent were employed as telephone operators and 13 per cent in the civil service. They
were slightly underrepresented in the lower paid professions of tailors’ machinists, at 3 per
cent, workers and makers of paper and cardboard, at 2 per cent, as domestic servants, at 5
per cent and as charwomen and office cleaners, at 4 per cent. 7.

In 1936, Protestant females accounted for 6 per cent oftotal occupied persons of 14 years
and over.2 Table 1.28 in appendix Il shows that Protestant women were well represented in
the better paid jobs, such as music teachers, at 19 per cent, and teachers generally, at 13 per
cent, photographers, at 18 per cent. 15 per cent of shop assistants in hardware and 12 per
cent of nurses were Protestant. In the lower paid occupations Protestant women were quite
underrepresented, for example they accounted for 4 per cent of dressmakers, 4 per cent of
sewers and sewing machinists, 4 per cent of domestic servants and 3 per cent of charwomen
and office cleaners.B

Table 1.28 in appendix Il shows that in 1946 the percentage of Protestant women 14
years and older who were in employment fell to 5 per cent.7L However, they were still well
represented in the hardware profession, at 12 per cent, as teachers, at 11 per cent, as music
teachers at 17 per cent and managers of general drapery stores, at 10 per cent and as

assistants in general drapery, at 10 per cent. They were underrepresented in manual and

8 Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1946, vol. 1l, table 13A & 13B, pp 196-209.

0 Ibid.
70 Census o fPopulation o flreland, 1926, vol. Ill, part I, table 17, pp 114-129.
71 1bid.
72Census o fPopulation oflreland, 1936, vol. Ill, part I, table 16, pp 116-131.
73 1bid.

7ACensus o fPopulation oflreland, 1946, vol. Il table 13A & 13B, pp 196-209
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lower paid jobs such as dressmakers, at 2 per cent, domestic servants, at 3 per cent and
charwomen and office cleaners, at 3 per cent.®

W. B. Stanford has maintained in Faith and faction in Ireland that in the period
following the establishment of the Free State the government did all it could to prevent
discrimination when it came to the appointment of people for central government posts ‘but
the same cannot be said for some of the local government bodies and semi-state firms’.®
However, with the poor condition of the economy in the 1930s and 1940s, Catholics on a
whole faced more competition than Protestants for available jobs, especially in light of the
fact that Protestant schools had close associations and connections with Protestant family
run firms.77 Kennedy has argued in The Irish: emigration, marriage and fertility that
Protestant influence in several professions allowed them to continue to give preferential
treatment to their co-religionists in hiring and promotions.®B Chapter five on economics will
investigate preferential employment in Protestant firms in Sligo town in more detail.

However, it is also possible that some younger Protestants emigrated and maybe young
Protestants in Sligo town and those with previous connections with Britain or Northern
Ireland may have seen emigration as a better option. It is also possible that the emigration
ofa number ofthose Protestants employed in British government jobs such as the R.1.C., the
prison service, the civil service and the military, in Sligo town in 1911 negatively affected
their numbers in the 1926 census.

In the period from 1911 to 1926 the three main Protestant denominations experienced a
significant decline in both the urban and especially the rural areas of Sligo. However,
information from local newspapers and Church of Ireland vestry minute books suggests that
members of St John’s Church of Ireland parish in Sligo did not leave the town in very large
numbers in the period from 1919 to 1923.

It was noticed that the number of Protestants declined by a third in the period from 1911
to 1926 and this was found to be true for Sligo town as well. However, from 1911 to 1946,
the percentage of Protestants in Sligo town was always higher than for the 26 counties in the
same period. A comparison of Sligo town with four other Connacht towns of Galway,
Tuam, Castlebar and Boyle in the period from 1911 to 1946 has proved that a drastic drop in
the Protestant population in the five towns did occur between the 1911 and the 1926 census.
7 Ibid.

BW. B. Stanford, Faith andfaction in Ireland (Dublin, 1946), p. 21.
77 Terence Brown, ‘Religious minorities in the Irish Free State and the Republic of Ireland (1922-1995)’, in,

Forumfor Peace and Reconciliation. Building Trust in Ireland: Studies (Belfast, 1996), p. 223.
MBRobert E. Kennedy, The Irish (Berkeley, 1973), pp 131-2.
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However, although the numbers of Protestants fell in Sligo town, the Protestant population
always remained higher in Sligo town than in any of the other four other Connacht towns.
The same was found to be true in a comparison of the Protestant decline in the five
Connacht counties of Sligo, Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon and Galway during the period
from 1911 to 1946. The Protestant populations in all five counties experienced a decline,
especially in the period 1911-26. However, Co. Sligo, with the largest percentage of
Protestants of all the Connacht counties in 1911, experienced the smallest percentage drop
in the Protestant population during this period and the decline was less than the drop in
Protestant numbers in the 26 counties.

It was also discovered that in Ireland and Co. Sligo both Protestants and Catholics in the
age groups of 20 to 24, 25 to 34, and 35 to 44 experienced large-scale emigration in the
period 1926 to 1936. However, in the 15 to 19 age bracket in Co. Sligo, Catholic numbers
fell by a larger percentage than Protestant figures and in the 10 to 14 age cohort Protestant
numbers increased by a greater percentage than Catholic numbers. In Co. Sligo and Ireland
it would seem that a good number of individual Protestants emigrated during the period
1926-36.

A dramatic decline was found within the three age cohorts 0f 20 to 24, 25 to 29 and 30 to
34 years for Catholics and Protestants in the 1946 census figures for Co. Sligo and Ireland.
However, as in the period 1926-36, an increase in Protestants aged 10 to 14 years in Co.
Sligo indicated that Protestant family groups were not emigrating. This could suggest that
many individual Protestants emigrated to Britain to take advantage of the greater economic
opportunities to be found there during the Second World War.

The people emigrating seemed to have been young Protestant males and females and in
Co. Sligo and Ireland it was found that in the period 1926 to 1946 Protestant women had
fewer children but proportionately there were few Protestant women within the population
able to have children as time went on. In the period 1926-46 it was found that the
proportion of people 65 years and more was higher for the Protestant population than it was
for the Catholic in Co. Sligo. The combination of lower birth rates and the higher
emigration of young Protestants resulted in an older and aging Protestant population in Co.
Sligo.

With less Protestants left in Sligo and Ireland, many Protestant men and women married
Catholics. As we have seen, although the Ne temere decree did not insist that mixed

marriage couples raise their children as Catholic, in Ireland there appeared to have been a
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strict enforcement by local clergy of what they believed the Ne temere decree should mean,
and this meant that in Catholic-Protestant marriages the offspring would more than likely be
brought up as Catholics. The Ne temere decree was a factor in the decline of the Protestant
population in Ireland. However, even before the Ne temere decree of 1908 all the offspring
of Protestant-Catholic mixed marriages in Sligo town were being raised as Catholics.

The 1911 census material on Sligo town indicates that Protestants were very well
represented in the skilled occupations and professions, while proportionately more Catholics
were employed in the unskilled occupations. Much of this can be explained by the fact that
Protestants had greater access to and spent longer periods of time in education.
Proportionately more Protestants were in a financially comfortable situation than Catholics
and could therefore afford to send their children to second and third level education. Also it
would seem, as a result of school, social and work connections, Protestants were also able to
obtain important posts in the world of commerce and industry and this is a point that | wish
to develop in more detail when | examine Protestant businesses in Sligo town in chapter
five. In 1926 Protestant men and women were still dominating some of the most highly
skilled professions in Ireland, out of all proportion to their numbers in society at large, and

this situation was also observed in the 1936 and 1946 censuses.
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Chapter Two: The First World War

This chapter explores Protestant participation and experiences during First World War and
examines the various political and semi-political organisations in Sligo and some of the
prominent people involved. An important part of the study will include Protestant
opposition to Home Rule in the immediate period before the First World War and how this
developed during the war. The form of unionist opposition to Home Rule in Sligo and the
determination of the Sligo unionist population in opposing the Third Home Rule Bill will
also be assessed in the first part ofthis chapter.

Patrick Buckland has maintained that until the outbreak of the First World War unionists
in Connacht, Leinster and Munster were fiercely opposed to Home Rule.1 However, he
argues that after 1914 southern unionist opposition to Home Rule was less determined, as
they ‘became less suspicious of Irish nationalists and nationalism and increasingly
disillusioned with the union and the British connection’.2 Buckland’s analysis indicates that
unionist organisations cannot be studied in isolation and so an investigation of the nature of
nationalism and nationalist organisations in Sligo is necessary. Was there was any
interaction between unionists and nationalists in Sligo? Did they cooperate during the war,
and if they did, how did this co-operation impact on both sides? Did both communities
become closer because of their shared experience of the war or were fundamental
differences between both groups merely lying just under the surface?

In the years before the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, most of the Protestant
population of Sligo town and county were campaigning in defence of the union between
Ireland and Britain. The Protestant population of Sligo was more of a community than a
class and many of the middle-class and lower-class Protestants that lived in Sligo town
worked on a day-to-day basis with Catholics and the well-established Protestant merchant
community were dependent on Catholics for a large majority of their business. The wealthy
Protestant landowning class in the country areas was possibly in a slightly better position to
isolate themselves from the Catholic community. However, for all Protestants in Sligo,
their respective churches proved to be the most important for fostering community spirit and
whatever their class status the majority of Sligo Protestants were unionist and were opposed

to the Third Home Rule Bill. Before the First World War political beliefs in Ireland were

1Patrick Buckland, Irish Unionism 1 (Dublin, 1972), p. 341,
2 Ibid.
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closely associated with religious persuasion and a ‘rejection of unionism by a Protestant was
socially as suicidal as that of nationalism by a Catholic’.3

The Third Home Rule Bill allowed Ireland only a small amount of local autonomy within
the United Kingdom, and the Imperial parliament in London would still control defence and
foreign affairs. However, unionists were concerned that a Dublin parliament, dominated by
Catholic nationalists, would threaten the religious and economic freedoms of Irish
Protestants. The Irish Unionist Party and the 1.U.A. represented unionists in Ireland and led
opposition to the bill. The LLU.A. had succeeded the Irish Loyal and Patriotic Union
(I.LL.P.U.) in 1891 and as the Protestant population in the 26 counties of southern Ireland,
which was later to become the Irish Free State, was only just over ten per cent, most of the
local branches in southern Ireland were more ‘propagandist rather than electoral
organisations’.4 How organised was the unionist population of Sligo when it came to
opposition to the Third Home Rule Bill?

In January 1912 unionist women in Sligo took the first steps to form a local organisation
to campaign against the Third Home Rule Bill and formed the Sligo Women’s Unionist
Association, as part ofthe I.LU.A., in Markree Castle with Miss Elsie Fowler as the honorary
secretary. Two months later on 8 March, over 700 unionists, mostly women, held a meeting
in Sligo Town Hall, where they endorsed their loyalty to the union.5 On 22 June 1912 a
meeting of Sligo unionists against Home Rule was held in the town hall. One of the main
reasons for the meeting was ‘to remove the impression that exists on the other side of the
channel that outside Ulster there is no real and solid opposition to Home Rule’.6

At the meeting, the chairman, Major Charles Kean O’Hara (1860-1947) criticised the
Ulster unionists for viewing Home Rule as a threat to them only and he argued that unionist
opposition to Home Rule was just as strong in Sligo and the rest of Ireland as it was in
Ulster.7 O’Hara quoted a pledge made by Ulster unionists on 17 June 1892, at the time of
the Second Home Rule Bill, promising cooperation with unionists in the south and west of
Ireland in their resistance to Home Rule. O’Hara publicly maintained that he was sure that
Ulster unionists would not withdraw their support for unionists in the south and he urged the

gathered crowd to ‘prove ourselves worthy of their support’.8 Privately O’Hara may have

3David Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life, 1913-1921 (Dublin, 1977), p. 47.
41bid., p. 49.

5S.1., 16 Mar. 1912.

61bid., 29 June 1912.

7 1bid.

8 lbid.
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had doubts regarding long-term support from the Ulster unionists for the scattered southern
unionist population. However, he could not afford to publicly express his doubts, as it
would have undermined the unionist movement in Sligo.

Major O’Hara was one of the largest Protestant landowners in Co. Sligo, and in 1876 his
family owned over 21,000 acres of land at Annaghmore.9 His military career began in 1881
when he joined the Sligo Militia and held a commission in the York and Lancaster
Regiment. In 1883 O’Hara contested a by-election in Co. Sligo as a Liberal-Conservative,
calling on the ‘support ofthe men of Sligo of every class and creed’.10 However, he lost out
by 500 votes to Nicholas Lynch of Dublin, a nationalist candidate. In 1886 he was selected
for the office of High Sheriff of Co. Sligo and in 1902 he was made His Majesty’s
Lieutenant (H.M.L.) for Co. Sligo. O’Hara was a prominent member of the 1.U.A. and had
opposed the introduction ofthe First and Second Home Rule Bills. 1l

Only in Ulster where the majority of Irish unionists lived was there any real hope of
forming firm electoral opposition to Home Rule and as long as the southern unionists were
able to combine their struggle with Ulster unionists they could at least remain optimistic that
Home Rule could be defeated. Irish unionists had only two representatives (elected by
Trinity College Dublin) at Westminster in 1912. However, the isolated and dispersed
southern unionists were effective lobbyists for the unionist cause, and they were determined
to continue their opposition to Home Rule. The Protestant Churches in Sligo and southern
Ireland generally did not become as involved in the political opposition to Home Rule as the
Protestant Churches did in Ulster and the main goal ofthe southern unionist movement was,
according to David Fitzpatrick, ‘to whip up active support for the cause among dormant
sympathisers in Ulster and, even more, in Britain’.12 It remained to be seen how far Ulster
unionists would go to associate themselves with southern unionists.

Major Bryan Cooper (1884-1930) also spoke at the meeting of Sligo unionists on 22 June
1912, arguing that Protestant unionists would find it impossible to live in Ireland under a
Home Rule administration. He believed that Home Rule would simply lead to more and

more demands for greater Irish independence which would result in a continuous conflict

90wners of Land of one acre and upwards in Co. Sligo, 1876 (S.C.L., Miscellaneous Lists, LIS 028); Return
o fowners ofland ofone acre and upwards, in the several counties, counties o fcities, and counties o ftowns in
Ireland, [C 1492], H.C. 1876, Ixxx, 322.

10John C. McTeman, Worthies o fSligo (Sligo, 1994), p. 304.

1 Ibid., pp 302-6.

12 David Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life, 1913-1921 (Dublin, 1977), p. 51.
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between Britain and Ireland.13 Bryan Cooper was a typical example of many unionists from
the south and west of Ireland at the time. He was a member of a large Protestant
landowning family with over 34,000 acres based at Markree Castle in Co. Sligo.4 Cooper
was a prominent and very active member ofthe 1.LU.A. and from 1912 to 1914 he was both
president and honorary secretary of the junior branch of the LLU.A. in Sligo. Until
December 1910 he had also been an M.P. representing south County Dublin, and had
campaigned vigorously in both Britain and Ireland against the Third Home Rule Bill.15

Other prominent Sligo Protestant unionists who spoke at the meeting on 29 June 1912
were Charles Graham, a businessman who operated a large hardware store in Sligo town,
Arthur Jackson, a large businessman, Sir Malby Crofton, a landowner and Philip Dudley
Perceval, a large landowner of Temple House and Hazelwood in Co. Sligo.6 All men
stressed the economic benefits offered by the Union and argued that Home Rule would
bring more unnecessary taxation.I7 In August 1912 Sligo unionists formed a junior branch
of the .LU.A. and by February 1914 membership of the branch stood at 331 bringing the
total membership ofthe I.U.A. in Sligo to over 3,000.8

Charles O’Hara, Bryan Cooper and Philip Perceval led the Sligo resistance to Home Rule
and throughout 1913 and in early 1914 they organised meetings all over Co. Sligo protesting
against Home Rule. On 9 June 1913 a large gathering of Sligo unionists took place in
Collooney, Co. Sligo. At this meeting Charles O’Hara and Bryan Cooper argued that Home
Rule would bankrupt Ireland while Philip Perceval maintained that unionism in Ireland was
still a powerful and growing political force in the country.19

Cooper and Perceval were also active in representing Sligo unionists on the national
stage. Atthe end of November 1913 Andrew Bonar Law, the leader ofthe Unionist Party in
the House of Commons, along with Sir Edward Carson, leader of the Irish Unionist Party
addressed unionists from the south and west of Ireland at a large meeting in Dublin.D The

primary purpose of the meeting appeared to be to reassure unionists outside Ulster that the

13S.1., 29 June 1912.

l40wners of Land of one acre and upwards in Co. Sligo, 1876 (S.C.L., Miscellaneous Lists, LIS 028); Return
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unionists in the rest of the United Kingdom were firmly behind them.2 Thirty-nine local
unionist groups were represented at the meeting which included the Sligo branch
represented by Philip Perceval and Bryan Cooper. Cooper addressed the meeting before the
arrival of Sir Edward Carson and assured the gathered crowd of the opposition of Sligo
unionists to Home Rule.2 The Sligo Champion edition of 29 November 1913 was keen to
list the twenty-seven prominent unionist businessmen from Sligo who signed an address at
the unionist rally in Dublin condemning in particular the financial aspects of Home Rule.3
The Sligo Independent editorial of 6 December 1913 defended the Sligo unionists for
signing the document against Home Rule arguing that it was a criticism of the cost of Home
Rule to Ireland and not an insult to the nationalists of Sligo.24 However, the editorial went
on to condemn nationalist groups in Sligo for encouraging their members to ‘take note’ of
the unionist signatories and called on nationalists to respect the opinions of their political
opponents, arguing that all should be allowed to express their views without ‘covert
threats’.5 It appeared that Sligo unionists were organised and obviously very resolute in
their opposition to Home Rule but were they able to secure any electoral support for their

cause?

Map of Co. Sligo Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries in 1914.

Source: Michael Farry, Sligo 1914-1921: a chronicle ofconflict (Trim, 1994), p. 4.

Sligo unionists, given their smaller numbers, found it impossible to secure representation

at national level and, as David Fitzpatrick has argued ‘by 1914 Irish unionists, except in

21 Ibid.

2 Ibid.
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Ulster, Britain and the cities had lost almost all political influence’.% At the general election
in December 1910 Ireland returned 103 M.P.s from 101 constituencies. Eighty-three
nationalists and twenty unionists represented Irish interests at Westminster.  Most
nationalists belonged to the Irish Parliamentary Party (I.P.P.) under the leadership of John
Redmond.Z Of the twenty unionist M.P.s only two were from southern Ireland and these
were elected by Trinity College Dublin, the rest were elected from Ulster constituencies.B
The prominent Sligo unionist Bryan Cooper had been M.P. for the constituency of south
County Dublin from January to December 1910, when he lost his seat to William Francis
Cotton ofthe I.P.P.2D

For the purposes of parliamentary elections County Sligo had been divided into two
constituencies in 1881 and from 1885 onwards both had consistently returned nationalist
candidates. In 1914 Thomas Scanlon represented north Sligo and John O’Dowd represented
south Sligo at Westminster and both were loyal supporters ofthe I.P.P.

Thomas Scanlon (1874-1930), ajournalist, lawyer, barrister and magistrate, was bom in
Dumcliffe, Co. Sligo in 1874 and came from a strongly nationalist family. He was educated
at Summerhill College in Sligo and after his final exams he left for Scotland. He worked as
a journalist and a later as a solicitor in Glasgow. On the death of P.A. McHugh in June
1909, Scanlon decided to return to Sligo and ran as a candidate for the I.P.P.3 P.A.
McHugh (1858-1909) had been M.P. for north Leitrim from 1895 to 1906 and north Sligo
from 1906 to 1909 and was the owner of the strongly nationalist and staunchly pro-1.P.P.
Sligo Champion newspaper from 1885 to his death in June 1909.3

John O’Dowd (1856-1937) was bom at Goldfields, Tubbercurry in 1856.2 At an early
age he emigrated to the United States. He continued his education there and returned to
Ireland in 1878, where he established his own business in the village of Bunninadden, south
Co. Sligo. He was actively involved in the Land League, the Home Rule Movement and the
U.lLL. He was a committed nationalist and along with P.A. McHugh he organised

celebration to commemorate the 1798 Rebellion, and he addressed meetings all over Co.

2% David Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish life, 1913-1921 (Dublin, 1977), p. 48.
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2BR.B. McDowell, Crisis and decline (Dublin, 1997), p. 36.

lbid., p. 38.

John C. McTeman, Worthies o fSligo (Sligo, 1994), pp 405-6.

3l John C. McTeman, A Sligo Miscellany (Dublin, 2000), p. 521; ide Ni Liathain, The life and career ofP.A.
McHugh, a north Connacht politician, 1859-1909: afootsoldier o fthe party (Maynooth Studies in Local
History, 23) (Dublin, 1999).

2 John C. McTeman, Worthies o fSligo (Sligo, 1994), p. 397.
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Sligo in relation to this. O’Dowd’s nationalist activities attracted the attention of the British
authorities and in 1881 he was sentenced to six months in prison. In 1898 O’Dowd was
elected to Sligo County Council, representing his native district of Tubbercurry and later
became chairman of the county council. O’Dowd was from south Sligo but he was initially
elected as the I.P.P. M.P. for north Sligo. However, in the general election of 1900, his own
south Sligo constituency elected him as their M.P. and in 1910 his constituents returned him
to Westminster unopposed. O’Dowd was devoted to Irish nationalism and in addition to his
arguments supporting Home Rule in the House of Commons he wrote many nationalist
poems, songs and articles.3

As was the case in the rest of the country, the I.P.P. had ‘no provincial branches, no rank-
and-file party members, no formal hierarchy’.3% The U.I.L. was the principal organising
force for the I.P.P. in the various Irish constituencies. The U.l.L. had been launched in
Westport, Co. Mayo in January 1898 in order to defend the interests of tenant farmers and to
help tenants purchase their lands and to secure their rights.3 However, the U.l.L quickly
realised the importance of becoming involved in local and national politics and the
organisation later established branches around Ireland and organised support for the I.P.P. in
the various constituencies. By January 1914 there were thirty-five U.l.L. branches in Co.
Sligo and Thomas Scanlon was the president ofthe Co. Sligo U.I.L. branch.3%

Map of Co. Sligo United Irish League Branches in 1914,

3Blbid., 397-401.
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The local Catholic clergy in Sligo were heavily involved with the U.l.L. and in many
cases they were presidents of the branches.¥ In January 1914 the following members of the
Catholic clergy were presidents of U.l.L. branches: Rev Michael Doyle, P.P., Ballisodare
and Corhownagh branch, Rev P.J. O’Grady, P.P., Keash branch, Canon B. Quinn,
Ballymote branch, Fr George Coyle, P.P., Geevagh branch, Rev Smallhorne, C.C.,
Knocknarea, Rev P. Butler, C.C., Calry branch, Fr Donlon, P.P., Ballinacarrow, Rev John
McGovern, C.C., Newbridge branch, Rev Canon Daly, C.C., Mullinabreena, Rev Thomas
Kelly, C.C., Glenfame, Rev McGuire, C.C., Killinumery and Rev B. Currid, was the vice-
president ofthe Drumcliff branch.3

David Fitzpatrick has maintained that support of Home Rule was ‘a prerequisite for
election to local bodies’ and membership of the U.L.L. was vital for anyone seeking
election.® Therefore some of the biggest contributors towards U.L.L. funds in Sligo apart
from the local Catholic clergy were farmers, shopkeepers and rural and urban councillors.
In January 1914 some of the main contributors included Rev M.J. Clarke, P.P., Dromore
West, Rev D.J. O’Connor, C.C., Easkey, M. Doyle, P.P., Collooney, John O’Dowd, M.P.,
Thomas Scanlon M.P., John Mulligan, grocer and publican, P. Hargadon, grocer and
publican, J & E.J. Tighe, baker, grocer, wine/spirit and com merchant, Thomas Flanagan,
grocer, wine/spirit merchant, B. McGoldrick, wine and spirit merchant, John Feeney, tailor
and draper, John Feeney, butcher, M. Feeney, ironmonger, Michael Foley, provision
merchants, E. McDonagh, grocer wine and spirit merchant, D. O’Connor, tea, wine and
spirit merchant, T. Flannery, publican, T. Gunning, publican, and the corporation and
county councillors; John Hughes, merchant, Patrick N. White, chemist, John Connolly, John
Jinks, auctioneer, Edward Foley, merchant, J.P. Higgins, merchant, Edward J. O. Cooke,
merchant, John Hennigan, farmer, William Rouse, shopkeeper, Jeremiah Mulrooney,
farmer, Bernard J. Conlon, farmer, Peter Cawley, fanner, W.J. Caffrey, farmer, Patrick

Cummins, farmer, James Flanagan, merchant and farmer and M Gallagher, farmer.4

37 1bid.
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Map of Co. Sligo Ancient Order of Hibernians Divisions in 1914.

Many members of the U.I.L. were also members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians
(A.O.H.), which was an organisation set up to protect and defend the rights of Irish
Catholics. The A.O.H. grew up in opposition to the Protestant Orange Order and both
organisations had their roots in the eighteenth century.4 At the end of the nineteenth
century the A.O.H. was reorganised under its grandmaster Joseph Devlin, an I.P.P. M.P.
from Belfast, and by January 1914 there were twenty-seven A.O.H. branches in Co. Sligo.2
The Catholic clergy and local politicians were also involved in the A.O.H. and there was
much overlap in membership with the U.I.L.

At the beginning of 1914 P. Donlon, a member of Newbridge U.l.L. was president of
Newbridge A.O.H.; Rev Thomas Kelly, C.C., president of Glenfame U.I.L. was also a
member of Glenfame A.O.H. Rev P. Butler, C.C., president of Calry U.l.L. was also a
member of Calry A.O.H. and chaplain of the Sligo town A.O.H. F.J. McDonagh was a
member of both Calry U.l.LL. and A.O.H., county councillor John Hennigan, was the
president of both Drumcliff U.l.L. and A.O.H., P. Lavin, a member of Ballisodare and
Comhownagh U.l.L. was the president of Ballisodare and Comhownagh A.O.H.; county
councillor B.J. Conlon, member of Geevagh U.I.L. was also president of Geevagh A.O.H.;

Henry Reilly, vice president of the north Sligo executive of the U.I.L. was also a prominent

4 F.S.L. Lyons, Ireland since the Famine (London, 1985), p. 262.
2 lbid.; S.C., 31 Jan. 1914.
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Sligo town A.O.H. member. Corporation councillor P.N. White, aldermen Edward Foley,
John Jinks and Daniel O’Donnell were members ofthe Sligo town U.I.L. and A.O.H.8

Another significant political organisation in Sligo in 1914 was the Irish Transport and
General Workers’ Union (I.T.G.W.U.). At the beginning of January 1909 James Larkin
(1874-1947) founded the 1.T.G.W.U. in Dublin to campaign for better pay and working
conditions for dockers, carters and labourers.Z4 In September 1911 a branch of the
.T.G.W.U. was founded in Sligo.% Sligo became one of the first branches established
outside Dublin, along with branches in Belfast, Cork, Wexford and Waterford.4

The Sligo I.T.G.W.U. branch was founded after the Sligo Trades Council, an
organisation which protected skilled, unskilled and craftsmen and had been in existence
since 1895,4 invited Walter Carpenter, a national I.T.G.W.U. organiser, to speak and launch
a branch.8 The immediate circumstances surrounding the launching of the I.T.G.W.U. in
Sligo related to a number of minor labour disputes in the town in the summer of 1911,
which included a strike by workers at the Sligo Gas Company, labourers at Pollexfen’s
mills, and the participation of Sligo rail workers in a national strike.®

There was some vocal opposition to the establishment of the I.T.G.W.U. in Sligo and the
bishop of Elphin, Dr Clancy, who was very anti-socialist was strongly opposed the
organisation and was reported to have said that he would drive the I.T.G.W.U. out of the
town ‘at the sacrifice of my life if necessary’.® Clancy found an ally in his opposition to the
I.T.G.W.U. in the form of the unionist and conservative newspaper, the Sligo Times, which
was owned and run by Robert Smylie was also opposed to what seemed a revolutionary
organisation supporting worker rights and Smylie’s editorial in the Sligo Times scorned
Carpenter, and ridiculed him as a ‘paid English agitator with his cockney accent’.8

Robert Smylie, a Presbyterian who was bom in Scotland and had been on the staff of the
Sligo Independent for almost twenty years before he founded the Sligo Times in December
1908.822 Smylie lived on Mail Coach Road in Sligo town and was elected as a representative
of the East Ward to Sligo Corporation in January 1912. He later moved to Belfast and died
Albid., 24 Jan. 1914; 31 Jan. 1914; 14 Feb. 1914; 21 Feb. 1914; 28 Mar. 1914; 18 Apr. 1914.
4F.S.L. Lyons, Ireland since the Famine (London, 1985), p. 278.
45S.C., 23 Sept. 1911; List of .T.G.W.U. branches, 1909-1922 (N.L.I., .T.G.W.U. Papers, MS 7782-7287).
ﬁ.l]%ﬁn Cunningham, Labour in the west oflreland (Belfast, 1995), p. 67.
#85ligo Times[%.T.], 30 Sept. 1911.
49S.C., 24 June 1914, 29 July 1914, 26 Aug. 1914.
5Roscommon Herald [/?.//.], 28 Oct. 1911.

8.S.T.,30 Sept. 1911.
5 John C. McTeman, A Sligo miscellany (Dublin, 2000), pp 529-30.
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there in 1936. His eldest son, Robert M. (‘Bertie’) Smylie, moved to Dublin and became
editor of the Irish Times5*

The 1.T.G.W.U. in Sligo quickly became closely allied to the A.O.H. and the U.IL.L.
through Henry Reilly, who was the president of the Trades Council, a prominent A.O.H.
member and vice-president of the north Sligo executive of the U..LL.3% As Michael
Wheatley has noted in Nationalism and the Irish Party, until his death in 1909, P.A.
McHugh had been ‘a noted campaigner of workers’ rights’® and in 1910 the Sligo Trade
Council lead the fundraising for a proposed memorial to P.A. McHugh.%

Another important U.l.L./A.O.H ally of the I.T.G.W.U. in Sligo was Daniel O’Donnell
(1853-1914). O’Donnell was the proprietor of the Imperial Hotel, alderman and mayor of
Sligo in 1913 and he was Connaught provincial director and national trustee of the A.O.H.
O’Donnell was an active supporter of Trades Council and promoted better housing for
workers. When O’Donnell died in February 1914 alderman John Lynch the leader of Sligo
I.T.G.W.U. and vice-president of the Trades Council saluted O’Donnell by calling him ‘the
greatest friend the workers of Sligo ever had’.%

Alderman John Jinks (1873-1934) who was unanimously voted in as mayor in
O’Donnell’s place supported O’Donnell’s encouragement for the 1.T.G.W.U. John Jinks
was originally from DrumclifT in north Sligo and had moved to Sligo town and entered the
grocery trade. He set up his own business in Stephen St. as a publican, auctioneer and
undertaker. He was first elected to Sligo Corporation in 1898 and was a strong supporter of
the I.P.P. and its leader John Redmond. He was also a member of the A.O.H.8B Fellow
A.O.H. member and corporation councillor Patrick N. White, who was a chemist, bottler of
‘Holy Cross’ mineral water and a mill owner, was also a strong supporter ofthe 1.T.G.W.U.
All three men had been strong supporters of P.A. McHugh.

Michael Wheatley argues in Nationalism and the Irish Party, that the alliance between
nationalism and labour was ‘unsurprising, given that for many years the common enemy of
Labour and nationalists had not been Catholic merchants and employers ... but the
Protestant, unionist, commercial establishment which dominated Sligo’s docks (the Harbour

Commissioners), shipping (the Sligo Steam Navigation Company), and mills
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(Pollexfen’s)’.® He contends that ‘Protestants in Sligo were self-confident, socially active,
and politically assertive’ and therefore ‘in Sligo town as a result, Protestant/Catholic
antagonism was always politically, close to the surface’.®

A letter from ‘Disgusted’ printed in the Sligo Champion on 22 February 1913 appears to
support the view that Protestants were still oppressing Catholics and controlled the civil
service and the business and commercial life of Sligo.& The letter catalogued the jobs in
Sligo still occupied by Protestants including the lord lieutenant, his deputy, the high sheriff,
the resident magistrate, the clerk of the crown and peace, his deputy, the R.I1.C. Co. Sligo
inspector and district inspector of national education, the local government inspectors, the
postmaster, and his deputy, at least ten postal officials, the superintendent of the railway
station, the harbour board chairman, including the harbour clerk and engineer, the managers
of the Belfast, Provincial, Ulster banks, and most of the clerks in these banks, the clerk of
the Asylum, the clerk of the Agricultural Society, the head of the Model School, six
magistrates on the town bench and Protestants occupied most of the best jobs at Pollexfen’s
Mills and in Lyons’s drapery store.&

‘Disgusted’ painted a negative picture of Sligo town from a Catholic perspective.
However, as can be seen from table 1.24 and 1.25 in appendix Il, listing the occupations of
males and females in Sligo town in 1911 seventeen of the thirty male officers and clerks in
the civil service in Sligo were Catholic, representing 57 per cent of the total, all twenty-five
civil service messengers were Catholic, and although the top posts in the R.I.C. were
occupied by Protestants, twenty-two of the thirty-five policemen were Catholic,
representing 67 per cent of the total; even though one of the two municipal, parish, union,
district officers in Sligo was Catholic, Catholics accounted for fifteen of the seventeen other
local or county officials in Sligo town, representing 88 per cent of the total. All six females
civil service officers and clerks were Protestant. However, all five of the other local
government/county officials were Catholic. All twenty-two in the hospital and institutional
service were Catholic. Forty-three ofthe forty-six involved in the harbour, dock, wharfand
lighthouse service were Catholic, representing 93 per cent of the total. Thirty-four of the

thirty-six railway engineers and drivers were Catholic, representing 94 per cent of the total
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and Catholics accounted for twenty-three of the thirty-three railway officials, representing
70 per cent of the total.

‘Disgusted’ was accurate in that Protestants dominated the legal profession and from
table 1.25 in appendix Il four of the seven barristers and solicitors in Sligo town were
Protestant, representing 57 per cent of the total, while twelve of the seventeen law clerks
and others connected with the law were Protestant, representing 71 per cent of the total.
Eighteen of the twenty-two who labelled themselves merchants in the 1911 census were
Protestant, representing 78 per cent of the total. Six of the eight com, flour and seed
merchants were Protestant, representing 75 per cent ofthe total. However, eighty-two of the
114 commercial clerks were Catholic, representing 85 per cent of the total, while only four
of the twenty-four involved in the bank service were Catholic, representing 17 per cent of
the total and eighteen ofthe thirty-one brokers, agent, auctioneers, accountant and insurance
agents were Catholic, representing 58 per cent ofthe total.

Overall, however, most of the businesses in Sligo in 1913 were Catholic. Out of a total
of 311 businesses in Sligo in 1911, a total of 212 were Catholic owned, representing sixty-
eight percent of all businesses, while ninety-nine businesses, or thirty-two percent were
Protestant owned.@ From table 1.25 in appendix Il, all six provision curers and dealers were
Catholic, fifty-four of the sixty-six of hotel and boarding house owners were Catholic (84
per cent of the total), forty-one of the sixty-nine grocers, tea, coffee, chocolate dealers were
Catholic (59 per cent of the total), three of the four timber merchants were Catholic (75 per
cent of the total), fifty-two of the seventy-six general shopkeepers were Catholic (79 per
cent of the total), seventeen of the twenty-two ironmonger/hardware merchants were
Catholic (77 per cent of the total). From table 1.26, occupations of females in Sligo town,
1911, in appendix II, eleven of the fifteen board and logging were Catholic (73 per cent of
the total), eight of the nine grocers, teas, coffee, chocolate were Catholic (89 per cent ofthe
total), and twenty-six of the forty-one general shopkeepers were Catholic (63 per cent ofthe
total).

Even though there were some large Protestant businessmen in Sligo in 1913 such as
Middleton and Pollexfen flour mill owners and the proprietors of the Sligo Steam
Navigation Company (S S.N.Co.), Lyons, large drapery firm, Harper-Campbell flour
milling (Protestant businesses will be covered in more detail in chapter five), many of the

largest businesses in Sligo were Catholic owned. At the beginning of the twentieth century
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the Catholic businessmen O’Connor and Cullen owned one of the largest sawmills in Britain
or Ireland.64 O’Connor and Cullen also manufactured building materials and their business
was primarily located at Union St. McNeil and Sons were large timber merchants and their
business was located at Lynn’s Place. They also manufactured materials for linen and wool
factories and tools, such as picks, hammers and hatchets. However, by 1913 the company
had changed hands a number of times and was in 1913 only a shadow of its former
success.®

The Catholic businessman Dudley M. Hanley had extensive saw mills in Old Market St
and manufacturer of builders’ materials at Lynns Dock and at Finisklin. Hanley was also an
ironmonger and coal merchant.& Michael Foley was a large egg, butter, bacon and lard
merchant and refiner and a grocer based in Water Lane in Sligo town.& Other noteworthy
Catholic businessmen included James Scanlon, who had a significant business premises
located on Bridge St. and High St. In addition to his building and monumental sculpturing
businesses, Scanlon was also a grocer, wine and spirit merchant.8 Edward J. Tighe was one
of Sligo town’s richest merchants and owned a bakery, grocery shop and a pub on High St.®
Tighe was also a large com and flour merchant. P.J. Flanagan had a large premises on Quay
St. dealing in iron, coal, salt and heavy goods.® Four of the town’s prominent Catholic
businessmen included John Connolly who was one ofthe town’s richest merchants, was tea,
wine, spirit dealer and a grocer and publican. Thomas Flanagan, provision and coal
merchant, James P. Higgins, owner of several bakeries, groceries, general stores and pubs
and Edward Foley owner ofthe Riverside brewery, Sligo town’s only brewery at the time.7
Connolly, Flanagan, Higgins and Edward Foley were politically active and were all
aldermen on the corporation and were either U.l.L. or A.O.H., or both.

Undoubtedly Protestants had strong business interests in Sligo but they were clearly not
dominating the business life of Sligo. The Catholic business community was very
significant and politically well established and Catholic businessmen had much in common
with Protestant businessmen and were not completely united with their fellow nationalist

workers or fellow nationalist politicians. When in late May and early June 1912 a dispute
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over pay occurred between the dockworkers of the I.T.G.W.U. and the Sligo Steam
Navigation Company, Higgins, Connolly, and Flanagan all joined the Employers’
Federation set up by Protestant businessmen Middleton, Pollexfen, Harper-Campbell and
others.2 Higgins later became vice-president of the Employers’ Federation.

However, the mayor, Daniel O’Donnell along with John Jinks and Patrick N. White
supported the workers.3 The Sligo Champion also supported the strikers, praising their
conduct and supporting their demands for more wages.Z In July 1912 Larkin visited Sligo
and attended a meeting supporting the strikers, which was held in the town hall, with Trades
Council and I.T.G.W.U. members present including John Lynch and William Gibbons.
Patrick N. White also attended the meeting.® This was Larkin’s second visit to Sligo and on
24 March 1912 he had spoken at a meeting outside the town hall.® Dr Clancy had opposed
the visit.77 However, there was a large turnout for the meeting. The Trades Council
leaders and O’Donnell had not attended that time and although the Sligo Champion
criticised Larkin’s ‘wild’ character and questioned his concern for the ‘men of Sligo’,Pthe
paper was keen to state that it opposed Larkin personally and not the labour movement.&

In September 1912 at a meeting of Sligo Trades Club, Henry Reilly, Bernard McTeman,
Edward Harte, who had replaced Reilly as president of the club, William Gibbons and John
Lynch made a presentation to O’Donnell rewarding him for his support for the workers.
O’Donnell thanked them saying that he supported the workers’ ‘right to a decent life and a
fair wage’.8 Thomas Scanlon, M.P., who was present, tried to ingratiate himself with the
working class claiming that as a member of the legal profession, he was also a trade
unionist.&

In December 1912 O’Donnell spoke at a meeting ofthe I.T.G.W.U. in Sligo. The annual
corporation elections were coming up in January 1913 and so O’Donnell called for a ‘one

solid phalanx’ at the forthcoming corporation elections.8 In January 1913 O’Donnell and
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John Lynch spoke together at a meeting to support Labour/I.T.G.W.U.-A.O.H. candidates.8
O’Donnell and Lynch were clearly using each other’s influence to secure election. Lynch
was associating himselfwith O’Donnell and the U.l.L. while O’Donnell allied himself with
Lynch to secure worker support.

The Labour/1.T.G.W.U. and the A.O.H. candidates won all six seats. John Lynch was
elected, as were two close associates of O’Donnell and both members of the A.O.H., Henry
Monson, a furniture retailer, and vice-president of the Sligo town A.O.H. and Henry Depew,
a carpenter and director of the Sligo town A.O.H. brass and reed band. Peter Heraghty, a

trader, Thomas Hughes, a monumental contractor and William Gibbons, a plasterer, were

the three other successful candidates.

The three men were all I.T.G.W.U. members.&

O’Donnell was unanimously elected mayor for a third term.

Table 2.1: Members of Sligo Corporation January 1913

Title Name Occupation Political affiliation
Mayor and Daniel O’Donnell Hotel owner U.l.LL./A.O.H.
alderman

Alderman John Connolly Merchant U.ILL.

Alderman Thomas Flanagan Merchant U.ILL.

Alderman Edward Foley Merchant U.I.L/A.O.H.
Aldennan J.P. Higgins Merchant U.I.L.

Alderman John Jinks Auctioneer U.I.L/A.O.H.
Councillor John Lynch Stevedore Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Councillor Thomas Scanlon Tailor cutter U.I.L.

Councillor Dudley M. Hanley Merchant U.l.L.

Councillor Edward Kelly Merchant U.LLL.

Councillor John P. Foley Merchant U.l.L.

Councillor Patrick N. White Chemist U.I.L/A.OH.
Councillor Robert Smyllie Journalist Unionist/Conservative
Councillor William Gibbons Plasterer Labour/LT.G.W.U
Councillor Michael McDonagli Shopkeeper Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Councillor John Hughes Merchant U.LL.

Councillor Thomas Hughes Monumental contractor  Labour/l.T.G.W.U.
Councillor Edward Harte Carpenter Labour/IT.G.W.U.
Councillor Peter Keely Clerk Labour/l.T G.W.U
Councillor Peter Heraghty Trader Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Councillor James Gray Dealer U.L.L.

Councillor Henry Monson Furniture retailer Labour/I.T.G.W.U./A.O.H.
Councillor Henry Depew Carpenter Labour/I.T.G.W.U./A.O.H.
Councillor Thomas Kivlehin N/A U.I.L.

Source: s.c., 25 Jan. 1913,
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In the first half of 1913 the increasing strength of the labour movement in Sligo, and the
U.l.L. and A.O.H support for this, allowed labour concerns to become more important in
Sligo than national issues. From March to May 1913 the second round of the dispute
occurred at Sligo docks. The first round had been unresolved and this time the 1.T.G.W.U.
increased their demands, insisting on a unionised workforce and better pay and conditions
for the workers. The strikers consisted of dockers, carters, seamen and mill workers.
Nationalist support for strikers came especially from Jinks and White.& Jinks called on
‘fellow workers’ to stand up and win their fight, urging ‘a long pull and a straight pull’.&
Jinks maintained that as a U.l.L. man he would pressurise the employers to give in.8 John
Lynch and Marty Mulligan, secretary of the 1.T.G.W.U. in Sligo, led the strike and they
were supported by union organiser Patrick T Daly.® The strikers were also assisted by the
grocer/publican Thomas Connolly of Holbom St./Victoria Line who gave the dockers food
on credit and by Sir Josslyn Gore-Booth, a prominent Protestant landowner and owner of
the Connacht Manufacturing Company, a clothing company, who supplied bags of potatoes
for the strikers.9

Passions were high during the strike and it was a particularly violent strike, Patrick
Dunbar, a striker, of Riverside, who was employed at Pollexfen’s Mills was a married
labourer and member of the 1.T.G.W.U. was assaulted and later died from his wounds and
there was an attack on Pollexfen’s clerical workers, when strikers broke the windows of
their offices. 4 Other companies were dragged into the strike, and in April the Connacht
Manufacturing Company which employed eighty women, closed in protest at being dragged
into the strike.2

By April over 350 policemen had been drafted into Sligo to control the strikers and
protect non-union workers brought in to unload cargo at the docks.8 The R.1.C. Co. Sligo
inspector reported at the start of April that ‘the local press of all shades of politics is against
the strike’. 91 This was not entirely true and although the Sligo Times criticised the strikers

claiming that ‘women with hatchets’ roamed the streets, and Smylie deplored their language
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as the “filthy of the filthy’®% and the Sligo Independent condemned the violence,%the Sligo
Champion while also denouncing the violence% supported the strikers’ demand that
employers not employ non-union men.®8 The Catholic Church did not become involved in
the strike and Dr Coyne, the Bishop of Elphin, who had replaced Dr Clancy in early 1913,
did not comment publicly on the strike, although the Sligo administrator, Rev. Doorly, was
involved in trying to bring both sides together for settlement talks.

In early May talks chaired by T.A. Cooper, Sir Josslyn Gore-Booth’s agent who had
been seeking a solution to the strike after the close of the Connacht Manufacturing
Company, were successful in bringing the strike to a conclusion.® The dockers won their
demand of a closed shop across the quays and on 7 May 1913 they returned to work and the
strike ended. 1D

Michael Wheatley has argued that in Sligo ‘it was the residual economic and political
strength of the town’s Protestant commercial elite which gave common cause to the Irish
party and Labour’Xl and the ‘key leitmotif particular to Sligo town, of conflict between the
town’s Protestant minority and Catholic majority, confirming the unity of the latter, was
played throughout’.1® However, it appears possible that Catholic businessmen were eager
to exploit the Protestant/Catholic animosity in 1912 and 1913 to their advantage and
convince their workers that it was Protestant businesses that were keeping the workers down
and not Catholic businessmen such as them. They were also using this animosity to further
their own political careers.

At the end of November 1913 the Catholic politicians and businessmen John Jinks and
Henry Monson took the opportunity to condemn twenty-seven Protestant unionists from
Sligo who had publicly supported an anti-Home Rule address in Dublin by the unionist
leaders, Andrew Bonar Law and Edward Carson.XB8 They also endeavoured to organise a
boycott of Protestant unionist owned businesses in Sligo.104 The Sligo Champion was keen

to support the boycott and named the twenty-seven signatories.1b At the same time the
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Sligo Nationalist tried to highlight the ‘intolerance’ of Sligo town’s Protestant business
community by maintaining that Protestant businessmen encouraged Protestants from the
north to work for them, while still relying on the ‘tolerance’ of their Catholic patrons.1B
However, the boycott was not well organised and was not very effective.

When the 1.T.G.W.U. was founded O’Donnell, Jinks and others wished to harness
worker support for themselves. Wheatley admits that Irish party politicians such as
O’Donnell and Jinks supported the new dynamic labour movement to keep their profde and
maintain their support base and that the support of Irish party leadership vital for labour
success in Sligo.Xr O’Donnell used the I.T.G.W.U. and Sligo Trades Club as a political
base. Jinks spoke in favour of the workers but he also sat on many public committees and
was close to aldermen Connolly, Flanagan, Foley and Higgins

Union leaders like Lynch were also content to ally with the U.l.L. and the A.O.H, and
many of the union members were also U.l.L. and A.O.H. The labour movement and the
nationalist organisation established a symbiotic relationship with each other. Even John P.
Higgins, who had been the vice-president of the Employers’ Federation had moved to
support the workers demands in the 1913 strike, although he did not back the workers until
late April/early May 1913, when the strike was practically over.18 In January 1914 Lynch
was so grateful that he declared of Higgins that ‘if it were in my power | would not hesitate
to put the crown of Ireland on his head’.1® Lynch realised the advantages of U.l.L. support
and the relationship was very beneficial for the labour movement and in addition to the
successful strike from March to May 1913, by 1914 labour in Sligo had secured a fifty per
cent pay rise for corporation workers, the end of all night work for bakers, a successful
cabinet makers strike, action against tailors being sent out of town and better conditions for
women workers.10

Labour and nationalism were the dominant political forces in Sligo in 1914 and the
corporation elections of January 1914 confirmed their strength, which can be seen in table
2.2. However, unionists were able to secure representation through Robert Smylie and he
was returned to the corporation for the north ward in 1914. When Smylie was first elected

to the Corporation, his editorial of 13 January 1912 in the Sligo Times thanked the voters of
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the North Ward for returning him.1l He also expressed his ‘recognition of the broad

tolerance of the stalwart voters who in an overwhelming Nationalist division’ who had

voted for him.12 He went on to praise Sligo for the ‘welcome and honours even to those

who profess a different political creed from the majority of its inhabitants’.113

Smylie had been elected to represent the North Ward. The highest number of Protestants

in Sligo town lived in this ward, with 620 Protestants out of a total population for the ward

of 3,663, representing seventeen percent of the total.14 His best chance for election lay in

the north ward but Catholics/nationalist must have voted for him as well.

Title
Mayor and
alderman
Alderman
Alderman
Alderman
Alderman
Alderman
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor

Name
John Jinks

John Connolly
Edward Foley

J.P. Higgins
Daniel O’Donnell
John Lynch

John Hughes
Thomas Scanlon
Dudley M. Hanley
Michael Bums
John P. Foley
Patrick N. White
Robert Smyllie
William Gibbons
Michael McDonagh
Patrick Farrell
Thomas Hughes
Edward Hartc
Peter Keely

Peter Heraghty
David McSharry
Henry Monson
Henry Depcw
Bernard McTeman

Occupation
Auctioneer

Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Stevedore
Merchant
Tailor cutter
Merchant
Cabinet-maker
Merchant
Chemist
Journalist
Plasterer
Shopkeeper
Baker
Monumental contractor
Carpenter
Clerk

Trader
Cabinet-maker
Furniture retailer
Carpenter
Journalist

Source: S.C., 10 Jan. 1914.

Table 2.2: Members of SBgo Corporation at the end of January 1914

Political affiliation
U.l.L./A.O.H.

U.LL.

U.I.L/A.O.H.

U.I.L.

U.l.L./A.O.H.
Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
U.lL.

U.I.L.

U.l.L.

Labour/I. T.G.W.U
U.lL.

U.l.L./A.O.H.
Unionist/Conservative
Labour/l.T.G.W.U
Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Labour/L.T.G.W.U.
Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Labour/I. T.G.W.U
Labour/I.T.G.W.U.
Labour/LT.G.W.U.
Labour/l.T.G.W.U./A.O.H.
Labour/LT.G.W.U./A.O.H.
Labour/1.T.G.W.U.

There was no doubt about Smylie’s unionist credentials. However, he was careful not to

antagonise the nationalists of the North Ward or his nationalist fellow corporation members,
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U+ Source: table 1.4in chapter one.
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and on 7 February 1912 when the Corporation discussed an application for a site to build a
memorial to the late I.P.P. M.P. P.A. McHugh, he enthusiastically supported it and
described himself as a personal friend of McHugh and declared that ‘he would be very glad
to see his memory honoured’.15

However, at the same meeting of the corporation nationalist councillor alderman John
Jinks proposed a motion to congratulate a Presbyterian David Hogg, H.M.L., on his election
as a Liberal M.P. for Derry, a victory Jinks believed was made possible by nationalist
support. 116 Smylie abstained justifying his decision by arguing that ‘it would be ungenerous
of me to offer any opposition to that resolution, as | am representing a nationalist
constituency, and was placed here by the votes of nationalists’.17/ The chairman at the
meeting, nationalist alderman Edward Foley expressed his respect for councillor Smylie’s
principles, and added that councillor Smylie had never hidden views on the Union.118

In early 1912 the third Home Rule Bill passed a third reading in the House of Commons,
but was rejected by the House of Lords and at the corporation meeting of 7 February 1912
alderman Jinks was keen to propose a motion at a the corporation meeting stating:
‘that we the members of Sligo Corporation in meeting assembled, tender to Mr John
Redmond our heartiest congratulations on the passing ofthe third reading ofthe Home Rule
Bill through the House of Commons by such an overwhelming majority and we give our
sincere thanks to our two parliamentary representatives for the way they attended to their
duties, and that we hereby condemn in the strongest terms the actions of the House of Lords
in rejecting the bill’.119

Smylie took the opportunity to jump in and declare that the Bill ‘does not fully meet with
the wishes of the people of Ireland. It does not deal with financial questions as they ought
to be dealt with’.20 Jinks argued that ‘Mr Redmond had stated that he was perfectly
satisfied with the bill and so were the Irish people’.22L The chairman, Edward Foley asked
Smylie if he would ‘be satisfied with Home Rule if the financial part of the measure were
alright?’122 Smylie responded diplomatically and carefully that so far as he was ‘concerned

as regards the nationalists of Ireland, I never had the slightest fear of them. They have



always been my friends and | have no fear that they would treat me unfairly or wrongly. |
will say that much’.23 He then added that his statement had been made ‘by the biggest
conservative in Sligo’.2 In the end Foley pronounced that the resolution was unanimously
passed.15

Clearly Smylie had to walk a political tightrope as his politics put him in a minority of
one on the corporation and all he seemed to be able to do in Sligo between 1912 and 1914
was to subtly highlight his opposition to Home Rule. Smylie also used his editorial in the
Sligo Times to continue his opposition to the Third Home Rule Bill and on 29 April 1912 he
criticised the Home Rule Bill believing it would lead to confusion and inefficient
government.16 However, when Jinks was elected mayor at the corporation meeting on 23
January 1914, their political differences aside, Smylie was a supporter of Jinks and spoke
highly of his character when voting for him.27

Throughout 1914 Smylie and other unionists in Sligo town and county held meetings
opposed to Home Rule. On 12 May 1914 a large meeting was held in Riverstown, Co.
Sligo, which was attended by unionists from all over Co. Sligo. Bryan Cooper as president
ofthe Sligo Junior Unionist Alliance and Lady Crofton, president of the Sligo Branch ofthe
Women’s Unionist Association both spoke strongly against Home Rule.1B

On 25 May 1914, despite the efforts of the Sligo unionists and the 1.U.A., the L.P.P.
achieved the goal of limited self-government for Ireland when the House of Commons
passed the Irish Home Rule Bill for the third time, it then only required the king’s signature
to become law.1® The British government had agreed to exclude six Ulster counties of
Antrim, Armagh, Derry, Down, Fermanagh and Tyrone from Home Rule until an agreement
could be reached between nationalists and unionists but most nationalists in Sligo were
happy with the result and on 25 May a large parade through the streets of Sligo was held to
celebrate the passing of Home Rule.1D

However, Irish unionists were determined to continue to resist Home Rule, especially in
Ulster To demonstrate their resolve against Home Rule, the unionists in Ulster had formed

the Ulster Volunteer Force (U.V.F.) in January 1913. To ensure that Home Rule was
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implemented, Irish nationalists had formed the Irish Volunteers (I V.) in Dublin in
November 1913 to guarantee that the British Liberal government would not renege on its
promise of Home Rule. The Irish Volunteers had not been set up to oppose Britain and on
22 February 1914 the principal founder of the Irish Volunteers, Eoin MacNeill, argued at a
meeting in Kells, Co. Meath ‘that they were not anti-English but aimed to bridge the gulf
created between Catholics and Protestants’. 13

On 1 February 1914 a meeting was held at Sligo Town Hall, where over 450 men
enrolled in the Sligo branch of the Irish Volunteers, which was one of the first in the
country. The mayor, alderman John Jinks, took a leading role in the formation of the
Volunteers in Sligo and he presided at the meeting on 1 February.1® Jinks had been
unanimously elected mayor less than a week before the meeting and Canon Doorly, Sligo
administrator, expressed the Catholic Church’s satisfaction with Jinks’s appointment as
mayor.13 Church support for Jinks and the presence of members of the Catholic clergy at
the meeting on 1 February undoubtedly endorsed the movement in the eyes of many
Catholics and nationalists in Sligo.

An indication of the popularity of the Volunteer organisation in Co. Sligo is shown by
the fact than on 14 March 1914 the Sligo Champion started a “Volunteer Notes’ column
containing reports from the county’s Volunteer corps and by the end of April 1914 there
were four corps of Irish Volunteers in Co. Sligo with a membership of 981.13% When the
House of Commons passed the Home Rule Bill in May 1914 the Volunteer movement in
Sligo experienced a surge in membership when the national secretary of the A.OH.
instructed local organisers to draft Hibernians into the Volunteers.'"® The influence of the
Catholic clergy in the formation of the Irish Volunteers in Sligo is revealed by the fact that
on 11 May 1914 Fr P.J. O’Grady, along with other members of the Catholic clergy spoke at
a meeting in Keash where over 200 enrolled in the Volunteers, which brought the number of
Volunteers in Sligo to over 1,600 members in eight separate branches.1%

After the House of Commons passed the Irish Home Rule Bill, the two M.P.s, Tom

Scanlon and John O’Dowd returned to Sligo.1¥ The U.I.L. clubs in Sligo led by Fr P.A.

13 Oliver Coogan, Politics and war in Meath 1913-23 (Dublin, 1983), p. 2.

IPS.C., 7 Feb. 1914

13 Ibid., 31 Jan. 1914.

A lbid., 14 Mar. 1914; S.C.l. R.I.C. MR., 1May 1914 (T.N.A., CO/904: microfilm, N.L.I., POS 8536).
1$S.C, 16, 23, 30 May 1914.

1%1bid.; 16 May 1914; S.C.I. R.I.C. MR., 1June 1914 (T.N.A., CO/904: microfilm, N.L.I., POS 8536).
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Butler and other members of the Catholic clergy, publicly expressed their thanks for the
hard work of both Scanlon and O’Dowd.1B The public expression of gratitude to the I.P.P.
may have also been an attempt by the Catholic clergy in the U.l.L. to get the party to
support the Irish Volunteers, as in the early stages of the Irish Volunteer movement the
U.L.L. clubs did not take any initiative in forming VVolunteer corps. However, both Scanlon
and O’Dowd along with their party leader Redmond must have been surprised by the spread
ofthe Irish Volunteers, and they felt the need to control the movement and bring them under
the control of the party. Redmond wished to nominate twenty-five members to the
governing committee of the Volunteers.1® Many within the movement were opposed to
direct I.P.P. involvement. However, they eventually agreed to permit I.P.P participation in
the Volunteers.2 The Mayor of Sligo John Jinks was selected by Redmond to join the
governing committee ofthe Volunteers at the end of June. 4l

The direct 1.P.P. involvement in the Irish Volunteers upset the unionist population in
Sligo and they believed it was simply a takeover of the movement by the I.P.P. On 20 June
1914 the Sligo Independent editorial expressed displeasure at 1.P.P. involvement in the Irish
Volunteers and argued that ‘there is now no doubt as to the real aim of those who have
secured control of the Volunteers. For some time quite a number of enthusiastic Irishmen
were engaged in organising that body on non-party and non-denominational lines and we
believed they were honest enough in their intentions but during the past week they have
made a miserable surrender of their forces to the party leaders and the last pretence of the

National Volunteers to be a non-party organisation has gone by the board’.12

Table 2.3: Growth of the Irish Volunteers in Co. Sligo February to September 1914

Month Numbers
February 450
March 700
April 981
May 1,600
June 2,300
July 3,000
August 4,536
September 5,000

Sources: Sligo County Inspector R.1.C. Monthly Report, 1Feb.-I Oct. 1914 (T.N.A., CO/904: microfilm,
N.L.I., POS 8536-7) and S.C., Feb.-Sept. 1914.

1B 1bid., 13 June 1914.

1PRobert Kee, The greenflag (London, 1972), pp 500-1.
140 Ibid.

Us.c., 11 July 1914.
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However, once the | P.P. took a leading role in the Irish Volunteers, it seemed to give the
green light to many areas in Co. Sligo to start up local corps and the U.I.L. branches lead the
way. John Jinks, a strong supporter of the I.P.P. had been involved in the formation of
Volunteer corps since January 1914 but it appeared that many districts in Co. Sligo were
cautious about forming a branch until the I.P.P. officially endorsed the movement. The
Sligo Champion reported on 4 July 1914 that three U.I.L. branches, Skreen/Dromard,
Riverstown and Ballymote, were planning to form corps.'43 Shortly afterwards corps were
formed in eleven villages and town lands in Co. Sligo. 4

In July 1914 both Scanlon and O’Dowd became actively involved in starting branches
and an indication ofthe dramatic increase in Volunteer membership in Co. Sligo is shown in
table 2.3. At the beginning of July there were over 2,900 Irish Volunteers in Co. Sligo
organised into fifteen separate corps.b At the start of August there were over 3,000
Volunteers and twenty-seven branches and by the end of the month there were thirty-eight
Volunteer corps in Sligo with a membership of over 4,500.146 At the end of September the
organisation had forty-four corps in Co. Sligo with a membership ofalmost 5,000.147 As the
Irish Volunteer membership was spreading throughout Sligo and the rest of Ireland, both the
Irish Volunteers and the Ulster Volunteers were gradually arming their recruits and
preparing them for what seemed like an inevitable confrontation over the implementation of
Home Rule.

Britain’s declaration of war on 4 August 1914 prevented conflict between nationalists
and unionists and both the Ulster Volunteers and the Irish Volunteers were encouraged by
their political leaders to support Britain in wartime. The outbreak of war also prevented a
potential split in unionism from occurring. Unionists in Ulster wished to support Britain
during the war in order to prevent the implementation of Home Rule. However, if this
proved to be impossible then Ulster unionists, by proving their loyalty to Britain, would
insist that Ulster be excluded from any post-war self-government settlement for Ireland.
The southern unionist population also wanted to support Britain in the war thereby forcing a
revision of Home Rule. However, as their numbers in the provinces of Connaught, Leinster
and Munster were much lower than in Ulster, southern unionists’ greatest fear was that

Ulster unionists would seek a separate settlement if Home Rule was put into practice after
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the war. Southern unionists comforted themselves at the beginning of the war with the
belief that Home Rule would not be feasible without Ulster and the exclusion of the
province would also be unacceptable to nationalists.18

In order to guarantee Home Rule, Redmond wished to show that the nationalists of
Ireland were behind Britain in the war and on 3 August 1914 he promised the support ofthe
Irish Volunteers for Britain’s war effort and their co-operation with unionists in defending
Ireland. However, Home Rule was still not on the statute books when war was declared in
August 1914 and the Sligo Champion, a strong supporter of John Redmond and the I.P.P.,
was keen to highlight this fact. In an editorial on 8 August 1914 the Sligo Champion
expressed the beliefthat if Ireland was going to support Britain in the war, then the country
should be treated with justice in peacetime.1®

Edward Carson had pledged the support of the Ulster Volunteers for Britain and in an
editorial on 8 August 1914 the Sligo Independent, the chief unionist organ in Sligo, praised
both Carson’s ‘patriotic offer’ of the Ulster Volunteers, and Redmond’s offer of the Irish
Volunteers.2 D The Sligo Independent was always wary of the fact that it expressed the
sentiments of the Protestant and unionist minority in Sligo and chose its words carefully in
its support of the unionist cause and when war was declared the Sligo Independent wished to
give the impression that the differences between nationalists and unionists were not as
fundamental as many believed and the paper argued that Irishmen ‘are bound together
inseparably on one point and that is a passionate love for their native land and today they are
joined together in one common brotherhood prepared if needs be to sacrifice their lives in
defence oftheir country’. Bl

Patrick Buckland has argued that ‘southern unionists contributed spontaneously and
whole-heartedly to the needs ofthe war that broke out in August 1914, they enlisted in the
regular forces and called for cooperation with the nationalist volunteers’.1® This meant
going against the advice of unionist leaders in England who believed that cooperation with
nationalists would undermine opposition to Home Rule. However, local unionists in
southern Ireland took the lead in cooperating with nationalists and Sligo unionist leader
Major Bryan Cooper was impressed by Redmond’s promise of support for Britain and

immediately informed the press of his intention to join the Irish Volunteers. Cooper stated

148 Patrick Buckland, Irish Unionism 1 (Dublin, 1972), pp 134-5.
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that ‘out ofthe co-operation ofthe National and Ulster Volunteers for the defence of Ireland
we may well hope to see the birth of a unity which will not be broken by appeals to bigotry
and passion’.18 He urged ‘every unionist who is physically fit to do the same and to show
the world that Irishmen can forget their quarrels and stand united against a common
danger’.151 Cooper, a passionate defender of the Union, may also have been under the
impression that cooperation between nationalists and unionists in the war effort could
possibly persuade nationalists to revise their position on Home Rule.

At the start of the war Sligo unionists were trying to gain the support of nationalists both
militarily and politically in the war. In early August 1914, Philip Perceval, president of the
Sligo Unionist Alliance approached the Mayor of Sligo, John Jinks with the suggestion that
a meeting should be held to form a committee of unionists and nationalists “for [the] relief
of distress’ and to assist the poor during the war.25 This meeting took place on 5 August
1914, the day after the outbreak of war, in Sligo Town Hall and was attended by many
leading nationalists and unionists. Influential Sligo unionists at the meeting included Philip
Perceval, Sir Malby Crofton and Rev John Ardill, Church of Ireland rector of Calry Church
in Sligo town.1% John Jinks, a staunch supporter of Redmond and the | P.P. readily
embraced Perceval’s suggestion.

Jinks spoke first at the meeting of Sligo nationalists and unionists on 5 August 1914
claiming that he was proud that ‘all creeds and classes who had come together for the
purpose of providing relief if necessary, for the poorer classes of the town and particularly
the dependents of those who had gone further to fight our country’s battle against Germany
or any other country’.% Philip Perceval declared that the unionists of Sligo ‘were prepared
to do their part to see that the wives and families of those men as well as the poorer people
in Sligo would be looked after during the present crisis’.18

Alexander Crichton, a Protestant landowner, and unlike the majority of his class and
religion in Sligo, a supporter of Home Rule, also spoke at this meeting stating ‘that not long

ago they in Ireland were divided, but now they were united, and so long as they remained

13SC., 8 Aug. 1914.
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united, not only would the dangers of the war be very much lessened, but the differences
and difficulties amongst themselves would be swept away’.1D

Nationalist councillor, alderman Edward Foley believed ‘that they were all unionists now
in the common cause of their country, and they were prepared to stand shoulder to shoulder
and drive the enemy from their shores’.1® Rev Ardill stated at the meeting that there was ‘a
sense in which they were all nationalists, because in his opinion, there could not be any
higher definition of a nationalist than those who were prepared to assist the dependents of
the man who had gone to fight the battles of his country’. )6

This meeting seemed like a genuine effort by unionists to assist wartime distress and to
work on an equal basis with nationalists and both nationalists and unionists had been eager
to praise each other in their speeches. However, Philip Perceval, who was instrumental in
organising the meeting was still a committed unionist and the meeting could also be
interpreted as atactic by Sligo unionists to actively engage nationalists in the war effort with
the ultimate hope that collective involvement might erode old prejudices and persuade
nationalists that if Ireland remained a part of the United Kingdom then the country could
stand up against outside threats.

Another important meeting in August 1914 attended by many nationalists and unionists,
was held in Calry village, four miles from Sligo town. The purpose of the meeting was to
form a corps of Sligo unionists, which would be part of the Irish Volunteers.}®2 Philip
Perceval, who was again the driving force behind this meeting, told the gathered crowd ‘that
all the unionists in County Sligo have thrown in their lot with their fellow countrymen
because we have always been fellow-countrymen’¥3 and he appealed to unionists and
nationalists to sink their differences.®& A Sligo unionist, Colonel Wynne took charge of the
Corps and at the end of August about seventy men had joined the Sligo Unionist Volunteer
Corps.®b The war was proving to be an opportunity for unionists to gain influence in the
Volunteer movement, an organisation originally set up to guarantee Home Rule.

At this time there was a shortage of nationalist officers in Sligo to train new Volunteers

and many from the Protestant unionist landed families who had experience in drilling men
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offered their services to help organise and instruct the Volunteers. On 9 August 1914, one
such man, Major Richard W. Hillas, a unionist and Protestant landowner of Donnecoy,
Templeboy, Co. Sligo,16 wrote to Colonel Maurice Moore, the commander of the Irish
Volunteers, offering to train and organise the Irish Volunteers in Sligo.®r On 11 August
1914, in the absence of a senior nationalist officer, Colonel Moore immediately appointed
Major Hillas the County Inspection Officer for all Volunteers in Sligo.® 8 On 12 August
1914 Major Hillas wrote to Moore emphasising the importance of defending Sligo’s
coastline and maintained that he would devote his initial attentions to coastal defence.1®
Hillas also submitted an article to the Sligo Champion encouraging Sligomen to join the
Irish Volunteers saying: ‘it is the bounden duty of every man fit to bear arms to enrol
himself in the Irish Volunteers.I0 The question now was, how would Sligo nationalists
respond to the increasing unionist involvement in the Irish Volunteers?

On 22 August 1914 the Sligo Champion editorial expressed the concern that unionists
were taking over the Volunteers and shaping the organisation to their own ends.I1 Seamus
T. O’Cinneide of the Ballymote Volunteer Corps, Co. Sligo voiced concerns over the
appointment of Major Hillas in a letter to Colonel Moore dated 18 August 1914.12
O’Cinneide complained that some Sligo Volunteers were opposed to ‘unionist officers’ and
they did not believe that Major Hillas was sympathetic to the aims of the Volunteer
movement and some were refusing to serve under a unionist officer. I3 O’Cinneide
demanded the removal of Hillas maintaining that if he wasn’t replaced then Volunteer
commanders in the surrounding districts would endeavour to have their units attached to a
neighbouring county’s Volunteer Corps.1%4

On 20 August 1914 Colonel Moore wrote to O’Cinneide emphasising the difficulty of
finding efficient and experienced officers with nationalist views willing to train VVolunteer

units and he maintained that ‘it seems to be a choice between unionists officers or no

16 Hillas Family Papers (of Seaview, otherwise Donccoy) (Sligo Co. Library [S.C.L.], Estate records, No.
589); Celeste Byrne, ‘Hillas of County Sligo’ in The Irish Ancestor, iv, No.l, (1972), pp 26-9; Bernard Burke,
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officers’.I5 Colonel Moore took the long-term pragmatic approach towards Volunteer
training in Co. Sligo and he asked the local commanders to work with Hillas for the moment
arguing that ‘when our officers are trained we can do as we like’.I6 This seemed like a
reasonable request and Colonel Moore, as overall commander ofthe Irish Volunteers, could
obviously see the benefits of using unionist officers, but would the local Volunteers accept
his wisdom in permitting Hillas to impart his military experience?

When Hillas was appointed he wrote to fifteen Volunteer corps in Co. Sligo requesting
information on training and logistics. However, on 2 September 1914 Hillas reported that
he had only received five replies. He interpreted the slow response to his request for
information as opposition to him and in a letter to Maurice Moore, dated 2 September 1914,
he tendered his resignation, maintaining that ‘it is too evident that people of my class are not
required by certain supporters of the movement in the Irish Volunteers and these people
have the power to nullify any effort that runs counter to their own ideas and utterly ignore
orders from the governing body if it does not suit them to obey them. Under these
circumstances the Irish Volunteers must always remain an undisciplined disorganised mob
and | for one could not remain as a responsible officer ofthis force’.177 Colonel Moore tried
to calm Hillas and pleaded with him to wait and be patient with what he called the ‘casual
methods’ of his subordinates.I8 Moore argued that the delay in answering the requests for
information ‘is due to carelessness rather than any presumed hostility’.I® However, Hillas
refused to see it from Moore’s perspective and he was determined to resign arguing that
when ‘local commanders can pick and choose what orders they may obey, goodbye to all
discipline and authority’.3® Did Hillas act too impulsively?

Hillas may have been overly sensitive and it seemed that many strongly nationalist
Volunteer Corps commanders in Sligo were determined to secure the best possible training
for their units and some ofthem that responded promptly to Hillas’s request for information
later featured very prominently in the republican movement. In fact even before he received
a request for information from Hillas, Alec McCabe (1886-1972), commander of the Keash

Volunteers, Ballymote, wrote to Hillas on 18 August 1914 reporting himself as company

15 Colonel Maurice Moore to Seamus T. O’Cinneide, Ballymote Sligo VVolunteer Corps, 20 Aug. 1914 (N.L.I.,
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commander and added that he was ‘delighted to have some sensible person placed at the
head of affairs in the county’.'8 On 23 August 1914, after he had received Hillas’s letter
requesting information McCabe responded with detailed information concerning the Keash
Volunteer Corps.12 McCabe, the principal of Drumnagranchy N.S. near Keash was a
member of the militant republican organisation, the Irish Republican Brotherhood (I.R.B.)
and later commanded I.R.A. forces in Sligo during the War of Independence and Free State
troops during the Civil War.18 Two other commanders with strong nationalist views who
responded promptly to Hillas were Owen Tansey, Gurteen Volunteers and Seamus Devins,
Grange Volunteers. 18! Both men later took a very active role in the republican movement
during the War of Independence and the Civil War. It seemed as if these men shared the
pragmatism of Colonel Moore and were willing to accept training and organisation from a
unionist officer at least until they themselves gained the necessary experience.

It also seemed that more than five Sligo Volunteer commanders responded to Hillas’s
request for information concerning the commanders, numbers, training and experience of
their units by the time he resigned. In addition to Alec McCabe, Owen Tansey and Seamus
Devins, seven other officers in the Irish Volunteers, representing six corps of the County
Sligo Volunteers dated their replies to Hillas’s enquiries before 31 August 1914. The Sligo
Volunteer commanders, William Lipsett and Domnick Bree of the Collooney Corps,
Michael McDonagh, Geevagh Corps, William Caflrey, Easkey Corps, Robert Anderson,
Calry Corps, Thomas Clarke, Skreen/Dromard Corps and Tom Deignan, Maugherow Corps,
all responded to Hillas before his resignation on 2 September 1914.1% It is not known if
Hillas received all the replies to his request for information before he took the decision to
resign and Colonel Moore was probably correct when he asked Hillas to be patient with his
subordinates.

However, there was undoubtedly some opposition to Hillas amongst the ranks of the
Sligo Volunteer movement and it seemed to be enough to persuade him that he was not
acceptable as the Irish Volunteers County Sligo Inspection Officer. In addition to his own
181 Alec McCabe to Major Hillas, 18 Aug. 1914 (N.L.l., Maurice Moore papers, MS 10550).
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complaints concerning the distrust of many within the Sligo Volunteers over his unionist
politics and his Protestant landowning background, Hillas received a letter dated 2
September 1914, from Diarmiad Coffey, secretary to the chief of staff of the Irish
Volunteers informing Hillas that two south Sligo Corps areas were now attached to the
Ballina and Charlestown Corps of the Irish Volunteers in Co. Mayo.18% No specific reason
for this regional transfer is made apparent in the letter and it could quite possibly be due to
an organisational change. However, it is more likely that the territorial change was the
result of displeasure with Hillas within the Sligo Volunteers especially considering the
earlier hostility expressed towards him by some Volunteers in south Sligo, represented in
particular by Seamus O’Cinneide’s letter on 20 August 1914. On 1 September 1914 the
Mayor of Sligo, John Jinks, who had earlier supported Colonel Moore’s appointment of
Major Hillas, X wrote to Moore expressing his sorrow at Hillas’s decision to resign and
recommended that a Captain Foley of Rossaville take his place.18 In a letter to Jinks dated 2
September 1914, Moore, aware of the time constraints in preparing the Volunteers during
wartime, immediately appointed Captain Foley as Inspector of the County Sligo
Volunteers.2® Foley later declined the offer of the position in the Volunteers, as he was
preparing to serve in the British army.19

There seemed to have been a hardening of nationalist attitude in Sligo at this time and on
29 August 1914 the Sligo Champion argued that Home Rule must be on the statute books
before the Volunteers would fight for Britain, saying that ‘if not, English legislators will
find that the invitation to Irishmen to go to be shot to pieces for King and Country will not
be responded to with any great enthusiasm’.2L On the same date a small piece appeared in
the Sligo Champion, which was probably submitted by O’Cinneide or a member of the
Ballymote Volunteer Corps, declaring that the Volunteers should ‘not be too sanguine to
express opinions on the present European struggle. We don’t know where we stand, and it
is time enough for us to shout for our friends when we know who they are’.12 However,

with the trouble over unionist involvement in the Irish Volunteers and the lingering doubts
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over Home Rule aside, the R.I.C. Inspector for Co. Sligo was able to report at the end of
August 1914 that people’s sympathies were with the British forces.18

On 18 September 1914 Home Rule became law and was suspended until the end of the
war, and even though the position of Ulster within the new settlement was still vague, and
was sure to cause problems in the future, the Sligo Champion editorial of 19 September
1914 was able to say that ‘nationalists are ready to forget all quarrels to welcome their old
time enemies as friends’.191 However, with the difficulties regarding Ulster in mind the
editorial mentioned that ‘Ireland is quite spacious enough for two parties, it is not large
enough for two systems of government’.1% With the nationalists fighting for Home Rule
and unionists fighting against it, it remained to be seen how these two groups were to be
mutually satisfied.

As Home Rule was now on the statute books a renewed appeal was made to nationalists
in Sligo to join the army. Charles O’Hara, as president ofthe Sligo Recruiting Committee,
used the opportunity offered by the passing of Home Rule to submit an article to the Sligo
Champion encouraging nationalists to enlist in the army. O’Hara appealed to Sligomen to
‘come forward in response to Lord Kitchener’s call for men to uphold the interests of our
Empire and to assist in the war which is being fought in the interests of civilisation’.1%

On 19 September 1914, the day after Home Rule was granted, Thomas Scanlon M.P.,
visited Sligo town and spoke to a large crowd outside the town hall declaring, ‘Ireland is
now and shall be for all times a nation once again’. X7 Scanlon argued that Ireland had
received its freedom from a country at war and stressed Ireland’s obligations to the British
Empire. If Scanlon believed that his triumphant speech was going to go down well with all
sections of Sligo society, he was sorely mistaken and the speech received a very mixed
response from the crowd with some calling him a liar and shouting ‘to Hell with the
Empire’. 18 Fighting then broke out amongst the crowd, which was reported by the Sligo
Independent. The meeting ended with the singing of ‘A Nation Once Again’ and the Sligo
Independent mentioned that ‘while this was in progress several members ofthe crowd in the

street below engaged in a spirited bout of fisticuffs and the proceedings terminated
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abruptly’.I" However, the Sligo Champion, displayed a firm loyalty to Scanlon and the
I.P.P. and neglected to mention how the meeting was ultimately concluded.

It appeared that John Lynch and other members of the I.T.G.W.U. and Sligo Trades
Council including William Gibbons and Edward Harte led part of the crowd in heckling
Scanlon at the town hall.ZD On 21 September a meeting of Sligo Trades Council, with
Lynch absent, repudiated the actions of Lynch, Gibbons and Harte.ZL However, the
repudiation was reversed a week later when John Lynch and P.T. Daly were present.22 Paul
Bew in his work Ideology and the Irish Question has commented on the disruption caused
by members of Sligo Trades Council arguing that ‘in short, the nationalist sub-culture of
Sligo Labour had made its point and stood its ground’.ZB However, Michael Wheatley in
his study Nationalism and the Irish Party disagrees contending that the nationalist/labour
alliance ‘had not been part of Sligo’s nationalist ‘sub-culture’; rather it had been central to
the politics of the town throughout the pre-war period’. 2 Wheatley is nearer the truth and
the Trades Council, the I.T.G.W.U. and labour in Sligo were always part of the mainstream
politics ofthe town, as can be interpreted from the close relationship between the U.I.L., the
A.O.H and the labour movements in Sligo before the First World War.

In 1914 the Home Rule movement in Sligo embraced many groups, traditions and
organisations including farmers, labourers, employers, businessmen, employees, Catholics,
some Protestants, town and country dwellers, the U.l.L., A.O.H., the I.T.G.W.U., Sligo
Trades Council and the Labour party and it would remain to be seen how these disparate
groups would resolve their underlying differences. However, in the immediate short term
these groups would have very different ideas on how Ireland was to use her new found
legislative freedom and many surely harboured doubts about jumping into a war allied with
a country that had suppressed this legislative freedom for so long.

John Redmond had no doubts on what Ireland should do in wartime and on 20
September 1914 he gave a speech at Woodenbridge, Co. Wexford, urging the Irish
Volunteers to join the British army to guarantee the granting of Home Rule after the war.Zb

Would Redmond’s support for the British war effort divide nationalists? Eoin MacNeill, the
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founder of the Volunteers, and some Volunteer leaders did not support Redmond’s position
and the Volunteer movement was split between the majority, who now called themselves
Irish National Volunteers (I.N.V.), and generally referred to as the National Volunteers,
backed Redmond, and the minority, the Irish Volunteers, who remained under MacNeill’s
leadership. The chief nationalist organ in Sligo, the Sligo Champion, remained firm and
supported the official party line of the I.P.P. and supported Redmond and the National
Volunteers, declaring ‘Mr Redmond and the Irish Party are the nearest thing to a
government that we possess and simple commonsense demands that they should have the
controlling voice in the direction ofthe Volunteer force’.26 1fthe majority of Catholics and
nationalists in Sligo were to maintain their support for Redmond’s stance then the Catholic
Church must also give him its blessing. Fortunately for Redmond this blessing was
forthcoming in late September 1914 when a conference of Catholic clergy in Sligo endorsed
and thanked Redmond and the I.P.P. for obtaining Home Rule for Ireland and urged the
people to continue to support Redmond’s policies.2¥

The next step for the Redmond supporters in Sligo was to ensure that most Volunteers in
the county joined the National Volunteers and not the Irish Volunteers, and on 30
September 1914 a meeting was held in Sligo Town Hall to form a County Board for the
National Volunteers. The mayor, John Jinks, John O’Dowd and Thomas Scanlon, Sligo’s
two M.P.s, along with delegates from twenty-four Irish Volunteer Corps around Co. Sligo
attended the meeting. The meeting was a success for the I.P.P. and showed that the majority
of Volunteers in the county supported John Redmond’s position. However, the meeting
failed to form a working County Board for the Volunteers. Later in November Jinks wrote
to Volunteer H.Q. regretting that a County Board had not yet been formed but he maintained
that he was ‘anxious to form one’.2B On 30 September 1914 the Sligo Champion argued
that the majority of Volunteers in Co. Sligo took Redmond’s side and Volunteers in Sligo
were ‘true to a man to Mr Redmond and the Party’.2B The various branches passed
resolutions of support for Redmond in September and October.20 The I.P.P. could breath a
sigh of relief in Sligo, they had the support of the Sligo Champion and the Catholic Church

and the majority of Volunteers backed Redmond and the party.
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However, support for the 1 P.P.’s position was not universal. On 1 October 1914 John
Lynch organized a public anti-recruitment demonstration in Sligo town with over 120
people present2ll and although the U.IL.L. in Co. Sligo seemed to have won over the majority
of the Volunteer corps to Redmond’s side, there was one corps in the county which
remained defiant. On 8 October 1914 the Tubbercurry Irish Volunteer Corps passed a
resolution, affirming their allegiance ‘to the principles for which we were enrolled viz to
defend the rights and liberties common to all Irishmen. As the provisional committee of
which Mr John MacNeill is the chairman is the only national committee now adhering to the
above principles we hereby affirm our allegiance to that committee’.212

However, a letter from Charles McCoy, Ballylara near Tubbercurry to Volunteer
headquarters in early November claimed that the 8 October meeting of Tubbercurry
Volunteers was not representative.2l3 McCoy believed that what he described as ‘general
apathy’ had reduced active membership from 300 to seventeen and he claimed that the
seventeen men were all of the *‘Sinn Fein camp’.24 According to McCoy the Tubbercurry
Sinn Feiners were branding Redmond as ‘the mercenary recruiting agent of the British
Government’.25 However, McCoy’s real purpose seemed to be exploiting the opportunity
to promote himself within the Volunteer movement and he mentioned ‘that he would be
prepared to undertake organising work in this county if the committee requires such’, and
listed out his credentials saying he had plenty of experience in organising men and that he
was a retired R.I.C. sergeant.2lb

It seemed that National Volunteer H.Q. did not take McCoy’s concerns seriously and
later on 22 February 1915 McCoy again wrote to Volunteer H.Q. complaining that they had
done nothing in relation to his letter dated 8 October 1914 to revive the Volunteer Corps in
Tubbercurry. He was convinced that in early 1915 he had ardent enemies among the Sinn
Feiners and argued that there were no National Volunteers in Tubbercurry now. He
believed that he could have done something if he had received ‘assistance, guidance or

encouragement from the executive authority to proceed’.2l7 An R.1.C. report on the meeting
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in Tubbercurry on 8 October mentioned that the meeting was attended by thirteen men who
were opposed to Redmond’s policy of support for Britain2i8

A small number of others were also opposed to Redmond and in late October 1914 anti-
recruiting posters were found all over Sligo town dismissing Redmond’s policy of
cooperation and declaring that the Volunteers were for the defence of Ireland and ‘that
individual Volunteers must be true to their pledge and not desert Ireland or Ireland’s army
for England’s army’.219 At the end of October 1914 the R.I.C. Co. Sligo Inspector reported
that three branches of the Volunteers, Keash, Tubbercurry and Grange, were remaining as
Irish Volunteers and were supporting MacNeill.Z20 However, out of the estimated 5,000
members of the Volunteers in October 1914 only 280 supported MacNeill.2L It is
interesting to see that the R.I.C. were labelling those who supported MacNeill as ‘Sinn
Feiners’, even though MacNeill and the Irish Volunteers had no official connection with the
Sinn Fein Party. However, the Sinn Fein Party was completely opposed to Irishmen
fighting for Britain, and it became convenient for those in authority to brand all those
opposed to the war as ‘Sinn Feiners’. From the I.P.P.’s perspective the numbers opposing
them in Co. Sligo were very small and most probably did not concern them too much.

After the I.P.P. secured Home Rule and the declarations of support for Redmond, and the
most enthusiastic members had joined up, there seemed to be no real role for the VVolunteers
and there was a falling off in support for the National Volunteers. Most of the skilled
instructors joined up as well. Reports on local National Volunteer units in the Sligo
Champion mention this and on 10 October only very small numbers were attending drill
practice in Riverstown and Skreen/Dromard in Co. Sligo.Z22 On 7 November 1914 reports in
the Sligo Champion indicated that there was a general ‘slacking off in Volunteer units in
the county.2B

Why did it take so long to organise the Volunteers in Co. Sligo after the declaration of
war? Much can be blamed on the lack of Volunteer interest after Home Rule was achieved
and while many of the original members enlisted, few others seemed willing to take on the
thankless and demanding task of organising the National Volunteers in Sligo and the trouble

with Hillas had also delayed organisation at a crucial time. However, although there were
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local problems in organising the Volunteers, the British government could have done much
more to help the National Volunteers in the country. After all the National Volunteers had
been committed to supporting Britain in the war and had recruited thousands of men around
Ireland for the British army. The British government never did much to encourage the
National Volunteers, who had not joined the British army, in their efforts to become
involved in home defence. As David Fitzpatrick has argued, most probably the government
remained suspicious of all nationalists and refused to assign the defence of Irish shores to
the National Volunteers.Z4

Nationalists were also feeling suspicious of unionists, and in the first few months of the
war nationalists in Sligo believed they were enlisting in greater numbers than local
unionists. An article, by recruiting campaigner R.J. Kelly, appeared in the Sligo Champion
on 23 December 1914 claiming that unionists had waited for five weeks after war was
declared before they arranged through their leaders to enlist, and then they did so not
regularly and in the ordinary way, but on their own terms. He urged unionists and
Orangemen to lay aside their prejudices and join nationalists in their attempts to fill the
ranks of the Irish Brigade.25 Further criticism of unionist volunteering in Sligo came in late
January 1915 when the Sligo Champion claimed that Sligo unionists were not volunteering
in large numbers and those who did enlist had the influence to ensure that they were posted
to areas away from the frontline.26 The Sligo Champion expressed the hope that ‘Sligo
unionists will very soon give more practical proof than they have hitherto given of their
loyalty to the Empire and follow the noble and self-sacrificing example set them by the
nationalists’. 27

Sligo unionists were quick to defend themselves and the Sligo Independent reported on a
meeting of the junior branch of the Sligo 1.U.A., in February 1915 where the members
expressed their annoyance regarding the Sligo Champions criticism of unionist
volunteering and in an eagerness to avoid offending the nationalist majority the Sligo
Independent maintained that many from both communities in Sligo had joined the army.23
The Sligo branch of the 1.U.A. also claimed that they had supported war charities saying
that they had ‘sent about £600 to relieve those who were in distress, they had sent something

like £700 to the Prince of Wales Fund, and they had also raised about £1,200 to support the
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Belgian Refugees’.29 In early November 1914, both Protestant and Catholic women were
particularly involved in setting up a committee, the ‘“Town and County Association for War
Work’, under the chairmanship of Charles O’Hara, in an effort to help Belgians displaced
by the war and in November 1914 twenty-four had arrived in Sligo and were accommodated
in the military barracks.Z0 By early January 1915 there were fifty-six Belgian refugees in
Sligo. A

The Sligo Champion did not engage in any more criticism of Sligo unionist volunteering
and the paper switched its criticism to the lack of Ulster unionist enlistment and over the
course of 1915 editorials appeared in the Sligo Champion condemning the Ulster Division
for remaining in Ireland while thousands of nationalists had gone abroad and were killed or
wounded.2Z2 Concern over Ulster unionist recruitment and Home Rule was also expressed
by Thomas Scanlon M.P. when he wrote to the branches of the U.l.L. in Sligo in February
1915 cautioning nationalists not to lose interest in the Home Rule movement and warning
nationalists that ‘the Ulster fanatics, notwithstanding the apparent truce between the
different political leaders, are still threatening Civil War’.23

However, recruiting levels in Sligo town from August 1914 and up to mid February 1915
were high, while the county areas lagged behind. In the period 4 August 1914 to 15
February 1915, 350 recruits and 200 reservists had joined up from Co. Sligo and of the 350
recruits, Sligo town had supplied 279 of them, while 152 of the reservists were from Sligo
town.234 It seemed that the town of Sligo was supplying most of the army recruits since the
beginning of the war and complaints that Sligo farmers, both Protestant and Catholic, were
not responding to the call to arms was expressed by nationalists and unionists at a recruiting
meeting held in Sligo town on 8 April 191S.25 At this meeting Major Charles O’Hara,
H.M.L., Thomas Scanlon, M.P. and William Russell Fenton (1852-1933), D.L. (Deputy
Lieutenant), Clerk of the Peace and Crown and a member of the Sligo I.U.A., all called on

farmers to enlist.Z%
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Why were Sligo farmers staying at home while many townspeople were joining up?
Despite the efforts of prominent nationalists and unionists and the examples set by them to
encourage enlistment, most farmers and their sons saw it as much more profitable to remain
at home and obtain a good price for their produce in time of war, rather than join the
army.Z¥ By May 1915 it seemed that most recruits in Co. Sligo came from the labouring
classes of Sligo and the other towns.28

With little in the way of industry in Sligo during the war, lack of employment
encouraged men from Sligo town to enlist. One of the largest factories in Sligo town at the
time was the Connaught Manufacturing Company, which was owned by Sir Josslyn Gore-
Booth (1869-1944). Gore-Booth was a member of the Church of Ireland and was a large
landowner based at Lissadell in Co. Sligo. Gore-Booth, as a passionate unionist, was
strongly opposed to Irish Home Rule. In May 1915 the Connaught Manufacturing
Company secured a contract from the War Office to produce 20,000 shirts for the army,
which offered some employment.Z® However, during the war economic activity at Sligo
port was reduced because of wartime restrictions and German naval activity, and with a
reduced need for labour at the port, many unemployed and semi-employed dockworkers
were forced to join the army.

In April 1915 the Irish Guards band visited Sligo in order to stimulate recruitment and in
June it was the turn of the Connaught Rangers band to attend recruitment meetings in
Sligo.2D On both occasions large gatherings were held at Sligo Town Hall, where local
nationalists and unionists appealed for more men to enlist and it proved to be an opportunity
for both communities to unite in their praise of Sligo town’s contribution of young men to
the British army, while nationalists and unionists continued to complain that farmers’ sons,
both Protestant and Catholic, were notjoining up.21

However, unionists and nationalists in Sligo were not entirely united when it came to
recruitment for the British army. At the end of 1915 the poor response of farmers’ sons to
recruiting developed into a contentious issue between the unionist Sligo Independent and the
nationalist Sligo Champion. At the end of October and in early November 1915 the Sligo

Independent made the accusation that farmers’ sons were emigrating to the U.S.A. in order
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to avoid joining the army.22 The Sligo Champion criticised the Sligo Independent for
reporting on the emigration of farmers’ sons and maintained that numbers emigrating to
America from Ireland were actually lower in 1915 than they had been in previous years.2B
The Sligo Independent backed down and claimed they were simply pointing out the poor
response of the farming classes to recruiting.24

However, there were also differences within nationalism in Sligo which became more
apparent at this stage of the war. The Irish Home Rule Act had made the I.P.P. redundant
and local Home Rulers began to doubt their leaders, especially after May 1915 when the
I.P.P. supported a new British coalition government, which included many stubborn
unionists.26 An indication of the growing uncertainty of local Home Rulers with the I.P.P.
policy of supporting Britain in the war can be found in the events surrounding the 1916
Sligo mayoral election.

Since the start of the war the mayor John Jinks was actively involved in recruitment for
the army and he chaired many recruiting meetings in Sligo. His commitment to recruiting
seemed to have become a key issue in the election for mayor in January 1916. Jinks must
have been aware that his support for recruitment and the I.P.P. stance on the war was
jeopardising his position locally and a few weeks before the vote he wrote to Charles
O’Hara asking if he could use his influence with the military authorities to release two
corporation members, Peter Keely and David McSharry, from service in France and allow
them to return home on leave and support his candidature for mayor.26 O’Hara promised
that he would do his best in the matter.2%

At the corporation meeting on 24 January 1916 Jinks was proposed by EdwardFoley and
seconded by Peter Keely, who along with David McSharry had beenallowed home on
leave. D M. Hanley opposed Jinks and although he did not speak out publicly against
recruitment, and had in April 1915 lent his car for a county recruiting tour28 he made no
statement of support for recruitment or the 1.P.P. backing of the British war effort and many
believed that he was privately against supporting Britain in the war. The election result

proved to be close but Jinks was elected by eleven votes to nine.20 Hanley felt comfortable
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enough with his stance to admit publicly after the election that while his initial protest was
against the mismanagement of corporation finances, the campaign against Jinks had come to
be fought on the issue of recruiting.Z Many of those who voted for Hanley were later to
play active roles in Sinn Fein. Hanley was strongly supported by the Labour Party
councillors, which was an early indication of the future cooperation between Sinn Fein and
Labour.

Some nationalists may have been having doubts over supporting the British war effort, at
the end of January 1916. However, Protestant unionists in Sligo seemed to have no such
doubts and the Sligo Independent published the names and pictures of ten Protestant women
from Sligo who were serving as nurses in France. Bl All the women were either the wives or
daughters of Protestant landowners or businessmen in Sligo.Z2 Other women from this
background sacrificed their time and money to provide comforts for soldiers who were
home in Sligo on sick leave or those soldiers who were so badly injured they were unable to
return to combat. In February 1916 entertainment was organised by Lady Georgina Gore-
Booth, wife of Sir Josslyn Gore-Booth, at Lissadell to raise funds ‘to provide comforts for
our soldiers’.Z3 In August 1916 twenty-three wounded Protestant and Catholic soldiers
from Sligo town serving with the Connaught Rangers were invited to Hazelwood as the
guests of Muriel Perceval, where they engaged in sports and boating activities.Z4

During the First World War the women of Sligo town and environs, especially the wives
of businessmen and landed men, both Protestant and Catholic, all became deeply involved
raising funds for Sligo prisoners of war held in Germany. A total of sixty-four prisoners
from Sligo town and county were listed as prisoners of war in Germany and Turkey during
the war.Zb In December 1915 Christmas gifts were sent over to the prisoners of war held in
Germany from the people of Sligo town and county.Z5 The donations and concern shown
by Protestants and Catholics in Sligo for the prisoners of war proved to be an opportunity
for both communities to combine their efforts in a common cause. Were both communities
becoming closer because oftheir shared experience of the war or were old differences lying

just under the surface?
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John MacKay Wilson provided an important insight into local unionist opinion in Sligo
at this time. Wilson was travelling around Ireland gaining the opinions of anonymous or
semi-anonymous unionists on various issues ranging from recruitment to the growth of the
Sinn Fein movement. During his first visit to Sligo in February 1916 Wilson spoke to five
different Protestant unionists.2/ The five men interviewed were Alexander Lyons, a
solicitor, Francis Nelson, a jeweller, William Fenton, the Clerk of Crown and Peace,
businessman Arthur Jackson, and Major Charles O’Hara H.M.L.ZB

What was the attitude of Sligo unionists towards recruitment? All five men told Wilson
that Sligo town had done well as regards recruiting, while Alex Lyons and Francis Nelson
tried to claim that unionists had done more for recruiting in Sligo than nationalists.Z® This
claim did not seem to be true as the most prominent nationalist politicians in Sligo,
including the mayor John Jinks, and the two nationalist M.P.s, John O’Dowd and Thomas
Scanlon, were supporting the war effort and had been involved in recruitment since the start
of the war. Francis Nelson and Arthur Jackson also mentioned that they believed the
Catholic clergy were not doing enough to encourage recruitment.Z) There is little evidence
to suggest that the Catholic clergy in Sligo were opposed to recruiting at this time and when
Mike O’Leary V.C., a lieutenant in the Connaught Rangers visited Sligo in November 1915
to encourage recruiting, Catholic clergy and members of the Sligo Catholic Institute
provided entertainment for O’Leary, and the officers and men of the Connaught Rangers
embarked on a recruiting campaign after they had attended mass at Sligo Catholic
Cathedral. Al

What were their opinions on unionism and Home Rule? When Wilson visited Sligo he
found that unionists were focused on supporting the war effort and was informed by the five
unionists he interviewed that the Sligo branch ofthe 1.U.A. was virtually inactive.Z Francis
Nelson pessimistically informed Wilson that he didn’t believe that the unionist movement in
Sligo could ever be reactivated again.Z3 On the other hand, Arthur Jackson maintained that
‘unionists would again stand up’, and that a settlement along federal lines was discussed by
&7 J.M. Wilson’s tour of Ireland, Co. Sligo, 24 Feb. 1916 (P.R.O.N.1., J.M. Wilson papers, D/989/A/9/7). Ona
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railway director, big merchant, and MrE. - C. O’Hara, H.M.L.
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some Sligo unionists.Z4 The fact that some Sligo unionists were discussing the idea of a
federal settlement indicated a change in attitude by unionists towards Home Rule. It later
transpired that it was William Fenton that proposed a federal relationship between Britain
and Ireland and he later requested that O’Hara approach the I.U.A. leadership with his
suggestions.Zb

Unionists in Sligo also told Wilson that they were very dissatisfied with government
policy and William Fenton informed Wilson that the Irish Chief Secretary Augustine Birrell,
‘does not represent the loyalists of Ireland’.26 Wilson had received very similar responses
concerning the decline in unionist activity since the start of the war and unionist bitterness
towards the government when he had visited the counties of Clare, Tipperary, Waterford
and Wexford in January 1916.%7

Of particular concern to the Sligo unionists interviewed by Wilson was the growth of the
Sinn Fein movement. William Fenton told Wilson that ‘Sinn Feiners” in Sligo were more
numerous than people thought and that they wanted Germany to win the war. He also
mentioned that Home Rulers in Sligo actually feared the *Sinn Feiners’ and ‘would
welcome their arrest’.28 O’Hara blamed Sinn Fein activity for the small number of recruits
from the country areas of County Sligo and at the end of January 1916.20 However, the
R.I.C. Co. Sligo inspector believed that Sinn Fein was damaging recruitment in Sligo,
especially in the countryside.20

However, most nationalists in Sligo were generally supportive of recruiting and were not
publicly opposing it and it would seem that the low number of recruits from the country
areas had more to do with the attractiveness of staying on the land while agricultural prices
were high. When it came to those opposing the war, Sinn Fein did not appear to have a
large membership or support base in Sligo at the time. Over the course ofthe year 1915 the
R.I1.C. Co. Sligo Inspector consistently mentioned that Sinn Fein was gathering strength in

the county. However, he could only point to the fact that 254 members of the estimated
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4,544 members of the Volunteers in Sligo were ‘Sinn Feiners’, which was not a very large
number.271

Part of the unionist exaggeration of the Sinn Fein threat in Sligo at the time may have
been to try and rekindle unionist support during the war. On 11 March 1916 Sir Malby
Crofton, landowner and a leading member of the Sligo 1.U.A., wrote to Charles Beresford,
honorary secretary of the 1.U.A., complaining that while the government was demanding
more recruits they were doing absolutely nothing to control Sinn Fein activists, who were
frustrating recruiting meetings.22 At a recruiting meeting at Sligo Town Hall on 25 March
in 1916, Sergeant Prunty of the Recruiting Office strongly condemned Sinn Fein, and
blamed them for discouraging men from joining the army.2.3 To blame Sinn Fein for low
recruiting numbers was obviously easier than admitting that at this stage of the war, young
men in Sligo were becoming rather reluctant to serve in a war that was now entering its third
year with no immediate victory by either side in sight.

Unionists were not the only ones in Sligo concerned by the growth of Sinn Fein and at
the Sligo County Council meeting of the 15 April 1916, John O’Dowd, M.P. attacked Sinn
Feiners calling them ‘a gang of non-entities’.2Z4 At the meeting John Hennigan, a nationalist
councillor from the Drumcliff area argued that Sinn Fein had countered conscription more
effectively than any other group in Ireland. O’Dowd’s assault on Sinn Fein was probably
due to the fact that he felt that his seat would be threatened by Sinn Fein at the next election.
Alex Lyons, in his interview with Wilson in February 1916, thought that O’Dowd would be
defeated in south Sligo at the next election.25 The R.I.C. also believed that some ‘Sinn
Feiners’ were present in south Sligo,2® although the term ‘Sinn Feiner’ was used loosely by
the authorities in Sligo to refer to all those who opposed the war, regardless if they belonged
to the Sinn Fein Party or not.

However, if the war continued for much longer, O’Dowd was an astute enough politician
to be aware that Sinn Fein support would grow and his seat would be under threat by a Sinn
Fein candidate at the next general election. At this time Sinn Fein did not seem to be

aggressively opposing recruitment and when the Connaught Rangers visited Tubbercurry in
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south Sligo in March 1916 the Sligo Independent reported that ‘throughout the visit the
military received an enthusiastic reception despite the fact that Sinn Feinism is fairly
prevalent in the district’ .27 At this stage it still remained to be seen if Sinn Fein in Sligo
would turn out to be the serious threat that Sligo unionists and John O’Dowd believed they
would be.

Sinn Fein may have not been a serious threat, but there were some nationalists who were
willing to take extreme measures to secure Irish independence from Britain and on 24 April
1916 units of the Irish Volunteers along with the Irish Citizen Army occupied some key
positions around Dublin City Centre and staged a rebellion against British rule in Ireland.
British troops and police heavily outnumbered the rebels and on 29 April the insurgents
surrendered. The rebellion was later associated with Sinn Fein, even though the party had
taken no active part in it. However, the term ‘Sinn Feiner’ was already in wide usage by the
British government, the R.1.C., unionists and the 1.P.P. before the rebellion in April 1916
and it proved to be a convenient blanket term to describe all those willing to endorse
physical force to achieve greater Irish independence. How was the news of the rebellion
received in Sligo?

The reports of the 1916 Rising and the unexpected attack on British rule in Ireland had
surprised most of the unionist and nationalist population of Sligo town. Not surprisingly,
the unionist Sligo Independent condemned Sinn Fein and described the uprising as a ‘mad
scheme’.ZzB The Sligo Champion editorial on 20 May did not condemn the rebels and
instead criticised the revolutionary doctrine preached by Ulster unionists for the events
leading to the Rising in Dublin.Z® This could be indicative of a change in attitude of the
nationalist press towards Irish involvement in the First World War or it could be that the
paper sympathised with the frustration of many nationalists over the suspension of Home
Rule for the duration of the war.

The actions of the British authorities following the Easter Rising were very heavy
handed and while some of the leaders of the Rising in Dublin were executed, local leaders
and members of the Irish Volunteers from around the country were arrested and imprisoned.
The Irish Volunteers in Sligo at the time numbered about 136 men in three branches and
some Irish Volunteer leaders in Sligo knew that the Rising was going to take place but
because of confusion over the exact date when the insurrection would commence they were
27 S.1., 1 Apr. 1916.
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29S.C., 20 May 1916.
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unable to mobilise their units in time to take any action.20 However, British troops were
sent to Sligo and they arrested fifteen men of the Cliffony Volunteers and allegedly found
caches of arms and ammunition.&

At first the Rising was not popular amongst the majority of the people in Sligo but the
news of the execution of Irishmen by the British authorities swayed public sympathy in
favour of Sinn Fein. On 20 May 1916 the Sligo Champion commented on the execution of
the leaders of the 1916 Rising saying ‘a sickening thud went through the heart of Ireland
with each fresh announcement’2®2 and a week later on 27 May, the paper’s editorial argued
that people from Sligo who had nothing to do with the Rising in Dublin were being arrested
and this was resulting in ‘a good deal of dissatisfaction’ .28

In June some of the prisoners arrested in Cliffony were released and mayor Jinks
welcomed them back to Sligo while he also demanded the release of the remaining Cliffony
prisoners. 2 On 26 June 1916, at a meeting of the Irish National Aid Association in Sligo,
an organisation set up to help the families of those imprisoned and executed following the
1916 Rising, Jinks condemned the executions arguing that ‘the Government has gone a bit
too far with regard to taking the lives of fifteen true Irishmen’.2% This was a difficult period
for politicians such as Jinks who had supported Redmond’s backing of Britain in the war
and now more than ever he had to be keenly sensitive of public opinion and to keep his
pulse on the rapidly changing mood of the electorate.

Jinks was in a difficult position as regards his support for British army recruiting in Sligo
and in May, June and July 1916 recruiting in the county had almost ceased.2% Jinks also had
to be careful not to aggravate the Catholic hierarchy which was strongly opposed to
violence in pursuit of Irish self-government. The majority of the Catholic clergy were
opposed to the Rising but many were shocked by the actions of the British government in
the wake of the rebellion. The Catholic Church, like the people, were not a homogenous
group and although the Catholic hierarchy in Sligo condemned the actions of the rebels, a
few younger Catholic priests in Sligo, who were well known to the authorities, were very

supportive of Sinn Fein including Michael O’Flanagan, C.C. Grange, Brian Crehan C.C.
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Grange, Rev William O’Flaherty C.C. Sligo and Rev John O’Donoghue. P.P. Templeboy.2
Younger priests in Sligo may have been more inclined to support Sinn Fein than their older,
more conservative superiors.

Fr P.J. O’Grady, P.P. in Keash since 1889 and an older member of the Catholic clergy in
Sligo and an original founder ofthe U.l.L. and the Irish Volunteer movement in Sligo was a
prominent supporter of John Redmond and the I.P.P. He had assisted in the reorganisation
of the Irish National Volunteers in Sligo after the split over their involvement in the First
World War. In July 1915 Fr O’Grady had Alec McCabe, a vocal Sinn Fein member, a
commander in the Irish Volunteers and an opponent of Irish Volunteer involvement on
Britain’s side in the First World War, removed as principal of Drumnagranchy N.S. near
Keash.28 It seemed that Fr Felix Bourke, Fr O’Grady’s assistant, had complained about
McCabe’s lack of professionalism after a visit to Drumnagranchy N.S.28 Fr Bourke also
recorded that he disapproved of McCabe on a personal level.20 Fr Bourke later joined the
British army as a chaplain and served in France.2 Following an enquiry in June 1915 Fr
O’Grady sent a report to the Commissioners of National Education stating that McCabe had
not carried out his duties as a teacher effectively and that he had a disrespectful attitude to
Fr Bourke.xp

However, it appeared that politics was behind the whole incident and importantly Fr
O’Grady seemed to emphasise in his report to the Commissioners of National Education
that McCabe was ‘a recognised associate and leader of an objectionable and political society
in the parish which has been the cause of disunity and outrage’.Z8 McCabe was removed as
principal even though he had a lot of support from the local community including the
parents of pupils. McCabe’s republican sympathies were never in doubt and any hope of his
reinstatement as principal of Drumnagranchy N.S. evaporated when he was arrested on 6
November 1915 by the R.I.C. at Sligo railway station with a revolver and a bag containing

gelignite, fuses and detonators.2%
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The U.I.L. in Sligo and the rest of the country had remained quiet publicly in the
immediate aftermath of the Rising and the organisation neither condemned nor spoke in
favour of the insurrection. In late June 1916 the U.l.L. tried to be as diplomatic as possible,
and many Sligo branches of U.l.L. passed resolutions of support for Redmond and the I.P.P.
and demanded the release of the Irishmen arrested after the Rising.26 What was the reaction
of Sligo unionists to the Rising?

The Rising jolted the unionist movement into life again and some unionists demanded
that the government should take a tougher stance on Irish nationalism. In a letter written
during the Rising Charles O’Hara was so angry that he almost accused the government of
collusion with Sinn Fein when he wrote: ‘as these men have been allowed to go about
Dublin fully armed and practice street fighting for some time past, we can all assume that
the powers that be are in full sympathy with the Sinn Fein movement'.26 Nationally
unionists were calling for the appointment of a hard-line Irish Chief Secretary opposed to
Home Rule, and on 11 May 1916 J.M. Wilson wrote to Sir Edward Carson calling for
martial law to be kept in force for at least six months and demanded determined action
against all nationalist organisations in Ireland.2r

The British government’s reaction to the Rising was a mixture of coercion and
conciliation and after the execution of the chief organisers of the Rising and the
imprisonment of Sinn Fein and Irish Volunteer leaders, the British government wished to try
and convince the various Irish parties to agree to self-government after the war. The Rising
forced John Redmond and the I.P.P. to demand that Home Rule should be implemented
immediately. The Rising also underlined the differences between Ulster and southern
unionists. The unionists of north-eastern Ireland, now increasingly represented by the
Ulster Unionist Council (U.U.C.) and not the I.U.A., wanted six Ulster counties to be
excluded from Home Rule and would agree to the partition ofthe country on that basis. The
government tried to convince the southern unionists, represented by the 1 U.A., to agree to
partition while promising certain safeguards for them. However, southern unionists were
completely opposed to this. The southern unionists also resented the U.U.C.’s decision to
accept partition, which would make Home Rule even more distasteful to them as it would

separate them from the large unionist population in the north.28 Redmond agreed to
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partition for a limited period of time. However, he was completely opposed to the
permanent partition of Ireland.

On 17 June 1916 the Sligo Champion backed Redmond declaring that three fourths of
Ireland in the hands of Irishmen will not be bad for a start’.29 The exclusion of Ulster from
Home Rule was not acceptable to all the local government supporters of Redmond and the
Sligo Champion printed resolutions against the partition of Ireland from the Sligo Board of
Guardians, Sligo District Council, Sligo Corporation and Tubbercurry Board of Guardians.
Sligo Rural District Council passed the resolution demanding that Home Rule should be
immediately granted for the whole of Ireland.3D

On 1 July 1916a meeting of the north Sligo Executive ofthe U.I.L. was held in order to
assess the opinion of the U.I.L. clubs in the constituency and decided by fourteen votes to
eight against the exclusion of Ulster from Home Rule and advised their delegate to the
National U.l.L. Conference, John Jinks, to vote accordingly.31 The Sligo Champion, a
consistently loyal supporter of John Redmond refused to report on the meeting. At the
National meeting on 10 July Jinks remained loyal to his party leader, John Redmond, and
voted in favour of the exclusion of Ulster from Home Rule.3® How would the news of
Jinks’s vote be received in Sligo?

Jinks, obviously aware o fthe repercussions of his actions did not attend the next meeting
of the north Sligo Executive and instead sent a letter urging nationalists to remain loyal to
Redmond.3B At the meeting Jinks and Thomas Scanlon, M.P. were heavily criticised for
their support of Ulster’s exclusion. Rev P.A. Butler tried to calm the meeting by calling for
a resolution of confidence in the I P.P. However, it did not go down well with the gathered
crowd and a compromise resolution condemning the British government for deceiving
Redmond and the I.P.P. was passed.3% At this point there was a serious breakdown in the
U.l.L. and I.P.P. machine in Sligo and it represented a turning point for nationalism in the
town and county.

In July 1916 the Co. Sligo R.I.C. Co. Inspector summed up the mood of the people in

Sligo when he reported that ‘no one seems pleased at the proposed partition of Ireland but
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the choice seems to be between following the Irish Party and absolute chaos’.3% At the end
of July 1916, while under pressure from his supporters and when the frill details of the
Home Rule changes regarding Ulster were made public in the House of Commons,
Redmond withdrew his support from the scheme to leave Ulster out of the Home Rule
settlement. In its editorial on 29 July 1916 the Sligo Nationalist criticised the British
government for going back on its word and the paper called on the people to support
Redmond and the I.P.P.3%B

The trouble over Home Rule and the Ulster unionist acceptance of partition further
assisted the growth of Sinn Féin in Sligo.37 In order to deflect criticism from Redmond’s
initial acceptance of partition, the Sligo Champion editorial of 22 July 1916 focused on the
dispute between Ulster unionists and southern unionists over the amendments to Home Rule
and the separate settlement advocated by Ulster unionists. The editorial criticised southern
unionists for underestimating the lengths to which Ulster unionists would go to guarantee
their exclusion from Home Rule and the Ulster unionists were accused of selfishly looking
after their own interests at the expense of the southern unionists.38 Unionism in Sligo
remained publicly silent on the dispute within the movement over partition and the Sligo
Independent made no comment on the issue. At this time southern unionists could have
cooperated with Redmond and the I.P.P. and sacrificed the unity with Ulster, but they
decided not to do so.

Support for the Rising was beginning to grow in Sligo and on 9 August 1916 Sligo
Corporation passed a resolution of deep regret at the execution of Roger Casement, one of
those involved in the preparations for the 1916 Rising.3® In early September Thomas
Scanlon M.P. gave a speech to the Sligo town branch of the U.l.L., and while he praised the
nobility of the men during the 1916 Rising and the way they fought, he argued that they
fought not only an impossible fight against the British Empire but they had fought ‘against
the national interests of Ireland’.30 He respected their courage and determination but now
he appealed for ‘common sense’ to prevail.3l His speech was appeasing and was more

notable for what Scanlon didn’t say, which was that Home Rule would be introduced after
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the war, as a result of the painstakingly patient peaceful constitutional nationalism of the
I.P.P. and rash actions by those that took part in the Rising had jeopardised decades of hard
work.

At this time U.l.L. activity was declining in Sligo and R.1.C. reports at the end of June
and July mention this and indicate that support for Sinn Fein was increasing in Sligo.32 In
September an effort was made to reorganise the U.l.L. in Sligo and by the end of the month
the U.l.L. appeared to be recovering.33 However, this was probably more due to the fact
that John Redmond was scheduled to visit Sligo on 29 October 1916 and by December Sinn
Fein was again in the ascendancy in Sligo.34

How active was the Sinn Fein movement in Sligo at this time? In November 1916 Sinn
Fein set up a club in Sligo town and became intensely involved in anti-recruiting
activities.35 Early 1917 saw the Sinn Fein movement in Sligo become very active
politically, and in January and February 1917 Sligo Sinn Fein Party members campaigned
for Count Plunkett, father of the executed Joseph Plunkett who had participated in the 1916
Rising. Plunkett was elected Sinn Fein M.P. in the north Roscommon by-election in
February 1917.

By 1917 all the councillors on Sligo Corporation, except John Jinks and John P. Higgins,
who remained loyal to the I.P.P., belonged to either the Sinn Fein Party or the Labour
Party.36 Edward Foley had been a strong supporter of the U.I.L./LP.P., and it is difficult to
tell if he was Sinn Fein or not, although Sam Tarrant, in a letter to the Sligo Champion,
claimed that Foley supported Count Plunkett’s campaign.37

The elections for Sligo Corporation took place in January 1917 and the Sinn Fein and
Labour candidates won twenty-two of the twenty-four seats and Sinn Fein councillor
Dudley Hanley was unanimously elected as Sligo town’s new mayor.38 One of the first
actions of the new corporation was to invite Count Plunkett to Sligo to receive the Freedom
of the Borough. On 11 March 1917 Charles O’Hara wrote to Sir Bryan Mahon,
Commander in Chiefof British forces in Ireland complaining that if the government did not

prevent Count Plunkett from coming to Sligo, then the government would assist the growth
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of the Sinn Fein movement. O’Hara went on to warn Mahon that the Sinn Feiners in Sligo
have ‘arms and ammunition in plenty and it was only from want of organisation that we
escaped a rising in Sligo last year’ .39

In the end the authorities took no action to prevent Count Plunkett from receiving the
honour and on 17 March 1917 Count Plunkett was made a Freeman of Sligo town.3D
O’Hara may have been over exaggerating the military threat of Sinn Fein in order to get
more troops sent to Sligo and although the R.I1.C. believed that the Sligo Irish Volunteers
were drilling and training in secret at this time, they did not believe that the Volunteers had
many weapons.3L

However, the British government were now fearful that the growth in Sinn Fein
popularity was jeopardising the war effort and in March 1917 the government proposed the
idea that the various Irish parties should attend a convention and discuss all the issues
relating to Irish self-government and the status of Ulster within a future settlement.22 Many
Sligo unionists were accepting the fact that some form of change in the legislative union
between Britain and Ireland after the war was inevitable In a letter to Charles O ’Hara dated
26 March 1917 John O’Donell, a member of the 1.U.A., argued that southern unionists
should at least keep an open mind on Home Rule.23 O’Hara, a determined unionist, seemed
to have been convinced to at least think about the idea of Irish self-government and he
displayed a significant change of mind when he wrote to Sir Malby Crofton on 27 March
1917 expressing the view that the I.U.A. should consider entertaining any proposals made
by the British government concerning Home Rule.34

On 1 June 1917 the I1.U.A. agreed to participate in the proposed convention and
authorised the unionist delegates to the convention to argue for the maintenance of the
Union between Britain and lIreland. However, the I.U.A also wanted the delegates ‘to
consider and discuss and possibly agree to such other solution as would safeguard imperial
interests and the rights of the minority in the south and west’.35 The convention was
scheduled to meet on 25 July 1917 in Trinity College, Dublin and Sir Horace Plunkett

would chair the convention, while ninety-five members of the various Irish parties and
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interest groups would attend. The British government selected ten delegates to represent
southern unionist interests.6 Lord Midleton, a Cork landowner and chairman ofthe 1.U. A.
since 1909 would lead the southern unionist delegation.37

Midleton’s deputy at the Irish Convention was George F. Steward, vice-chairman of the
I.LU.A., a prominent land agent and a director of the Bank of Ireland. Another 1.U.A
representative at the Irish Convention was John Blake Powell, who was originally from
Sligo town, and was a solicitor and a barrister. Powell was a Catholic and had been a
supporter of Parnell and the Home Rule Movement but had become a strong supporter of
southern unionism.38

Sinn Fein’s electoral successes continued during the summer of 1917 and the party took
two seats from the 1.P.P. in by-elections in May and July 1917.39 On 9 May 1917 Joseph
McGuinness secured the south Longford seat for Sinn Fein and on 10 July 1917 Eamon
deValera was elected for Sinn Fein in east Clare.30 Sinn Fein supporters held celebrations
in Sligo on both occasions. However, there were many men from Sligo who had supported
Redmond’s call for Volunteers in 1914 in order to secure Home Rule and their wives and
the wounded soldiers home on leave tried to interrupt the Sinn Fein celebrations.3l Despite
the counter-protests many Home Rule supporters in Sligo were now turning to Sinn Fein’s
brand of nationalism and the party continued to expand in Sligo and by the end of July the
number of Sinn Fein clubs had jumped to fifteen and the organisation had over 770
members in Co. Sligo. A Cumann na mBan branch was also founded in Sligo in July 1917
and had fifteen members.3® Cumann na mBan was a republican movement for women and
and many members were also members of Sinn Fein.33 How did Sligo unionists feel about
Sinn Fein’s electoral successes?

Some evidence of unionist opinion can be assessed when Wilson made a return visit to
Sligo in late June 1917. He discovered that many unionists were ‘despondent as to the

future’.3 Canon McCormick, a Church of Ireland clergyman in Grange, north Sligo,
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informed him that the Sinn Fein Party in Sligo had ‘spread like wildfire’.3% Other unionists
in Sligo were feeling much more than despondency and Wilson mentioned a rumour he
heard from a Colonel James Campbell, who was concerned that the next time Sinn Fein
organised a rebellion, they had plans to take important men of rank hostage in each county.
Wi lson’s general comment on unionists in Sligo at this time was that ‘people seem to drift
from day to day not knowing either what to expect, or what to hope for’.3 Which is a
strong indication that Sligo unionists were feeling much more powerless to influence events
and would have a lot of difficulty in reactivating their organisation after the war.

On 21 July 1917, a few days after Wilson left Sligo, Countess Markievicz, arrived in
Sligo to receive the freedom of the Borough of Sligo.37 Countess Markievicz (1868-1927)
was the daughter of the Protestant landowner Henry Gore-Booth of Lissadell and the sister
of Sir Jossyln Gore-Booth, a leading member of the Sligo I.U.A. However, she disagreed
with the unionist politics of her family and became involved in the republican movement.38
During Countess Markievicz’s visit to Sligo in July 1917 the ‘separation women’,
constantly tried to disrupt any events at which she appeared. The ‘separation women’ were
the wives of serving soldiers who received money from the government3® Countess
Markievicz’s visit highlighted the difficulty that many British soldiers’ wives and families
found themselves in after the Rising and Sinn Fein’s electoral victories. Their men folk,
mostly nationalist and supporters of the 1 P P. had enlisted with the view that they were
securing Home Rule for Ireland after the war and now their wives found that a woman who
had fought against men wearing the same uniform as their husband’s was receiving the
town’s highest honour while they were still fighting in the war.

Countess Markievicz’s visit gave the Sinn Fein Party a boost in Sligo and Charles
O’Hara was obviously concerned when