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64 IRISH THEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY

themselves, in the sense that every historical or scientific discovery of any
significance which has a connection with Christian doctrine or myth
gives rise to controversy on the point at issue and turns believers” into
sceptics. But again — in trying to reassure the latter — even explicitly
apologetical theologians do not take the problem very seriously. One of
their number, for instance, assures Strauss, in relation to the Mosaic cre-
ation story, that ‘for a long time now, no intelligent Christian has taken
this literary illustration of the religious idea of creation — which self-evi-
dently was based on ancient Hebrew notions of natural history - to be
revealed natural science'." The Christian for whom such an interpreta-
tion of the Mosaic creation story is so ‘self-evident’ may indeed be rea-
sonably intelligent — though in earlier times it would have been less likely
to occur to some very intelligent people — but it would be even more
intelligent of him to abandon the idea that such an interpretation is reli-
gious. For while it is of course true that the religious person is not in the
first instance concerned about natural science in the Bible, yet neither
does he reflect on the fact that there is none to be found there.

It is, however, particularly worth noting that it is the same people, who
so unhesitatingly surrender the creation story to rationalist criticism, who
nowadays often defend the literal authenticity of many New Testament
stories, e.g. the resurrection stories, as something sacrosanct. In doing so,
they use the most unbridled invective against any kind of critical ques-
tioning, and are not bothered by the fact that they have only the wooden
shield of historical proof to wield in their battle. Were they to place less
trust in this shield, they would probably be more wary about making any
such distinctions within the canon, because the religious authority of the
canon rests on the equal status of all of its parts. If this is surrendered,
then in order to prove why, for instance, the resurrection stories should
not be assessed critically, but the creation story should, one has to fall
back on the possibility of historical testimony. Now it must, of course, be
admitted that such a possibility is at least somewhat more likely with
regard to the course of events at the resurrection which, according to the
tradition, occurred at the beginning of the Christian era, than it is with
regard to the course of events at the creation of the world. But one should
be under no illusions about the purely rational and irreligious character of
this whole way of looking at things. For in one case the very same
approach which gives rise to doubt about the word of Scripture, in the
other case supports [aith in it, whereas (or someone who really believes in
Scripture the testimony of the Bible in the case of both stories under dis-
cussion is of equal value.

One would also find it incomprehensible that the discoveries of science
could be described - particularly from the kind of viewpoint argued
against here — as not being a problem for Christianity, were one not to

39, 7Cthr, at this point, but not Chr', has ‘Glaubigern’ (erroneously) for *Glaubigen'.
40. W. Beyschlag. loc. cit., 31
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notice over and over again just how easy for this theology the job of
patching up religious faith appears to be, a job science has now finally
forced upon theology. To take an example, the same theologian, men-
tioned above, whose objections to Strauss we began with, offers the fol-
lowing information to reassure ‘Christian faith’, in the event of Darwin's
theory being proved true: ‘We would then simply say,’ he argues, ‘that that
miracle-cell which appeared on only one single occasion, containing in
embryo the whole future world of plants, animals, and human beings,
must surely be the greatest conceivable testimony to God's glory as
Creator; that the gradual, planned evolution of all the possibilities placed
in this original cell and striving towards the emergence of man, is one of
the strongest proofs of the fact that the course of reality is governed not
by blind chance, but by divine intelligence and will, and finally, that the
last step in this evolution, the step from animal to man, could certainly
only have been accomplished by God breathing something of his own
personal spirit into the animal form most fit to receive it."" Such state-
ments show that even a theologian can be naive, or rather — on the point
here at issue — as a rule, they all are.

Who, then, does our apologist expect to believe these crude flights of
fancy? What serious person, at any rate, does he expect to? For of course
there is never any shortage of others, who are open to having even this
kind of thing palmed off on them. The believer acquires his convictions
about the creation of the world and of man from the Bible, because for
him this book has religious, divine authority. Now it is true that a similar
kind of authority is not necessary for the believer's faith to be shaken, but
it is necessary for it to be restored. From where does Professor Beyschlag
acquire the authority to tell us how, assuming Darwin's theory to be true,
God proceeded at creation? The Bible says nothing about it, nor does
Darwin's theory, which, incidentally, does not speak about a ‘miracle-
cell but only*' about an ‘original cell'. Are the first ideas that come to
mind on these subjects really supposed to be able to teach us w hat neither
the Bible nor Darwin’s theory can? It goes without saying that a theology
which glosses over the conflict between faith and know ledge, producing
only a revolting mixture of half-knowledge and hall-belief, can indulge
endlessly in delusions about its own nature, but it is really the most worth-
less verbiage ever produced, for it consists in fact only of the words that
invariably fill the vacuum, whenever thinking and believing have ceased.

Such superficial attempts at reconciling faith and knowledge make it
absolutely clear that knowledge can certainly destroy a religion, but it can
never build it up again as a religion. Christian theology in its older
periods, when knowledge was in a state of atrophy, offers no proof against

41. Beyschlag, loc. cit., 35.

42. *Beyschlag uses, incidentally, the expression ‘miracle-cell only at this point, otherwise
he uses the concept ‘original cell’ throughour.

43. *The word ‘only’ was added to Chr',
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